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for openers

Room For More 
Meanings, Especially 
About Sukkot

I 
love how when 
you’re talking to 
someone, it can 

be so clear to you 
exactly what you 
mean; you’re both 
nodding away and 
then you come to a 
sudden crossroads 
mid-conversation 
and realize you both 
meant something 

entirely different. 
Like when a kid comments on how 

ancient someone is, “like, at least, thir-
ty-FIVE!” and you’re cringing because, 
darlin’, anyone 35 is a spring chook 
(Aussie-speak for chicken) where you’re 
concerned …

Sometimes it can work in your favor. 
Like the time I was having a bit of a 
moan about my weight, and my little 
one said, “But, Mommy, you’re very 
skinny.” She sounded so sure of herself, 
I had to ask her why she thought that.

She started pointing at my face, neck, 
hands. “There’s skin, there’s skin, there’s 
skin … see, Mommy, I told you; you’re 
skinny!”

A different time, my then 2-year-old 
was enjoying her ice cream and, after 
agreeing to share, started wailing. 

“Mommy! You said you were just going 
to have a small bite, but really you had 
a big one!”

I told her, “Sorry about that. Here, 
let me try again. I’m sure I’ll get it right 
this time …”

My favorite was when I told someone 
we’d gotten an Einstein mask for Purim.

“Cool!” she said. “So, it’s all green, 
right?”

Um … WHAT?

“Oh no, wait,” she corrected herself. 
“I’m thinking of Frankenstein …”

It’s not just with people; it’s road 
signs, too. When I first moved here, I’d 
logically assumed that “96” was a nick-
name for “696” — until one day, there 
I was, happily driving home, congratu-
lating myself on driving alone for the 
first time, when I came to a fork in the 
highway with two choices for what I’d 
always thought was the same highway. 
I was swerving all over, completely 
thrown, no idea what I should do. (I 
don’t remember what I chose, but I’m 
home now, so clearly the story ended 
just fine.)

There’s really no more “say-what-
now?” Jewish holiday than Sukkot. In 
Australia, a “sook” is a slang term for a 
“wimp” so just the name alone takes a 
little introduction Down Under …

Then there’s the lulav and etrog. 
We’re not decorating with them or put-
ting them in vases or even just holding 
them like “normal” people, oh no. We’re 
shaking them together — and, go on, 
ask any random person the last time 
they felt shaking. You’ll hear talk about 
earthquakes, being sick with fever, 
watching the washing machine, being 
frightened (“I was shaking like a leaf !”) 
— it’s never an experience anyone’s 
looking forward to repeating. 

But here we are, year after year, the 
unlikeliest people, with an unlikely 
combination, shaking the lulav and 
etrog in all directions, connecting us to 
each other and to God, just because it’s 
a mitzvah. Odd? Definitely, but beauti-
ful, too!

We’re also hanging out in the “great 
outdoors” (yet another term that 
means different things to different peo-
ple. You might picture Mother Earth, 
communing with nature, singing in the 
breeze … quite different from battling 
over the tablecloth with a fierce wind 
and drying rain from your chair before 
each meal, not to mention the bees 
that are as excited about our Sukkot 
treats as we are …) 

Have a wonderful Sukkot — and I 
mean that in the best way possible!  •

views

Rochel Burstyn

editorial

It’s Past Time For A New Special 
Envoy To Combat Anti-Semitism

I
t’s been 500 days and counting 
since the United States had a 
Special Envoy to Combat Anti-

Semitism.
It’s a shandah that the Trump 

administration has allowed this 
post to remain vacant for so long. 
Although the office is still listed on 
the State Department website, its 
final two remaining employees were 
reportedly reassigned in July 2017, 
according to the ADL.

The post was created by the Global 
Anti-Semitism Review Act of 2004, 
passed with broad bipartisan sup-
port and signed by President George 

W. Bush. The special envoy “develops 
and implements policies and projects 
to support efforts to combat anti-
Semitism,” according to the State 
Department website. The position 
was most recently held by Ira Forman, 
former executive director of the 
National Jewish Democratic Council. 
Appointed by President Barack 
Obama, Forman was let go the day 
President Donald Trump took office.

And for nearly 19 months now, the 
important work of the person who 
holds this position has not been done.

Since its creation, the envoy’s office 
has worked to remove anti-Semitic 

content from Arabic-language text-
books in the Middle East, partnered 
with the Catholic Church in Latin 
America to counter anti-Semitism, 
pressed for adoption of a work-
ing definition of anti-Semitism in 
the European Union and fought 
Holocaust revisionism around the 
world.

A bill, introduced by Rep. Chris 
Smith (R-NJ), would make the Special 
Envoy to Combat Anti-Semitism an 
ambassador-level position appointed 
by the president and subject to confir-
mation by the Senate.  

“Jewish communities here and 

continued on page 10
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Jake Leider gives the credit for
his business, Meditation Works, to
his mother.

“My mom had been into yoga
and meditation for a long time, and
she suggested I try it,” Jake said.
“At that point, I was working hard
all the time, stressed, and willing to
try anything to feel better. I wasn’t
very good at first, but I kept at it,
and it helped. Then she said, ‘I wish
I could bring [teacher] Justin Barnes
to more people, he’s amazing.’ That
sparked the whole concept of
mobile meditation for the stressed
worker. Who doesn’t like having
services come to you? Meditation
Works is like a food truck that
comes to a workplace but offers a
mental health break, 15 minutes at
a time. It’s like any other work
break, but healthier.”

Jake and his mom partnered with
Justin Barnes as the meditation
teacher, and cousin Josh Leider,
and launched their first meditation
truck. The program was so popular,
the truck’s schedule was soon very
full. “We looked into another truck,”
Josh said, “because people
responded to our service, and
looked forward to it. We wanted to
do more.”

Jake turned to Hebrew Free
Loan’s Marvin I. Danto Small
Business Loan Program after a
chance discussion with another
HFL borrower, who suggested it.

“HFL is helping us make a living
out of something we love, and
making it accessible to others,”
said Jake. “The loan is interest-
free, the staff are supportive, and it
feels like they want us to succeed.
It’s such a great resource.”
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A
s I shared last 
week in the 
Torah por-

tion for JN, for the first 
time since he came to 
America nearly 70 years 
ago, my 98-year-old 
grandfather spoke to a 
group of adults about 
his life before, during 
and after the Shoah of 
World War II. He was 
the youngest of six 
siblings. He had nine 
aunts and uncles. All 

in all, there were 60-70 members of his 
family. Most of them were sent to the gas 
chambers.

One hundred people at Congregation 
Shaarey Zedek gave of their time to hear 
about the life of their rabbi’s grandfa-
ther. For my grandfather, and thus for 
me as well, the telling of the story was 
personal. “I know I will not be here for-
ever,” Grandpa explained. “I would like 
my children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren to know a little about my 
life … I am writing because I would like 
my family to know who I was when I was 
young … until now.”

One member of the synagogue, how-
ever, heard a different message. In an 
email to me following the presentation, 
this person wrote,

“It was a pleasure hearing your grandfa-

ther speak Thursday night. What a story! 

His talk provoked the following question: 

[Your grandfather], one of six siblings, had 

three children, the first of whom was born 

in a Displaced Persons camp. His three 

children produced four children, one of 

whom is you. That is a fertility rate of 1.3. 

Your generation — and I assume they are 

all 40-something like yourself — has pro-

duced four great-grandchildren. That is a 

fertility rate of 1.0. It takes a fertility rate of 

2.1 to maintain a population. As you know, 

the intermarriage rate among so-called 

Progressive Jews is running at 70 percent. 

At that rate, three of [your grandfather’s] 

four great-grandchildren will marry 

non-Jewish spouses … As you have great 

admiration for your grandfather and the 

journey he has taken, I wonder whether 

you and the other three members of your 

generation have given thought to any obli-

gation you may have for the preservation 

of his family and of the Jewish people?”

Of course, the phrasing of this person’s 
question is insulting. Have I given any 
thought to the obligation I might have 
“for the preservation of [my grandfa-
ther’s] family and of the Jewish people?” 
In choosing the rabbinate, I have dedi-
cated my life to the strengthening of 
Judaism and the continuity of the Jewish 
people. As a grandson, I commit tre-
mendous time — as a labor of love — to 
strengthening the intergenerational 
connections among my family and, as a 
father, I speak regularly with my children 
about their obligation to marry someone 
Jewish and to raise Jewish children. To 
suggest that my generation’s birthrate 
demonstrates a lack of commitment to 
the obligation I have for the preserva-
tion of family and of the Jewish people is 
offensive.

Yet, while this person’s commentary 
was incendiary, there is statistical truth 
to part of his message.

If non-Orthodox Jewry in America 
seeks to perpetuate itself for generations 
to come — and I believe non-Orthodox 
Judaism is worthy of perpetuation — 
then non-Orthodox Jews must increase 
their birthrate (and certainly their prac-
tice and affiliation as well). 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
“If current trends continue,” write Ari 
Feldman and Laura E. Adkins in the 
Forward, “the Reform and Conservative 
movements will soon see a signifi-
cant collapse in what the [Pew Study] 
researchers term the ‘leadership age-
group,’ people aged 30-69 who are most 
likely to serve as vital community-
sustaining lay leaders and donors. This 
group could lose more than two-thirds of 
its current size over the next 80 years.”

While the solution of increasing the 
birthrate by simply having more chil-
dren is an easy one for a baby boomer to 
write from the comfort of his home, the 
question remains: How do we effectively 
engage young Gen-Xers ( for whom the 
ship may have sailed already on hav-
ing more children) and, even more so, 
millennials, in the conversation about 
producing more Jewish children? That 
is to say, in order to engage others in a 
compassionate and respectful conversa-
tion about fertility, Jewish leaders con-
cerned about the future of non-Orthodox 
Judaism must first have a conversation 
about how to have that conversation.

THE CONVERSATION IS DIFFICULT 
After all, we in the non-Orthodox world 
support a woman’s right to work fulltime 
outside of the home and — if we are 
being frank — when both adults work 
in a household, it affects in a variety of 
ways a couple’s ability to conceive and to 
raise additional children. Also, people are 
waiting longer to marry and to have chil-
dren, which in turn affects their window 
of reproduction.

Additionally, and I have no data to 
support this intuition, it seems to me 
that reproduction is a greater challenge 
today than it has been since the times of 
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, 
and Jacob and Rachel: all of whom 
struggled to conceive. We see from the 
example of our ancestors, but also from 
the very real struggles of friends and 
family members, that infertility in a soci-
ety that assumes married couples have 
children can affect an individual’s mental 
health; can affect the strength of a mar-
riage; leaves many couples feeling left out 
of shared experiences with friends; ren-
ders one somewhat disconnected from 
the normal entry points of synagogue life 
and community; and can cause lasting 
strife with a married couple’s parents, 
aunt and uncles, grandparents, rab-
bis and even the stranger passing on 
the street asking the terrible question, 
“Nu, when are you going to have a baby 
already?” 

Non-Orthodox communities are 
blessedly working hard to welcome the 
intermarried, LGBTQ+, interracial and 

guest column

Th e Conversation About 
Th e Birthrate Conversation

Rabbi Aaron 

Starr

continued on page 10
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Pre-Nuptial Murders Recalled
 Implications of Palestinian terrorist attack 15 years ago still resonate.

I
t was to be the kind of precious 

moment a father craves with a 

daughter about to be married: a 

respite together, however fleeting, 

the night before the big day.

Dr. David Appelbaum, a U.S.-

bred Israeli innovator in emer-

gency medicine, and his daughter, 

Nava, relaxed at Cafe Hillel, in the 

German Colony neighborhood of 

Jerusalem, 15 years ago as family 

members back home nearby final-

ized wedding plans. 

The unthinkable happened at 

11:20 p.m. Sept. 9, 

2003 — a Tuesday 

night.

David, 51, and 

Nava, 20, died 

along with five 

others, and at 

least 50 more were 

wounded, in a 

suicidal terrorist 

attack. A Hamas 

operative blew himself up while 

trying to overpower a security 

guard and enter the coffee shop.

In a stunning twist of fate, Dr. 

Appelbaum had just returned 

from lecturing at a New York 

University Downtown Hospital-

sponsored 9-11 commemorative 

forum on the dynamic of hospitals 

receiving mass casualties.

The visit to Cafe Hillel was in 

anticipation of the marriage of 

the eldest daughter of Debra and 

David Appelbaum to Hanan Sand, 

19. The would-be newlyweds had 

met three years before in a reli-

gious youth group.

David was described as atten-

tive and energetic — “unusually 

caring;” Nava was remembered as 

sweet and studious — “an angel in 

life,” according to the Israeli news-

paper Haaretz. They never stood 

under the chuppah because of a 

Palestinian culture of hate toward 

Israel and Jews ingrained so deeply 

in society it will take generations 

to change in any sort of substan-

tive way. Father and daughter were 

buried alongside one another at 

Givat Shaul, a hilltop cemetery at 

Jerusalem’s west edge.

Today, as more and more 

Palestinian Arabs seek treatment 

in Israeli hospitals because of the 

superior quality of the medical 

care, it’s important to highlight 

how Israelis cherish life and com-

passionately treat Palestinians 

seeking help while Palestinian ter-

rorist leaders teach impressionable 

loyalists there’s ultimate glory in 

seeking “martyrdom for Allah” by 

murdering Jews.

A SPECIAL MAN
A devout Torah scholar, Dr. 

Appelbaum, the father of six, 

dedicated his life to medicine and 

Judaism — his 

personal avenue 

to sanctifying 

God’s name. 

In Jerusalem, 

Appelbaum 

headed emergency 

services at Shaare 

Zedek Medical 

Center and taught 

Jewish medical 

ethics at a girls’ seminary. He was 

affiliated with Magen David Adom, 

Israel’s national ambulance, blood 

services and disaster relief service, 

and often was among the first 

responders to terrorist attacks. He 

attended to all victims, no matter 

their background, with humility. 

Nava emulated her father’s 

devotion to others. As part of her 

national service after high school, 

she volunteered with kids battling 

cancer.

Dr. Appelbaum had Chicago 

and Cleveland roots, but also a 

Jewish Detroit link. He studied 

under Rabbi Aaron Soloveitchik 

at Hebrew Theological College 

in Skokie, Ill., along with then-

roommate and future rabbi Moshe 

Dombey, who attended elemen-

tary school at our Yeshiva Beth 

Yehudah. It was David who intro-

duced Moshe to his future wife, 

Miriam Simon. 

Debra and David Appelbaum 

made aliyah in 1981. David later 

helped revolutionize emergency 

care in Israel. He also founded and 

directed the Terem network of 

emergency clinics in Israel.

The good doctor’s legacy has 

saved countless lives — including 

those of many Palestinians. More 

Palestinians than their leaders 

care to admit seek healthcare in 

Israel. The Jewish state offers many 

sophisticated tests and treatments 

not available in Palestinian hospi-

tals. The Palestinian Authority pays 

much of the associated cost. Israel-

administered programs enable 

eligible Palestinian kids, notably 

those with heart conditions, to 

receive free medical care.

SEARCHING FOR PEACE
The young terrorist who attacked 

Cafe Hillel, Ramez Abu Salim, first 

tried to enter a nearby pizza parlor, 

but was rebuffed. He studied at 

Birzeit University near Ramallah 

in the West Bank. You can only 

imagine how he was indoctrinated 

under Hamas. The U.S.-, Israel- 

and European Union-recognized 

Sunni Islamist terrorist organi-

zation rules the Gaza Strip and 

commands a sympathizer base 

inside the supposedly politically 

moderate West Bank presided over 

by Sunni Fatah leader Mahmoud 

Abbas.

In his thought-provoking new 

book, Letters to My Palestinian 

Neighbor, Jerusalem-based author 

and journalist Yossi Klein Halevi, 

who supports a two-state solution 

to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 

recounts how Palestinian terror-

ists launched their second intifada 

(uprising) against Israel in 2000. 

Halevi specifically cites the Cafe 

Hillel incident, which occurred 

near his office. 

He writes that at the house of 

mourning, “the grieving wife and 

mother assumed the role of com-

forter, reassuring all who came to 

her with faith and determination. 

It was then I knew that nothing 

would ever uproot the Jewish peo-

ple from this land again.”

Halevi is a senior fellow at the 

Shalom Hartman Institute in 

Jerusalem. With Imam Abdullah 

Antepli of Duke University in 

Durham, N.C., he co-directs the 

Institute’s Muslim Leadership 

Initiative.

In his analysis of the difficult 

choices confronting Israelis and 

Palestinians in the war-ravaged 

Middle East, Halevi lasers in on 

the second intifada. It marked 

the time, he writes, when Israelis 

who felt Israel was “the occupier” 

gradually “lost faith in the peaceful 

intentions of the Palestinian lead-

ership.” 

“And not just because of the ter-

rorism,” Halevi writes. “We lost 

faith because the worst wave of 

terrorism in our history came after 

Israel had made what we consid-

ered a credible offer — two offers, 

actually — to end the occupation.”

But Palestinian leader Yasser 

Arafat rejected the offer … with 

no counter. Later, U.S. President 

Bill Clinton blamed Arafat for the 

collapse of the peace process — 

“a shattering moment for many 

Israelis who believed in the pos-

sibility of resolving the conflict,” 

Halevi writes.

Dr. David Appelbaum embraced 

equal parts spirituality and human-

ity. He understood the possibilities 

that could spring from Jews living 

peacefully amid Arabs, who, in 

one coexistence example, come 

to Israeli hospitals not just as 

patients, but also as physicians, 

nurses and lab technicians.

The good doctor, pious and holy 

with tzadik-like qualities, chose 

to return to the ancestral Jewish 

homeland. He unwittingly gave 

his life in pursuit of helping secure 

common ground for lasting peace 

and prosperity for Israel and its 

Palestinian neighbors. •

David Appelbaum

Nava Appelbaum

Robert Sklar
Contributing Editor

It’s important to highlight how 
Israelis cherish life and 

compassionately treat 
Palestinians seeking help.
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views

other historically excluded 
individuals from our congrega-
tions and communities, but we, 
nevertheless, still assume that 
all couples are going to raise 
children.

Delayed marriage and the 
challenge of infertility are just 
two reasons that non-Orthodox 
Jews have fewer children. Mix 
these with fears of rising anti-
Semitism, anxiety over the 
future and the tremendous cost 
of raising non-Orthodox Jewish 
children — day school, Jewish 
camp, synagogue member-
ship, Israel trips, youth group, 
kosher food and more. Then 
add the rising costs of health 
care, the economic realities of 
retirement and non-Orthodox 
Jews’ desire to lead middle-
class, upper-middle-class and 
even upper-class lifestyles with 
luxury homes, country club 
memberships and vacations, 
and it becomes easy to deduce 
why non-Orthodox couples are 
having fewer and fewer children.

It is easy to write an email or an 
essay declaring that if non-Orthodox 
Jews were truly committed to the 
preservation of their individual family 
legacies and of the Jewish people, they 
would choose to have more children. 
However, years of sitting across from 
loving couples struggling with fertility 
makes that easy argument a far more 
difficult one to engage in compas-
sionately. Years of speaking to singles 
who want nothing more than to find 
a Jewish life partner with whom to 
build a family renders the conversation 
about fertility rates deeply challeng-
ing. And years of speaking to married 
young adults who are struggling to 
make ends meet financially means 
pushing the question about more chil-
dren off for several years. 

Needless to say, whether coming 
from grandparents, parents, friends, 
co-religionists or one’s rabbi, the con-
versation about how many children 
one chooses to have is awkward at best 
and — more often than not — is insult-
ing and offensive at worst.

THERE ARE SOLUTIONS
There are certainly steps that non-
Orthodox Jewish communities can 
take to encourage greater fertility rates 
among its ranks. Grandparents who 
have the means and wealthier mem-
bers of the community can step for-
ward to underwrite the costs of raising 
Jewish children by providing support 
and scholarships for Jewish day school 
and Jewish camp, synagogue mem-
berships, Israel trips, kosher food and 
Jewish youth groups. 

Non-Orthodox synagogues can 

work harder to provide day care, after-
school and babysitting opportunities, 
so that parents can receive the small 
breaks they need — whether to get a 
cup of coffee or to go grocery shop-
ping (all activities which, by the way, 
require additional funding to support 
synagogues). 

If life were a little less expensive, 
then perhaps fertility rates could more 
easily rise and one parent (either the 
husband or the wife) could choose to 
remain at home part-time or full-time 
to help raise the children, to increase 
the amount of Judaism practiced in 
the home and to bring children to the 
synagogue for Shabbat and holidays.

Within our communities, we also 
must work harder to play the role of 
shadchanim — matchmakers — to 
politely and respectfully help singles 
who are interested find suitable Jewish 
life partners; similarly, we must take 
the stigma out of using online dating 
sites like JDate, so that the ones who so 
desire can more freely use them. 

We can and must work harder to 
try to make the conversation about 
infertility, about miscarriages and 
abortions, and about fertility struggles 
a more acceptable part of daily dis-
course — especially among older 
generations of parents, grandparents 
and clergy talking with younger gen-
erations. Perhaps we ought to work 
harder to create support groups for 
those affected by infertility or to more 
freely share infertility struggles so that 
no one feels alone.

And finally, we must seek to pro-
claim, without feeling guilty, that pro-
ducing more Jewish children is good 
for the Jewish people and good for 
the world because of all of that which 

Judaism stands for and radiates 
outward. 

At the same time, we must 
better honor and respect those 
in our midst who, for whatever 
reasons, are unable to have chil-
dren or to have more children. 
And perhaps therein is the great-
est challenge of all: How do we 
speak openly and proudly about 
the mitzvah of being fruitful and 
multiplying and about the tre-
mendous positive impact Jews 
and Judaism make on the world 
while also respecting those for 
whom reproduction is a source 
of sadness and frustration in 
their lives? 

Given the demographics of 
non-Orthodox Jews, we are per-
haps a generation late in having 
this conversation about fertility 
and birthrates with our young 
adults. But first, in order to have 
the conversation “Jewishly,” we 
must first have a conversation 
about the conversation.

SEEKING HELP AND PARTNERSHIP 
Were the Holocaust not to have come 
to Poland, it is safe to assume that the 
descendants of my great-grandparents 
might number now in the hundreds. 
But they and their children were 
murdered by the Nazis, leaving only 
my now-98-year-old grandfather to 
survive. He and my grandmother, also 
a survivor, produced three non-Ortho-
dox Jewish children. Those children 
raised four non-Orthodox children of 
their own, and those four grandchil-
dren of my grandfather are raising four 
great-grandchildren. If my family is 
any sort of representation, the survival 
prospects based on birthrate alone for 
non-Orthodox American Jewry raises 
the question of whether the “ever-
dying” people might become, in fact, 
the “never-will-be-born” people.

If Jewish families die out or stop 
practicing Judaism, then we will have 
violated what Emil Fackenheim called 
the 614th mitzvah: not to let Hitler 
earn a posthumous victory. More 
importantly, Jews and Judaism make 
this world a better place. Fewer Jews 
means lessening our ability to bring 
God’s messages and values to this 
world.

As we watch the decline of non-
Orthodox Judaism — a form of 
Judaism that I believe is impactful 
upon our people, upon our country 
and upon the world — the time is 
right to begin to have the conversation 
about the conversation of fertility. And 
I am looking for help in how to do so. •

Aaron Starr is a rabbi at Congregation Shaarey 

Zedek in Southfield.

continued from page 6

Rabbi Starr and his grandfather

continued from page 5

abroad continue to be targeted for hatred 
and deadly violence,” Smith said. “America 
has a great bipartisan history of leading the 
fight against anti-Semitism. We must build 
upon and expand this history. The Special 
Envoy is critical to focusing and redoubling 
our leadership and this bill enhances the 
position.” 

According to the bill, the Special Envoy 
would be required to be a person of recog-
nized distinction in the field of combating 
anti-Semitism or religious freedom; to serve 
as the primary adviser to the U.S. govern-
ment and coordinate efforts across agen-
cies to monitor and combat anti-Semitism 
and anti-Semitic incitement; and to report 
directly to the Secretary of State. 

The bill would also require that a Special 
Envoy be nominated within 90 days of a 
vacancy or this bill’s enactment. 

Last week, the legislation passed the 
U.S. House of Representatives. The bill still 
must pass the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee and the full Senate.

 A report published by the ADL in 
February showed that the number of anti-
Semitic incidents worldwide rose nearly 60 
percent in 2017 — the largest single-year 
increase the organization has ever recorded. 

Now is the time for that position to be 
filled. Here’s hoping Rep. Smith’s bill gets a 
speedy vote in the Senate — and let’s hope 
the president signs the bill should it reach 
his desk. •

Yiddish Limerick

Sukkot
Ich hob mine succah lib,
It’s zayer zeyer shein. It isn’t zeyer greis,

It is a bissl klein mit nor a table and a chair 
Mir kenen essn without a care.
Yetzt kum arayn, it starts to rain.

Ich hob mine succah lib: I love my succah 
Zeyer zeyer shein: very, very beautiful
Zeyer greis: very big 
bissl Klein: a little small 
mit nor: with only 
Mir kenen essn: We can eat 
Yetz kum arayn: Come in

By Rachel Kapen

CORRECTIONS
• Tickets for the concert fundraiser with Daniel 
Kahn & the Painted Bird, presented by Detroit 
Jews for Justice, Birmingham Temple & WSU’s 
Cohn-Haddow Center Sept. 25 at Marb le Bar in 
Detroit are $36.

• The Oct. 3 event “Where You Go Is Not Who’ll 
You Be” is being held at Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek, not the Berman Center.
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User’s Guide
Soulfor the

Thursday Mornings
September 27

October 4, 11, 18, 25  
November 1, 15, 29

(and continuing)
10-11 am  Temple Israel

with Cantor Michael Smolash

Do you want to learn about  
the structure of your soul? 

Is it possible to navigate the  

body more masterfully? 

Through delving into this powerful 
kabbalistic text, you will gain the 

tools to discover your highest self and 
master the challenges of your life.

RSVP to Maya Grinboim at 248-661-5700 or 
maya@temple-israel.org

5725 WALNUT LAKE ROAD, WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 48323   248-661-5700   TEMPLE-ISRAEL.ORG

Join our Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program for 
a rewarding and meaningful experience. 
The exciting, two-year study opportunity 

will provide participants with the skills 
needed to unlock the secrets of the Torah 
and be able to read from our most sacred 

scroll. Learn about Jewish theology, prayer, 
Jewish holidays, life cycle events, traditions, 

customs, history, and values and how to 
read Hebrew. By the end of this two-year 

experience, participants will celebrate their 
B’nai Mitzvah by leading a Shabbat service. 

B’nai 
Mitzvah

Program

Adult

Beginning October 8, 2018
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Welcome to Farber Farm, celebrating Jewish roots and 

inspiring kids to eat more veggies at Tamarack Camps.

D
o you believe in miracles? 
Come, plant the seeds of 
change in the landscape of 

Camp Maas and watch it grow in 
23 acres earmarked for develop-
ment in the new Farber Farm …

A first of its kind in Michigan, 
Tamarack Camps’ Farber Farm is 
conceived as a model for educa-
tional farm-based programming 
for more than 1,000 campers dur-
ing the summer months and up to 
10,000 visitors each year. With an 
initial investment of $2 million in 
“seed” money from the Farber fam-
ily, this project was launched and 
completed in time for Tamarack 
Camps’ first session of its 2018 
season.

WONDER OF WONDERS
Imagine: Kids now coming to the 
farm and learning to love eating 
vegetables … learning to explore 
and tend to the garden in all its 
variety, learning to dig into their 
Jewish roots to gain a deeper 
understanding of the cycles of life 
and growth in the natural world.

It’s all part of Tamarack Camps’ 
master plan for a greener, more 
hands-on, more sustainable and 
more eco-conscious Jewish camp-
ing experience. With the develop-
ment of Farber Farm, Tamarack 
lays the groundwork for a broad 

range of Earth-based educational 
programming in partnership 
with Hazon Detroit and the JOFEE 
(Jewish Outdoor, Food, Farming 
and Environmental Education) 
program.

 “We’re proud to have joined the 
ranks of the Jewish farming move-
ment and open a transformative 
space to benefit our campers and 
our community,” said Tamarack 
CEO Steve Engel.

Commenting on the partner-
ship with Tamarack Camps, Sue 
Salinger, managing director of 
Hazon Detroit, said, “The level of 
support the Metro Detroit Jewish 
community has provided is unique 
in the country and represents a 
real commitment to sustainability. 

“We’re grateful to have been part 
of the planning process, and we 
look forward to bringing the 2018 
National JOFEE Network Gathering 
of more than 250 JOFEE leaders to 
Tamarack to introduce them to the 
Farber Farm and to share learning 
across the JOFEE field.”

HERE’S TO LIFE!
Take a tour of the Farber Farm 
and the word “Eden” may come 
to mind. The landscaping, the 
abundance of vegetables and the 
garden beds in full bloom are 
beautiful. By design, the work has 

been an inspired collaboration 
between local landscape architect 
Rick Parker, Daron Joffe (known as 
“Farmer D” from California) and 
Tamarack Camps’ own farmer-in-
residence, Alex Rosenberg, along 
with farming program director 
Jessica Wolfe.

“We started the gardens at the 
farm from a mud pit on May 25,” 
Rosenberg said. “But we had an 
awesome team of contractors, 
builders and groundskeepers — so 
many hands and hearts working in 
full support of the project to bring 
the farm to life. Now, in our very 
first season, we have a harvest of 
cucumbers, beets, summer carrots, 
broccoli, cabbage, potatoes, green 
beans, kale, ground cherries (a 
sweet tomato variety), leeks, corn 
and celery — along with plenty of 
protective border flowers.”

Farber Farm uses what 
Rosenberg refers to as an “inte-
grated bio-intensive” approach to 
farming — in other words, lots of 
crops are grown together in a small 
space and rotated to benefit the 
soil. The method is regenerative, 
so that micro-organisms can thrive 
underneath the planting and in the 
soil. “There weren’t a lot of birds 
out here last year,” Rosenberg said. 
“Now there are birds and bees and 
butterflies everywhere. Life wants 

VIVIAN HENOCH SPECIAL TO THE JEWISH NEWS

TOP: Farber Farm at Camp Maas in Ortonville.
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continued on page 14

Got 

Chickens?

Upcoming Events
Sunday, Sept. 30: Fall Fest at Farber 
Farm from 1-4 p.m. at Tamarack Camps 
in Ortonville. It will include a farmers’ 
market, a Sukkot celebration, food and fun 
for the whole family. For more information, 
call Lori Davidson-Mertz at (248) 952-9105 
or email lmertz@tamarackcamps.com

Oct. 11-14: The JOFEE Network Gathering 
will be held at Tamarack Camps. Generous 
scholarships are available. All who work 
with youth and teens are encouraged to 
attend. For more information, visit 
hazon.org/jofee/network-gathering. 
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ABOVE: David, Jeffrey and Nanci Farber build stepping 

stones in the Farber Farm Pavilion on ribbon-cutting day.
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 The Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit  
and Its Youth Mental Health Initiative Present

An Evening with New York Times  
Best-Selling Author and Columnist 

Frank Bruni 
October 3, 2018 
7 PM: Program 
8:15 PM: Book Signing  
Congregation Shaarey Zedek 

“Where you go  
  is not  
who you’ll be.”

Register online at  
jewishdetroit.org/bruni  
before September 21, 2018.  
Seating is limited.

J
oin us for an important conversation with 

Frank Bruni about the undue stress, 

anxiety and depression students often 

endure during the college application process, 

sometimes years before it even begins—and  

learn what parents, students and educators can 

do to avoid this unnecessary mental anguish. 

This event is ideal for middle and high school 

students, parents and educators. It is being offered 

at no cost to the community thanks to the generosity 

of the Susie & Norman Pappas 

Challenge Fund. For more about 

Federation’s Youth Mental Health 

Initiative, visit wn2t.org.



to be here! We are creating life, and 
life makes life!”

THE HEART AND SOUL 
OF FARBER FARMS
New to the Tamarack staff and newly 
returned to Detroit where they both 
grew up, Rosenberg and Wolfe are full-
time residents of the farm and run its 
day-to-day activities with their own 
Tamarack-style youthful energy and 
enthusiasm for the work.

Certified in organic agriculture out 
of a program in Washington State, 
Rosenberg has traveled globally to 
study farming techniques over the past 
five years. “I started with the realiza-
tion of how unhealthy I was — never 
having exposure to fresh vegetables 
and never confronting how the food 
I was eating was hurting me. Then 
I took a different route, went to the 
‘school of figuring it out.’ My transfor-
mation has been total: physically, men-
tally and emotionally. 

“When people ask me how I deal 

with stress,” she added. 
“I like to tell them I find 
it very comforting just 
to get my hands in the 
dirt and let the Earth 
heal me. If there are 
kids looking for their 
places in the world, I 
hope they can find their 
placesin the garden, 
because that’s where we 
are all from.”

Slicing a “Kellogg 
Breakfast” tomato — 
one of several heirloom 
varieties harvested for 
a camp group gathered 

for a tasting in the farm Pavilion, Wolfe 
waxes ecstatic over her fresh produce. 
“This is my all-time favorite tomato,” 
she tells the campers. “Tasting it 
changed my life!”

From Huntington Woods, a gradu-
ate of Michigan State University with 
a two-year certificate in fruit and veg-
etable organic horticulture manage-
ment, Wolfe has worked on farms in 
Petoskey and, most recently, on vari-
ous farms while traveling in Israel.   

Working at Farber Farm in part-
nership with Hazon, both Wolfe and 
Rosenberg will join the next cohort 
of JOFEE Fellows later this month to 
further their studies and build the 
curriculum of Farber Farm.

“We all flow from the same princi-
ples,” Wolfe said. “We’re the first JOFEE 
camp in the Midwest, which makes 
this program really special. It’s amaz-
ing to see how supportive our own 
Jewish community has been to launch 
a program like this. The more we learn, 

the more we realize that our ‘new’ food 
consciousness is not really new. The 
Jewish people were first shepherds of 
the land. And here we find ourselves 
inspired to connect back to our roots.”

In the first season, almost all the 
produce from the farm is used for 
programming. “Everything we harvest 
goes into the bellies of the kids who 
visit the farm,” Wolfe said. “We try to 
get them to eat as many vegetables as 
possible while they are here.”

FARBER FARM: NOW AND 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS
Even in its initial phase, Farber Farm 
represents a stunning transformation 
of the campground, using some of the 
infrastructure already in place in the 
Smoklerville Pioneer Skills Center at 
Camp Maas. This summer, new build-
ings and repurposed areas included:

• The post-harvest Pavilion, where 
much of the new programming hap-
pens as campers pick, harvest, wash, 
taste and prepare food.

• The Mud Oven, custom-designed 
and built by a local artist, adds both 
beauty and function to a new farm-to-
table experience of baking wood-fired 
pizzas, pitas and breads.

• The Tool Barn and Hen House — 
home to 13 exotic breeds of egg-laying 
hens.

• The Hoop House, where seedlings 
are nurtured.

• A Jewish Calendar Garden repre-
senting the seasons and the holiday 
cycle of the year.

• A Sensory Garden serving the 
diverse needs of campers and staffers 
in Tamarack Camps’ Avodah Program.

“There will be many phases of 
the construction and opportunities 
for new development,” added Lori 
Davidson-Mertz, Tamarack Camps’ 
annual giving director. “Upcoming 
capital projects include a greenhouse 
to allow our farm to grow year-round 
and a learning center. The completion 
of Phase Two will give Farber Farm 
two iconic buildings that will become 
a staple of farm education to the 
greater Detroit Jewish community and 
the national Jewish camping world.” •

Vivian Henoch is editor of myjewishdetroit.org, 

where this story first appeared.
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TOP: Using lettuce and other veggies from the farm, 

campers and staff do a taste test. 

BOTTOM RIGHT Jessica Wolfe, farm program director, 

and Alex Rosenberg, farmer-in-residence.

BOTTOM LEFT: A camper with a zucchini from the farm.

continued from page 12

SCAN THIS PAGE TO 
SEE MORE PHOTOS.
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Featured Speaker: Cecile Richards 
 Make Trouble: Standing Up, Speaking Out, and Finding 

the Courage to Lead
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EMPOWERING
WOMEN, CHILDREN, AND FAMILIES 

THROUGH ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, 
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

MEDIA SPONSOR

248-355-3300 x 0     www.ncjwmi.org
For Ticket Information, Payment, and Reservations

 
 

WOMEN OF VISION 
AN ANNUAL BENEFIT TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS OF NCJW | MI 

Featured Speaker:  Cecile Richards 
Make Trouble

Thursday 
October 11

Adat Shalom Synagogue

9:30  - 11:45  
9:30  - 3:30  
11:45  - 1:00  
1:00  - 2:00  
1:30 - 1:45  
2:00 - 2:30  BOOK SIGNING

Receiving THE JOSEPHINE S. WEINER AWARD 
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Monni Must

. 

M. Catherine Cantor Jewish Community Champion 

Receiving THE WOMAN OF VISION AWARD 
The Woman of Vision Award is given to a member of the community who is a champion of ideals and is passionate 

ARTLOFT

Ashley Gold

council re|sale

El-Mar Furs

ELLA Designs 

Event Bliss

Mindy's More of Me

Names IN Knit LLC

Nancy Gad-Harf Designs

Personalized Things 

Sutherland Style

The Peppertree

Touchstone Crystal by Swarovski

VLKNITS LLC

council re|sale will be accepting clothing and accessory donations at a vehicle located in the synagogue parking lot. Driver will unload cars and provide receipts.
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Population 

Snapshot

S
table. That’s the word the demog-
rapher uses to describe Metro 
Detroit’s overall Jewish popula-

tion, which stands at 71,750, according 
to the 2018 Detroit Jewish Population 
Study: A Portrait of the Detroit Jewish 
Community, funded by the Jewish 
Federation of Metropolitan Detroit. 
The last study, done in 2005, pegged 
the Jewish population at 71,500.

Federation enlisted the services of 
Ira Sheskin, the principal architect 
and investigator of the 2005 Detroit 
Jewish Population Study and its 2010 
update. The Population Study survey, 
conducted early this year, was given to 
1,200 Jewish people called randomly. 
More than 340,000 calls were made 
during the survey to arrive at the over-
all Jewish population projection. 

The Federation provided the JN an 
overview of the initial results.

Findings revealed that 83,000 people 
lived in 31,500 Jewish households, 
up 1,500 from 2005. Of those people, 
12,460 were not Jewish.

Metro Detroit has the 26th larg-
est Jewish community in America, 
down from No. 21 in 2005, similar in 
size to Dallas and Las Vegas. While 
80 percent of the Jewish commu-
nity remains in its core area: West 
Bloomfield, Bloomfield Hills, Oak 
Park, Farmington Hills, Southfield and 
Huntington Woods, there has been a 
shift away from West Bloomfield and 
Farmington Hills toward Huntington 
Woods, which is now 65 percent 
Jewish.

Despite a perceived increase in the 
number of Jewish young adults mov-
ing into the city of Detroit, the number 
of Jewish households within the city 
decreased by about 1,100 compared to 
2005, Sheskin said. “But 27 percent of 
the population works in either Detroit 
or Dearborn, meaning that population 
could be served by lunchtime pro-

gramming,” he said. 
About 220 Jewish households are 

moving in each year, up slightly from 
2005, and about 100 households move 
out each year. On a positive note, 
according to Sheskin, is that 62 per-
cent of Jews in Metro Detroit were 
born and grew up here, making them 
more likely to stay. Eighty-one percent 
of survey respondents said they were 
not planning to move in the coming 
year. “There should be no significant 
change as a result of migration in the 
coming years,” Sheskin said. “But the 
population is certainly not going to 
grow.”

PORTRAIT OF JEWISH FAMILIES
• There are 13,000 Jewish children 
(ages 0-17) living in Metro Detroit, 
many in the 15-19 age bracket. “There 
are a lot fewer 10- to 14-year-olds, 
which will mean an adjustment for 
day schools,” Sheskin said. 
• The number of children living in 
Jewish households is down compared 
to 2005, when there were 17,000 chil-
dren. 

• About 25,400 people older than 
65 live in the area, of which 7,600 are 
older than 75. While the number of 
older adults is up, fewer older adults 
are living alone compared to 2005.

• The number of young adults ages 
18-34 is 19,100, up from 9,400 in 2005 
— a 103 percent increase. 

• More than half (57 percent) of 
adults in Jewish households are mar-
ried; 39 percent of Jewish adults are 
single, more than half of whom are 
under age 35. “In 1989, 61 percent of 
Jewish adults under 35 were married. 
Today, that number is 17 percent,” 
Sheskin said. “This means Jewish 
adults are waiting longer to have chil-
dren, having fewer children and join-
ing synagogues later in life.”

• Eighteen percent of married Jews 
are intermarried, and 44 percent of the 
children in those households are being 
raised Jewishly, with an additional 17 
percent being raised as part Jewish. 
This is an increase from 2005, when 
only 31 percent of children in these 
households were being raised Jewishly.

• A quarter of all Jewish households 
have children younger than 17 at 
home; this is down from 2005 while 

Preliminary results 

of 2018 population 

study are in.

JACKIE HEADAPOHL
MANAGING EDITOR
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Complete kitchen 

and bathroom

remodeling along with 

furniture design and 

installation including 

quartz, granite, wood and 

many other materials. 248.851.6989
Lois Haron, Allied Member ASID

248.851.6989
Lois Haron, Allied Member ASID

IN DECORATOR WOOD 
& LAMINATES, LTD.

It Doesn’t Have to Cost A Fortune . . .

     Only Look Like It!

“A FAMILY TRADITION”

248-626-8261 
14 Mile Rd. 

and Franklin Rd. 

HOURS: 
Open Daily 

7am-6:30pm
Weekends 

8am-6:30pm  
Thanksgiving Day 

8am-4pm 
Last Day of Season, 

Sunday, 
November 25th

 NOW 
OPEN! 

Franklin Cider Mill

A full assortment of 
Dakota Breads and our 

Franklin Homemade 
Apple Pies.
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the number of households with adult 
children living at home is up; 7 per-
cent of children live in single parent 
households; and 37 percent of children 
up to age 12 live in households where 
both parents (or one parent if a single 
household) work. Twenty percent of 
children live in a household where an 
adult was or is divorced.

• More than three-quarters of adults 
older than 25 have a four-year college 
degree or higher — above average 
compared to other U.S. Jewish com-
munities, according to Sheskin. Forty-
four percent are employed full time.

• According to the study, about 5 
percent of the Jewish population iden-
tifies as LGBT.

• The 2017 median household 
income of Jewish households is 
$107,000: 53 percent earn more than 
$100,000; 8 percent are low-income 
(less than $25,000); and 2 percent live 
below the federal poverty level.

• Ninety-nine percent of survey 
respondents said they are proud to be 
Jewish.

• Nine percent of Metro Detroit 
Jews are Orthodox; 20 percent 
are Conservative; 2 percent are 
Reconstructionist; 35 percent 
are Reform; 4 percent are Jewish 
Humanist and 31 percent are “just 

Jewish” — up from 18 percent in 2005. 
Five percent of the community are 
Jews By Choice, up from 3 percent in 
2005.

• About a quarter of Jews attend syn-
agogue at least once a month, while 
31 percent never attend. Synagogue 
membership is down to 39 percent 
compared to 52 percent in 2005.

• As for religious practice, 69 per-
cent have a mezuzah on the front 
door; 74 percent of households cel-
ebrate Passover; 71 percent celebrate 
Chanukah; and 73 percent observe 
Shabbat in some way. Nineteen per-
cent keep a kosher home and 13 
percent keep kosher in and out of the 
home. Twenty-five percent of Jewish 
households put up a Christmas tree.

• Politically, 51 percent of survey 
respondents were Democrat, 15 
percent Republican and 34 percent 
Independent. Nearly all, 96 percent, 
are registered to vote and 94 percent 
voted in the last election.

In coming weeks, the JN will delve 
into the results of the 2018 population 
study, looking specifically at educa-
tion, Jewish continuity, synagogue 
membership and engagement, social 
service needs of the community, Israel 
advocacy and philanthropy. •

2018 Metro Detroit 
Jewish Population

Original Research by Walter L. Field Sponsored by Irwin S. Field Written by Jared Sichel

Three Jews 
Who Swung for 

the Fences.

Jewish Contributions to Humanity 

Bud Selig Stan Kasten Theo Epstein

#  in a series

BUD SELIG (1934-).  
b. Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Former Commissioner of Major League Baseball.
The ninth Commissioner of Major League Baseball, Allan “Bud” Selig was born in 

Milwaukee to parents from Romania and Ukraine, and loved the game of baseball from 
an early age. The majority owners of the Milwaukee Braves moved the team to Atlanta 
in 1965, leaving Selig as a minority owner without a team. Five years later, he purchased 
the bankrupt Seattle Pilots, moving them to Milwaukee and renaming them the Brewers. 
In 1992, Selig gave up his ownership to assume the role of acting MLB commissioner 
and was elected the official commissioner in 1998—a position he held until 2015. During 
his tenure, Selig created the wild card postseason format, interleague play and instant 
replay. He helped engineer major labor and drug testing agreements, and in an age 
of new media, and the explosion of football and basketball, Selig helped ensure that 
baseball not only did not lose relevance—but became more popular than ever. The 
decade of 2005-2014 included all 10 of the best-attended seasons in MLB history, and 
from 1992 to 2014 revenue increased from $1.2 billion to more than $9 billion.

STAN KASTEN (1952-). 
b. Lakewood, New Jersey. President of the Los Angeles Dodgers.
Everything Stan Kasten touches in the baseball world, it seems, turns to gold. As 

President of the Atlanta Braves and Washington Nationals, he turned average teams into 
crown jewels. And, in fact, in 1999, Kasten was the first person in sports to simultaneously 
be the president of three different teams in three different sports—the Braves, the NBA’s 
Atlanta Hawks, and the NHL’s Atlanta Thrashers. During his time with the Braves (1987-
2003), the team won the World Series in 1995, a record 12 consecutive division titles, and 
assembled one of the most dominant pitching staffs in baseball history. In 2012, Kasten 
joined Magic Johnson and other investors in purchasing the Los Angeles Dodgers for 
$2.15 billion, and became the team’s president. Under his leadership, he’s doing for the 
Dodgers what he did for Atlanta and Washington. The team has made the playoffs in four 
consecutive seasons.

THEO EPSTEIN (1973-). 
b. New York, New York. President of the Chicago Cubs.
In 2002, Theo Epstein, 28, became Major League Baseball’s youngest general 

manager upon signing with the Boston Red Sox. Two years later, Boston won its first 
World Series in 86 years, and won again in 2007. Prior to joining Boston, Epstein was a 
Yale graduate, interned with the Baltimore Orioles, and worked for the San Diego Padres, 
where he worked his way up to become the team’s Director of Baseball Operations. After 
his time in Boston ended in 2011, Epstein took his magic to the Chicago Cubs, who had 
not won a championship since 1908. For the first three years of Epstein’s leadership, 
the Cubs finished in last place each year. That was no surprise, given that Epstein was 
building a team for the future, not the present. And in 2016, 108 years after the team’s last 
championship, the Chicago Cubs defeated the Cleveland Indians in an epic World Series, 
cementing Epstein as one of the sport’s greatest curse breakers. 



S
top for a second and think about 
200,000 children’s books. That’s 
the number of Jewish children’s 

books that have been distributed — at 
no charge — to PJ Library families 
throughout Metro Detroit since the 
program started here in 2006. Just to 
put that number in perspective, the 
main branch of the West Bloomfield 
Township Public Library has more than 
40,300 books in its youth collection. 

This summer Micah Issner, 4½, of 

Birmingham, had the unique distinc-
tion of receiving that 200,000th book. 

“We love PJ Library books because 
they teach us so much,” said Micah’s 
mom, Jackie Issner. “Together we learn 
about the holidays and Israel. But, 
more importantly, the lessons in these 
books highlight Jewish values and per-
sonal characteristics that align with 
our family discussions about being a 
mentsh. 

“We are thrilled that so many of 

the books have these themes, helping 
others and including others, building 
strong, loving relationships, being hum-
ble and respectful, having faith in God, 
taking care of ourselves and the Earth, 
feeling comfortable with who we are, 
being thankful for what we have — and 
we are grateful for PJ Library books.”

PJ Library is now an international 
program that started in Massachusetts 
in 2005, sending free Jewish books 
(and music) to children between the 
ages of 6 months and 9 years old. It’s 
an initiative of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation and was established with 
the goal of helping families with young 
children create stronger Jewish homes 
through books with Jewish content. 
Grinspoon got the idea for PJ Library 
from a similar program started by 
country singer Dolly Parton who dis-
tributes free books to low-income 
families. 

The PJ Library program offers more 
than just free books. It’s a way to con-
nect families through communal 
events and activities. Local get-

togethers — there 
are more than 106 
annual programs 
— include PJs and 
Pizza in the Park, 
playdates and other 
family-friendly 
events, including 
one called Sammy 
Spider’s First Trip 
to Detroit. Each pro-
gram is creatively 

based on Jewish learning and most 
often connects to a PJ Library book. 
    “We try to incorporate the books 
because it brings the home/commu-
nity connection together. Many times, 
kids will say, ‘I read that book at home.’ 
Books are our biggest tie to the home. 
It all starts with the books, but it goes 
so far beyond that, and it’s unbeliev-
able the difference it’s made,” said Gail 
Greenberg, former director of Detroit’s 
PJ Library program. Greenberg’s posi-
tion was filled by Rebecca Melamed, 
an educator and curriculum specialist 

who previously taught at Hillel Day 
School in Farmington Hills before 
working in Florida for a few years. 
Melamed started in her new role late 
last month.

“As a community, we’ve always been 
successful in bringing families togeth-
er,” Greenberg said. “What PJ Library 
has added over the years is the ability 
to bring Jewish books and Jewish learn-
ing in their homes. Some of the people 
we reach aren’t as involved in the com-
munity, and we help them access differ-
ent Jewish family experiences.”   

 Currently, 2,250 Detroit-area children 
receive a new Jewish children’s book 
(or Jewish music) by mail each month. 
A newer PJ Library program called PJ 
Our Way allows older readers, between 
ages 9-11, to select an age-appropriate 
Jewish chapter book or graphic novel 
each month, also at no cost.  

Winnie Grinspoon, president of the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, praised 
the Detroit community for growing 
its programing and connecting Jewish 
families.  

“Reaching 200,000 is exciting, and it 
presents an opportunity to reach even 
more families and provide additional 
opportunities for the Detroit Jewish 
community,” Grinspoon said. “It’s a 
great moment and a moment to cel-
ebrate. I’m excited that more families 
are being touched by PJ Library.” 

Local leaders are not only expanding 
PJ Library but also 
continuing to build and strengthen 
other programs and services for young 
families. For example, they will be add-
ing two engagement ambassadors to 
help connect Jewish families to each 

other and the larger 
Jewish community. 

Additionally, they 
are working with the 
design team from the 
Pittsburgh Children’s 
Museum to create the 
Shalom Street Family 
Parenting Center in 
the area that used to 
house Shalom Street at 
the Jewish Community 

Center in West Bloomfield, according 
to Lisa Soble Siegmann, senior director 
of JFamily, the organization that over-
sees Jewish family education in Metro 
Detroit, including PJ Library. This new 
parenting center will be used for a 
number of programs for expectant par-
ents through families with teens. Part 
of that space will house a children’s 
library.  

“Kids often come to our PJ Library 
programs looking for a physical 
library,” Siegmann said. “Soon we will 
have one.” •

To join or learn more about PJ Library, go to 

pjlibrary.org.  

Lisa Soble 
Siegmann

Gail Greenberg
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Book Bonanza!
Detroit’s PJ Library reaches 200,000th book and 2,250 families.

SCAN THIS PAGE 
FOR VIDEO ABOUT 
200,000TH BOOK.

Our experienced team is 
available to provide you 
with a quick and accurate 
estimate for any storm 
damage repair. We also 
offer free, no obligation 
estimates for all types of 
roof repairs, replacements, 
or installations, as well  
as gutter, siding and  
window installation and  
repairs. Contact us  
today to speak to a  
roofing expert!

31476 West Stonewood Ct.
Farmington Hills, MI 48334

248-563-9387
cornerstoneroofingmi@gmail.com
cornerstoneroofingmi.com

WISHING  
EVERYONE A  

HAPPY & HEALTHY 
NEW YEAR
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Detroit’s Oldest Italian Restaurant Since 1948

www.MariosDetroit.com   4222 Second  N. of Mack in Detroit 313-832-1616

MONDAY & WEDNESDAY
Served with Antipasti, Salad, Soup, 

Side of Pasta, Potatoes and Green Beans
NY Sirloin   $24.70

Veal Piccanté  $22.70

Shrimp Bordelaise  $22.70

Sliced Beef Peperonata  $21.70

Chicken Cacciatore  $21.70

TUESDAY
WHOLE MAINE LOBSTER $14.99

Served with Red Skin Potato 
and Corn on the Cob

TUESDAY & THURSDAY
Served with Antipasti, Salad, Soup, 

Side of Pasta, Potatoes and Green Beans
Filet Mignon  $26.70

Veal Marsala  $22.70

Beef Sicilian  $22.70

Chicken Piccanté  $21.70

FRIDAY & SUNDAY
Served with Antipasti, Salad, Soup, 

Side of Pasta, Potatoes and Green Beans
Sirloin for Two  $50.70

Sliced Beef Stefanelli  $20.70

Broiled Whitefi sh  $20.70

Chicken Moretti  $21.70

Meat Ravioli  $17.70

Seafood Alfredo  $25.70

w/scallops &1 prawn

Veal Siciliana  $22.70

WORK WEEK PASTA SPECIALS

THE ROOTS OF ITALIAN CUISINE

Served with Antipasti, Salad & Soup
Spaghetti Bolognese  $17.70

Linguine with Tomato Basil $17.70

Manicotti   $17.70

Cannelloni   $17.70

Ricotta Lasagna  $17.70

Fettuccine Alfredo  $17.70

Eggplant Parmesan  $17.70

ANNIVERSARY ROLLBACK-WE ARE 70 YEARS OLD
All Roll Back Specials require Purchase of one beverage per person 

Available September 1-30

Ask about our Elaborate Grand Buffet, great ticket options. 
With shuttle service to the Lions Home Games.

No other coupons or discounts will be honored with Roll Back specials.

No Substitutes please.

Surf 
& Turf 

$28

We Just Turned 70! 
But we don’t 
look our age!

Lobster 
Tuesdays

$1499

Butter’s Free! 
COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLE SERVICE 

TO AND FROM ALL DOWNTOWN VENUES

CANCER THRIVERS NETWORK FOR JEWISH WOMEN 
ANNUAL MEETING 

SAFETALK TRAINING

SENIOR AND CAREGIVER RESOURCE NETWORK 
(SACRN) FUNDRAISER FOR JFS OLDER ADULT 
SERVICES

FALL FIX UP—THREE WAYS TO FIX UP FALL
For all ages: 

For young adults: 10 am at 

For 6th-8th graders:

ADOPT A FAMILY GIFT DROP-OFF

Jewish Family Service Upcoming Events
How will you become part of the family?

STRONGER COMMUNITY 

For 90 years 
 The  heart of a
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Bill Schuette goes low, 

accusing Whitmer of 

terror sympathy.

T
he Michigan Republican 
Party and GOP gubernato-
rial candidate Bill Schuette 

have attacked the Democratic team 
of governor candidate Gretchen 
Whitmer and lieutenant governor 
candidate Garlin Gilchrist II, say-
ing the Democratic team wants to 
abolish ICE and “sympathizes with 
terrorists.”

Truth Squad rates the claims mis-
leading. It’s also worth noting that 
this issue, which Republicans and 
their standard-bearer have spent 
much of the past few weeks cynical-
ly pandering to voters on, has little 
to do with a governor’s job duties or 
improving Michigan’s future. 

THE CLAIMS 
The party and Schuette made a 
series of claims in several ads and 
press releases recently; those claims 
were condensed into a 15-second 
video and accompanying tweet that 
Schuette sent out Sept. 7.

Schuette says Whitmer and 
Gilchrist are so extreme they are 
“opposing immigration enforce-
ment,” “sympathizing with terrorists 
(and) attacking law enforcement.”

This is a classic example of 
stringing together the very real 

statements of their opponents to 
reach conclusions that both dis-
tract and mislead voters.

The ICE claims are based on 
a 16-second video, taken by a 
Republican campaign tracker, at 
a June 30 rally in Lansing protest-
ing family separations along the 
Mexican border. At the end of the 
rally, the person recording the 
video asks Whitmer if ICE should 
be abolished.

First, Whitmer says ICE’s family 
separation actions along the bor-
der were “fundamentally cruel and 
unconstitutional and undemocratic 
work.”

When the man interrupts her and 
asks again if ICE should be abol-
ished, Whitmer responds, “Yeah, I 
think our governor should step up.”

“We should abolish ICE, do you 
think?” the videographer asks 
again.

Whitmer nods and walks away.
Next, Republicans unearthed 

nine-year-old tweets from Gilchrist 
in which he said he was tired of 
people “kissing Israel’s ass.” He 
hoped then-President Obama 
would put an end to the “‘Israel-
can-do-no-wrong’ approach” and 
described Hamas as “a legitimately 
elected party that only rose to 
power b/c of Israeli aggression & 
Western complicity/enablement.”

Hamas is a radical Islamic 
Palestinian nationalist movement 
that has long called for the destruc-
tion of Israel. Hamas won legisla-
tive elections in Palestine in 2006. 
The U.S. is a strong ally to Israel 
and deems Hamas a terror group, 
as do many Western nations, cit-
ing suicide bombings and mortar 
attacks that killed hundreds of 
civilian and military targets in 
Israel starting in the mid-1990s.

The criticism after Gilchrist’s 
tweets circulated online was furi-

RON FRENCH & CHASTITY PRATT DAWSEY 
MICHIGAN TRUTH SQUAD
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Truth 
Squad

 6079 W. Maple Rd., Suite 100B
West Bloomfield, MI 48322

248-851-7246

Here at Michigan Spine and Pain and Michigan Med 
Spa we are pausing from telling you about our 
excellent medical care and services to honor our 
daughter Gracie as she becomes a Bat Mitzvah this 
weekend. Our hearts are bursting with pride and love 
as we celebrate this beautiful moment in our lives.

www.michiganspineandpain.com

www.michiganmedspa.com

continued on page 22

EDITOR’S NOTE:

As part of the Detroit Journalism 

Cooperative, the Jewish News 

receives content from the nonpartisan 

Center for Michigan’s Bridge maga-

zine. Periodically, during the lead-up to 

the Nov. 6 election, the JN will be run-

ning Bridge magazine’s Truth Squad 

feature on issues of particular interest 

to the Jew ish community.
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continued from page 20
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Jewish Detroit’s New Resource for 
Connecting You to the Help You Need
If you or someone you know could use some assistance, 
the Jewish community is here to help. One call or 
visit to jhelp.org is all it takes to connect you to the 
resources that can make a difference.

 Older Adult Services
 Planning and Finances 
 Food 
 Career Services 
 Transportation
 Housing

 Mental Health 
 People with Disabilities 
 Holocaust Survivors 
 Health & Wellness 
 Victims of Abuse  

We are here for you. 

1-833-44J-HELP  jhelp.org
Made possible by The Jewish Fund, the D. Dan and Betty Kahn Foundation 
and the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit. 

JHELP is for: Children, Teens, Families, 
Seniors and Others in Need

 Schuette attack ad

Whitmer video
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ous and, within days, Gilchrist 
released a statement saying he had 
“waded into a complex geopolitical 
issue and made comments about a 
conflict I did not fully understand.” 
Gilchrist now says he supports 
Israel and calls Hamas a terrorist 
group.

Whitmer, meanwhile, said in 
interviews after the 16-second 
video clip that while “ICE has 
become the face of the most hor-
rendous, horrific, heartbreaking 
action that has happened under 
the Trump administration,” she is 
not calling for the agency to be dis-
banded.

CONCLUSION
While voters are motivated by a 
host of issues — including perhaps 
whether their political leaders are 
antagonistic toward Israel — Truth 
Squad would like to remind candi-
dates running for state office just 
how little time they’ll spend in their 
jobs dealing with tensions in the 
Middle East. Unless Hamas is put-
ting potholes on I-96 or ICE is caus-
ing low third-grade reading scores, 
there are more important issues for 
most Michigan voters.

Beyond the question of relevance, 
though, is the question of fairness. 
The ad strings together a 16-second 

video clip that Whitmer quickly 
walked back and nine-year-old 
tweets by Gilchrist that he apolo-
gized for, into a suggestion that the 
Democratic ticket actually sympa-
thizes with terrorists and wants 
Washington to abandon border 
security.

Clearly, Whitmer’s hesitant 
response to her interrogator was 
not her finest moment on the cam-
paign trail. And it’s worth asking if 
her campaign fully vetted Gilchrist’s 
social media history. Both incidents 
left them open to political attack.  

But it’s now fewer than eight 
weeks before Michigan elects a new 
governor. And voters might be for-
given for wanting the leading candi-
dates for this office to, at long last, 
flesh out their plans for improving 
our public schools, rebuilding our 
roads and bridges, ensuring our 
groundwater is clean, and our tax 
bills are reasonable and well spent. 

Sending out ads with ominous, 
shadowy photos of your opponents 
and painting them as terrorist-
sympathizing “extremists” may win 
a few votes in our divisive, hate-
fueled political landscape. But they 
do little to educate voters about the 
consequential choice they will con-
front this November. The claims 
are misleading. •

SCAN THIS PAGE 
TO SEE THE AD
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Ellen and David F. Sherman
2018 Honorees

Karen and Jeff  Schoenberg     Larry Tisdale
Dinner co-chairs

Jeff rey Supowit 
President

Monday, October 8, 2018 at Adat Shalom Synagogue
Strolling Supper 6:00pm followed by a brief program 7:10pm - 8:00pm

 Couvert $180 per adult; $95 per young adult (19-40 years); $65 per youth (8-18 years)

  Please join us as we celebrate the 28th anniversary of Yad Ezra, 
the kosher food distribution center feeding vulnerable families 

in our community.

For more information, please go to Yad Ezra’s website www.yadezra.org 
or call (248) 548-3663

000000
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AMCHA Initiative launched its new Anti-
Semitism Tracker (amchainitia tive.org/
database-search/) with a powerful, user-
friendly search engine that will provide 
the public with unprecedented access 
to information and photo documenta-
tion about anti-Semitic incidents that 
occurred on campuses between 2015-
2018. AMCHA is the only organization 
that makes its database of all reported 
incidents of campus anti-Semitism acces-
sible to the public.  

Using the website’s new search engines, 
users will be able to tailor a search by city, 
state, zip code, geographical region, year, 
date range, university and category. 

Some of the incident categories include 
physical assault, discrimination, destruc-
tion of Jewish property, genocidal expres-
sion, suppression of speech/movement/
assembly, verbal assault, intimidation, 
harassment, condoning terrorism, com-
paring Jews to Nazis and accusing Jews of 
inventing or exaggerating the Holocaust. 
Users can also search and run customized 
reports by keyword, such as “swastika.”

One category of the search engine is 
solely devoted to chronicling BDS activ-
ity, allowing users to easily access BDS 

events, divestment votes, event shut 
downs and disruptions, as well as to 
locate faculty who have signed publicly 
accessible petitions calling for an aca-
demic boycott of Israel. 

AMCHA also unveiled new photo and 
video libraries where colleague organi-
zations, the public, authors, publishers 
and journalists can access and republish 
photo and video documentation of recent 
incidents. In addition, through the new 
webpage, students will be able to submit 
photos and videos of the anti-Semitism 
they witness in real time.

Many of AMCHA’s most popular web-
site tools, including its swastika tracker, 
divestment scorecard, anti-Zionist cam-
pus group locater (including campuses 
with Students for Justice in Palestine 
chapters), disruption tracker and 
“Student Voices” page with more than 700 
student testimonials, will now include 
enhanced search capabilities as well.

AMCHA, a nonpartisan, nonprofit orga-
nization, monitors more than 400 college 
campuses across the U.S. for anti-Semitic 
activity, and recorded 468 known anti-
Semitic incidents in 2015, 642 in 2016, 653 
in 2017 and 394 so far in 2018. •

AMCHA Tracker Shows
Anti-Semitic Activity On Campus 
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M
ichael Steinhardt, one 
of Hillel International’s 
biggest donors, made 

inappropriate sexual remarks 
to a female employee of the 
organization, according to the 

Jewish Week. As a result, Hillel has 
launched an investigation, as a 
second female employee stepped 
forward to accuse Steinhardt. 
     The initial complaint was filed 
in 2015, when the organization 
began a protocol where no female 
employee would interact with 
Steinhardt alone.

With the ongoing internal 
probe, Hillel quietly removed 
Steinhardt’s name several weeks 
ago from the board of governors 
list on its website.

“I can confirm that my client 
did raise concerns regarding 
Michael Steinhardt to Hillel, and 
that she is cooperating fully with 
Hillel’s investigation,” Debra Katz, 
a Washington attorney specializ-
ing in these types of claims, wrote 
to the Jewish Week via email.

In a follow-up email, she said: 

“My client is not in a position 
to comment at this time given 
Hillel’s ongoing investigation.”

Steinhardt, a former hedge-
fund manager whose net worth  
is estimated at $1.1 billion, told 
the publication that Hillel has not 
notified him of the investigation, 
although his daughter, Sarah 
Bloom, vice chair of the 
Steinhardt Foundation for Jewish 
Life, and Rabbi David Gedzelman, 
president and CEO of the founda-
tion, have been notified of the 
probe by Hillel.

Hillel has also informed the 
Steinhardt Foundation for Jewish 
Life that it is not soliciting the 
foundation’s annual $50,000 
grant this year to support Hillel’s 
Springboard Fellowship, accord-
ing to sources within Hillel. The 
Fellowship is a national project 
that places recent college gradu-
ates at Hillel campuses nation-
wide.  
     Steindhardt is an investor in 
this newspaper and holds the 
title of chairman of Detroit Jewish 
News LLC.  •

Michael Steinhardt Faces 
‘#Metoo’ Allegations
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Saving lives.
It’s in our 
blood.
And it’s in yours,too.

Keynote Speaker
Alan Dershowitz

MA EN DAVID ADOM 

WEDNESDAY, O TOBE

 

Judy & David Karp

6 p.m.   
Cocktails & Hors D’oeuvres with Alan Dershowitz

 
Tickets $18 (program and speaker only)

Hosted By

Business attire. Dietary laws observed.

.S.V.P. BY F IDAY, SEPTEMBE , 2
by visiting afmda.org/detroit

For more information, please contact  
Sharon Kobernik at skobernik@afmda.org or 888.674.4871.

afmda.org



H
ow do you live with cancer? 
Members of the Cancer 
Thrivers Network for Jewish 

Women have chosen to thrive, not just 
survive. They seek to enjoy 
life as much as possible 
through friendship, educa-
tion and humor.

“Cancer Thrivers is some-
place to go when you have 
a diagnosis and want to live 
every day,” says Janet Moses of West 
Bloomfield, Cancer Thrivers Network 
co-chair.

Cancer Thrivers was started in 2008 
by Michelle Passon, Sandy Schwartz 
and the late Patti Nemer. Members 
enjoy informal monthly lunches, field 
trips and educational programs with 
a goal of laughter, positive feelings 
and support, Susie Yesenko of West 
Bloomfield says. She served on the 
Event Committee for the group’s 
“L’Chaim! Celebrating Life” program 
held Aug. 8 at Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek in Southfield. Nancy Gad-
Harf and Janet Pont were the event 
co-chairs.

“We’re a pretty fragile group, and 
you never know when the next shoe 
will drop. We try to live each day,” 
says Sandy Schwartz of Franklin. 
“We are not a support group. We are 
very grassroots and one on one. One 
patient talks to one patient. We try 
to be what no one else in the Jewish 
community is.” 

Cancer Thrivers has a member-
ship of more than 300 women. “We 
are always welcoming new members 
,and we are open to anyone who has 
cancer. We have members of all ages 
and with all forms of cancer. Some 
had cancer 20 years ago and some 
are ‘repeaters,’” Yesenko says.  

There are no dues because as 
founder Patti Nemer said, “We have 
paid our dues.”

Several years ago, the group affili-
ated with Jewish Family Service. “We 
are part of their health and well-
ness program. We love them, and 
we think they love having us here,” 
Schwartz says.

Educational programs cover a range 
of issues — from diet, supplements 

and nutrition to medical research. 
Doug Ullman, a motivational speaker 
and president/CEO of Pelotonia, a 
three-day event that raises funds for 

cancer research, spoke at a 
recent program.

Another Thrivers event 
featured J. David Almeida, 
Midwest regional director of 
government affairs for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma 

Society, who spoke about parity for 
cancer medications.  While insurance 
companies usually pay for intrave-
nous cancer medications, newer 
medications in pill form often are not 
covered, even though they may cost 
$10,000 or more each month. The 
group is advocating for a proposed bill 
in the Michigan legislation that would 
mandate insurance coverage parity 
for this type of medication.

Cancer Thrivers members are very 
interested in developments con-
cerning cancer risks and treatment. 
The group’s August lunch program 
featured Clifford Hudis, M.D., a world-
renowned cancer specialist who 
is CEO of the American Society of 
Clinical Oncology. He was previously 
chief of the Breast Medicine Service 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center in New York, where he devel-
oped more effective treatments for 
breast cancer.

Hudis discussed the key behavioral 
and environmental risk factors for 
cancer worldwide. Overall, he said, 
cancer has three main unmodifiable 
risk factors —gender, age and inher-
ited genetic material — and three 
modifiable factors —tobacco use, 
personal behavior and exposures to 
toxins, viruses and other environmen-
tal substances.

He ended his talk optimistically, 
noting, “We are learning new things 
every day about cancer.”

Meanwhile, the Cancer Thrivers are 
focused on helping each other to be 
hopeful and enjoy life. •

 
For more information about the Cancer 

Thrivers Network, contact Tracy Agranove at 

tagranove@jfs.org. 

Celebrating Life
Cancer Thrivers seek to educate, 

advocate and enjoy each moment.

ABOVE: Cancer 

Thrivers Network 

founders: Michelle 

Passon, Sandy 

Schwartz and the 

late Patti Nemer.

SHARI S. COHEN CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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Philadelphia Orchestra

734.764.2538 — UMS.ORG

PROGRAM

Nico Muhly Liar, Suite from Marnie
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 35
Rachmaninoff Symphonic Dances, Op. 45

Yannick Nézet-Séguin, music director
Lisa Batiashvili, violin

Presenting Sponsor:    

Supporting Sponsors:     

Media Partners: WRCJ 90.9 FM, WGTE 91.3 FM, and Interlochen Public Radio 

SesiMotors.comSesiMotors.com

Jerusalem Quartet  
Pinchas Zukerman, violin 
Amanda Forsyth, cello

Exclusive Presenting Sponsor: Carl Cohen 
 
Media Partners: WRCJ 90.9 FM and WGTE 91.3 FM

PROGRAM

R. Strauss String Sextet from Capriccio, Op. 85
Schoenberg Verklärte Nacht ( ), Op. 4
Tchaikovsky , Op. 70

Thursday, September 27 // 7:30 pm
Hill Auditorium

Saturday, October 6 // 8 pm
Rackham Auditorium

 

 

Pillars of Excellence

Shirley and Alvin Foon 

Humanitarian Award

Jewish News Outstanding 

Athletes

Dr. Steven (Z”L) & Evelyn Rosen 

Stars of Tomorrow Scholars 

34
th

 ANNUAL DINNER | Tuesday, October 23

6:00pm | Jewish Community Center

Congratulations to the 

Michigan Jewish Sports Foundation 

Hall of Fame 2018 Induction Class

Benefiting 

Michigan Jewish Sports Hall of Fame

Dr. Steven (Z”L) & Evelyn Rosen 

Stars of Tomorrow 

Scholarship Program

Maccabi Detroit at the JCC

 

michiganjewishsports.org

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS CONTACT
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The NSO Life Choices Art Therapy/
Art Microenterprise program, 
developed and facilitated by Janis 
S. Rossman-Kaufman, MEd, ATR, 
RSST, has been named Program of 
the Year by Hank Johnson, execu-
tive director of the ARC Detroit, an 
organization dedicated to providing 
advocacy for persons with intellec-
tual impairments and other develop-
mental disabilities.

The NSO program gives those 
diagnosed with developmental or 
intellectual disabilities the chance to 
meet and collaborate with various 
supportive employment agencies, 
advocacy programs, businesses and 
community events in Wayne County. 
It also organizes five or six bazaars 
each year where participants can 
sell their work.

The ARC Detroit’s 67th Annual 
Legacy Awards Luncheon takes 
place from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 29, at Karas House, 
23632 Plymouth Road, Redford. 
Judge Deborah Thomas is the mis-
tress of ceremonies; Willie Brooks, 
president and CEO of Detroit Wayne 

Mental Health Authority, is the key-
note speaker. 

General admission is $50. 
Admission for individuals with a dis-
ability is $40. In addition to lunch, 
there will be a raffle and silent auc-
tion. Tickets can be purchased at 
www.arc-detroit.org, by calling (313) 
831-0202 or at the door. •

ARC Detroit’s Legacy Awards

Janis Rossman-Kaufman

Franklin Athletic Club is in the  
process of the most extensive 
renovation in its history.  

The improvements come right  
ahead of the club’s 50 year  
anniversary in Fall 2019.

For updates, follow our renovation 
blog at: franklinclub.com/blog 

WE’RE
EVOLVING.

F R A N K L I N  A T H L E T I C  C L U B
2 9 3 5 0  N O R T H W E S T E R N  H W Y  

S O U T H F I E L D ,  M I  4 8 0 3 4

f r a n k l i n c l u b . c o m
2 4 8 . 3 5 2 . 8 0 0 0  e x T  2 3 5

AQUATIC CENTER
GRAND OPENING!
Sunday, September 30th
1:00PM-3:00PM 
Featuring FREE Swim Lessons 
& Mermaid Show! 
Learn more, visit: 
bit.ly/poolopening 

Free !

Direct from her acclaimed performance on Broadway in Carousel!

An Evening with 
Renée Fleming

Conductor Sponsorship

Ms. Fleming is one of the greatest musical 
ambassadors of our time and makes her 
Detroit Opera House debut at MOT’s Season 
Opening Gala. Tickets for the gala dinner 
available by calling the Box Office.
 
With Stephen Lord conducting the MOT 
Orchestra and a special appearance by 
Victoria Jaiani and Dylan Gutierrez of 
Chicago’s renowned Joffrey Ballet.

TICKETS: 

MichiganOpera.org 
or 313.237.7464

Saturday, September 29, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
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The Tamaroff Family
wants to thank the Jewish community

for supporting Tamaroff Motors
for almost 50 years! 

We wish everyone a wonderful Jewish Holiday 
season fi lled with good health,

happiness and peace. 

Marvin & Claire Tamaroff
Jason and Gillian Tamaroff

Jeffrey & Sandi Tamaroff
Eric and Elyse Frehsee
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A
s the moon 
waxes into 
fullness and 

the growing season 
reaches its end, we 
celebrate Sukkot. This 
holiday takes us out 
of this modern time, 
with its comforts and 
complexities, through 
rituals that seem 
downright witchy, if 
not counter-cultural. 

We are called to build a sukkah — a 
temporary dwelling place with three 
walls and a ceiling through which you 
can see the stars. For a week, we eat, 
sleep and pray in these structures, 
inviting guests to join us and visiting 
other sukkot.

I grew up with limited connection 
to Judaism and its traditions. I did the 
bare minimum to get through Hebrew 
school and my bat mitzvah, without 
much thought as to how these teach-
ings could connect to my modern life. 

As an adult, I’ve had many mentors, 
teachers and friends who have shown 
me the many connections between our 
tradition and modern social and envi-
ronmental issues.

Through my work as Giving Gardens 
director at Yad Ezra, I continue to do 
this work as I grow food for our food 
pantry clients and put agricultural 
practices into a Jewish context for 
volunteers and program participants. 
My work involves exploring the ways 
our food system contributes to local 
food insecurity and our responsibility 
as Jews to heal our world. Our mod-
ern ways involve overproduction to 
the extent of extreme waste and harm 
while leaving folks like Yad Ezra’s cli-
ents without access to this bounty. 
How can this persist?

Often, I return to the same concern 
— a disconnectedness from each other, 
our food source and the natural world. 
The wisdom of Sukkot directly contrib-
utes to a solution.

Beginning with the building and 

decorating of the sukkah, some of us 
are working outside more than we have 
all year. Together, we bring represen-
tations of where we are in place and 
season into our temporary outdoor 
homes. Some gather fallen branches 
and flowers, seek out native corn and 
gourds, and prepare meals full of sea-

sonal foods. This is our tradition’s way 
of ensuring that we stay connected to 
the land with a sense of gratitude and 
that we do this in community, deepen-
ing our relationships with friends and 
neighbors through shared meals and 
collaborative building efforts. It’s how 
we as a diasporic, wandering people 

F
olks can get creative with 
erecting a sukkah, as it can 
be out of almost any mate-

rial. What’s sweet is when the 
youngest of kids get in on the 
action and head outside to share 
what they’ve learned about the 
holiday with other Jews in the 
neighborhood. 

One such experience happened 
to property manager Dan Rich of 
Oak Park. When he first heard an 
unexpected knock at the door in 
October 2014, he opened it to find 
two smiling little boys on his porch. 
An older boy accompanying them 
hung back slightly. Rich initially 
thought they were after a dona-
tion or offering lawn services, but 
that assumption was dashed as the 
young boy held out his lulav and 
etrog and offered Dan the chance 
to shake them.

“I was so touched,” Dan said with 

emotion. “He explained that it was 
Sukkot, that the lulav and etrog 
symbolize all the different Jews 
and how we hold them together 
because we are one nation. He 
told me what blessing to say and 
helped me shake.” 

That boy, Yossi Werner, at the 
time, all of 8 years old, now 12, 
is the son of Rabbi Shea and 
Hadassah Werner of Bais Chabad 
of North Oak Park. He has contin-
ued to visit his neighbors every 
Sukkot since while his mom 
watches from their porch. 

The family are Chabad and 
follow the guidelines of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 
who instructed his followers to 
bring Torah and mitzvot to all 
Jews, no matter their affiliation. 

Young Yossi said he does so 
“because the Rebbe said to” but 

admits, “It feels really good. I’m 
doing something that helps other 
people and I’m very happy to do it.”

Yossi is often joined by his broth-
ers, Avromi, 10, and Zalmy, 8, who 
had the important job at age 4 of 
knocking on the doors. 

Last year, the three brothers 
made a miniature sukkah on 
wheels out of extra pieces of wood 
and cloth which they put on a 
wagon and pulled along with their 
bike.

“Eating in a sukkah and shaking 
lulav and etrog in sukkos is such a 
special mitzvah,” Yossi said. “I want 
to help people who don’t have a 
sukkah to still get the mitzvah.” 

Their makeshift sukkah could 
fit two grownups at a time — if 
they sucked in their stomachs and 
didn’t move around too much. 

The Werner brothers rode 
around their neighborhood look-

Reclaiming Sukkot
Finding new meaning in ancient tradition.

Traveling Sukkah
The Werner brothers are miniature Chabad 

emissaries taking the Sukkot mitzvah to neighbors. 

Carly Sugar’s sukkah at her home in Rosedale Park on the northwest side of Detroit. The home is a 

collective of artists and makers called the Glastonbury Collective.

sukkot

Carly Sugar 

ROCHEL BURSTYN CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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lean on tradition and ritual to root 
ourselves in space and time.

For most of us, observing this holi-
day ignites a radical departure from 
our normal lifestyle. To participate 
involves leaving the comforts of lock-
ing doors, a solid roof and privacy. 
Instead, we return to the wilderness 
of our backyards. Emerging from 
our individual homes, we briefly 
leave behind the conveniences and 
independence that can contribute to 
outright isolation.

We remove ourselves from our 
normal, tech-heavy lives and recon-
nect with our basic human needs. 
This experiment is our opportunity 
to remember who we are, to care for 
our community and to appreciate 
the natural world. At least for this 
week, we opt for falling asleep under 
the stars, celebrating the season’s 
bounty with family and friends, and 
praying for rain.

That’s another large part of what 
this harvest celebration is about: 
praying for rain to ensure a bounti-
ful next growing season. Even in 
our wintery region, fall rains are so 
important for the seeds that fall from 
dried flowers and rotten fruit. The 
rain tucks these seeds into the soil 
to begin their period of dormancy 
before blooming in the spring. Many 
would have relied on this rain to 
sustain crops and thirst through a 

dry or frozen season. Even with our 
modern water systems, we face rea-
sons to pray for what is largely taken 
for granted — safe and abundant 
water.

We gather all forces to make this 
prayer for water as powerful as pos-
sible. The etrog and lulav, integral 
symbols and tools of this holiday, 
provide fragrance, sound and move-
ment, keeping us present in our 
bodies as we shake them. They 
encircle us as we move them in the 
four directions around us, above and 
below us and inward toward us. This 
totals seven directions, a powerful 
number in Judaism, representing the 
wholeness of cycle, like the seven 
days of the week, the seven years of 
working and resting the land dur-
ing the shmitah year, and the seven 
cycles of seven years, culminating 
in the jubilee. The wholeness of this 
ritual mirrors that of the self.

This year, we can look at Sukkot 
in a new way through this ancient, 
agricultural lens. Visit a new sukkah, 
build one of your own or support a 
community Sukkot event. Engage 
with its wisdom and reconnect to 
all that gives us life and have a new 
moment with an ancient tradition. •

Carly Sugar is the director of Giving Gardens at 

Yad Ezra in Berkley.

ing for Jewish folks and found two 
ladies who were enchanted with their 
miniature sukkah and were willing to 
shake the lulav and etrog. 

“Even though it wasn’t my mitzvah, 
I feel like I accomplished something 
when the ladies made the brachah,” 
Zalmy said. 

Unfortunately, the wagon wasn’t 
stable and after a few hours of riding, 
their little sukkah fell apart. This year, 
the brothers hope to try again with a 
sturdier wagon. 

Rich always appreciates being 
remembered and included at holiday 
time — not only at Sukkot, but also 
with Chanukah and Purim gifts, some-
times left on his doorstep if he’s not 
home when they visit. 

“Yossi is adorable,” he said. “You 
can see the enthusiasm he has for the 
mitzvot and it makes you excited for 
Judaism, too. Of course, this is what he 
was taught and trained to do, but you 
can see his excitement doing it. It’s so 
cute, all this energy — I couldn’t break 
his heart and not participate!” 

It also evokes positive childhood 
memories for Rich. “Some of what Yossi 
tells me — to shake the lulav north, 
south, east and west — I remember 
from when I was a kid in Hebrew 
school.” •

000000

Video Consults now available with Dr. Ruben on WHATSAPP          248-672-9775

Bruce Ruben, M.D. is the Founder and Medical Director of 
Encompass HealthCare & Wound Medicine, Michigan's premier 

House 
Call            
with 
Dr. Ruben
WHY IS A DISABILITY-FRIENDLY MEDICAL 
OFFICE IMPORTANT?

comfortable within their environments, especially 
in those where they feel vulnerable as in the case of 

a constant challenge for those who are paralyzed 
from the waist or neck down. The rest of the 
world is really built for able-people who can walk, 
stand upright and otherwise get around without 
help. Therefore, it is important that public spaces 

dignity and allow physical access to their doctor. 

handicapped parking right outside of the front doors, easy access from main hallways & 

Add in extras (beyond the American For Disability Act) 

& handles, 48-inch-high walls with hangers just three feet 

disabled or not.
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S
ometimes we catch ourselves 
repeatedly saying something 
to our kids and not being 

listened to: “Turn off the light;” 
“Don’t stay up late;” “Do your 
homework.”

Other times we go so far as to 
list outcomes and consequences 
to different actions but still it feels 
like we are talking to the walls. 

A prevalent example is 
the pressure that teenagers 
feel regarding living up to 
their parents’ standards 
for getting into a select 
college. While parents are 
constantly telling their 
children that they love and 
accept them regardless, the 
teens just don’t seem to 
hear that. 

This week’s Torah 
portion can be looked at in 
two ways. At first glance, 
it may seem that Moshe is 
desperately trying to tell us the 
consequences of our choices one 
last time, hoping that the message 
would finally sink in. To which one 
could ask, “If I didn’t listen until 
now, what’s going to make this 
message be any different?”

Alternatively, Haazinu can be 
seen as a message to us about 
how to tell those around us 
what we really want to say. In 
this parshah, Moshe changes his 
whole approach. While nearly the 
entire Torah and all of Moshe’s 
conversations are written in prose, 
Haazinu is written as a poem. 
Moshe’s underlying message 
was that no matter where we 
fall within the poem, we belong 
equally. This message is reinforced 
by a tradition that everyone’s name 
is alluded to within this poem; 
some names are easier to find 
and some may be quite obscured, 
but together they all form the 
community that has lasted for 
generations. 

Haazinu covers both positives 
and negatives, compliments and 
critiques; yet in this framework, 

we are much more open 
to taking a deeper look 
at what Moshe is trying 
to say. We feel safer; 
our defenses are down, 
and we can more easily 
process and internalize 
the messages of self-
acceptance and self-
growth. 

This is how we have 
to educate our youth. 
More than the words we 
say, our whole approach 

should reflect that no matter what 
our teens accomplish or what 
academic achievement they reach, 
they still have a place within our 
community. Furthermore, their 
place in the community is not 
earned or valued according to 
what they do right or wrong. 

In a poem, every word carries 
weight and is valued, so, too, each 
one of us. It is this foundation of 
unconditional acceptance that 
will allow our teens to truly self-
reflect and recognize areas of 
improvement without judgment or 
shame. 

As we enter this new year and 
explore resolutions for ourselves, 
our families and community, 
maybe we should consider 
that rather than making a new 
resolution, an old resolution can 
be made in a whole new way.  •

Rabbi Yarden Blumstein is the teen director 

at Friendship Circle of Michigan and leads a 

minyan class at Frankel Jewish Academy.

Rabbi Yarden 

Blumstein

A Place For Everyone

Parshat Haazinu: 

Deuteronomy 32:1-

52; II Samuel 22:1-

51.

spirit
torah portion

- Restless Legs
- Bulging Veins

- Swelling
- Discoloration

- Ulcers
- Itching

Varicose veins can result in painful leg symptoms. 
Allure Medical can heal your legs with a non-invasive 
treatment with no downtime. Leg pain is not the only

symptom associated with varicose veins. 

2 4 8 - 2 6 6 - 8 8 2 2

Free Vein Screening

Beverly Hills/ Birmingham 
32804 Pierce St.

Beverly Hills, MI 48025

w w w . a l l u r e v e i n c e n t e r . c o m

Other symptoms may include:

6900 Orchard Lake Road, Ste 215

(Located in the Beaumont building)

Call by October 4th and Allure will have your 
treatment done before your deductible resets in January

Legs healed.
Insurance covered.
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Melanie Reyes Photography Brett Mountain Photography Masserman Photography

Brett Mountain Photography

Brett Mountain Photography

Sunday, September 23, 2018
at the West Bloomfield JCC from 11 AM - 3 PM

1200 Woodward Heights  /  Ferndale, MI 48220  
startrax.com  /  248.263.6300  /  info@startrax.com

register to attend: 

theeventshow2018.eventbrite.com

Planning an Event? 
This is the BEST place to start! 

A trade show style event, host to over 50 vendors, where you can tour exhibits  
and touch products, taste samples, and meet service providers - face-to-face!

Entertainment - Caterers - Floral Design - Linens + Rentals
Photographers - Videographers - Photo Souvenirs

Decorators - Designers - Sweets - Specialty Venues - and more!

show specials for those who attend!

Justin Munter Photography

Justin Munter Photography

2018 exhibitors
A VTI Production
Affairs to Remember
Airbrushed Stuff
Andrea Solomon Event Planner
Annabel’s & Co. Catering
Beverly Hills Club
Cinema Tov Films
Cutting Edge Cuisine
D’vine Cookies & Dough
Dave & Buster’s
Designs by Debbie LeClaire
Detroit Mini Donut
Display Group
Emagine Entertainment
Fabulous Events
Fun with Flip Books
Go Balloonies
Great Lakes Culinary Center
Hampton Inn Commerce
Hampton Inn West Bloomfield 
High Velocity Sports
The HUB Stadium
Infinity Party Bar / Party Cafe
The JCC of Metro Detroit
Jeffrey Floral Architecture
Joe Dumars Fieldhouse
Justin Munter Photography
Mandell Display Design
Masserman Photography
Melanie Reyes Photography
Mike Iezzi Photography
Milkster Creamery
Mitzvah List
The Mitzvah Rabbi 
Oy Video
The Paper Press
Party Assurance
Paul Stoloff Photography
ShutterBooth
Star Trax Events
Star Trax Valet
TaiPei 101
TapSnap
Top That! Event
Trailer Events
Udesign Ghost Chairs
Zap Zone Farmington
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moments

Jayden Benjamin 

Bhatti, surrounded 
by family and friends, 
will be called to the 
bimah as a bar mitz-
vah on Saturday, Sept. 
22, 2018, at Temple 

Israel in West 
Bloomfield. Joining 
in his celebration will 
be his proud parents, 

Alison and Paul Bhatti, and siblings 
Yasmin and Jaxson. Jayden is the lov-
ing grandchild of Valerie and the late 
Leslie Cainer, Barbara and the late Aziz 
Bhatti.

Jayden attends Geisler Middle School 
in Commerce Township. Among his 
mitzvah projects, he found volunteer-
ing at an assisted living home, where 
his great-grandma resided, helping out 
with lunches and afternoon tea, to be 
the most meaningful. 

Bishop

    Jace Bishop, son of 
Jacalyn and Kenneth 
Bishop, will chant 
from the Torah and 
lead the Temple Kol 

Ami congregation in 
West Bloomfield as he 
becomes a bar mitz-
vah on Saturday, Sept. 
22, 2018. He is the 

grandson of Joani and James Lesser, 
and Rosemarie Bishop. Jace is the older 
brother of Cooper and Addelyn, and is 
sharing this special occasion with his 
cousin Evan Smyk.

Jace is an eighth-grader at Berkshire 
Middle School in Birmingham. For his 
mitzvah project, he volunteered with 
the Miracle League of Michigan.

Bleiberg

     Graycin Henrie 

Bleiberg will lead the 
congregation in 
prayer as she 
becomes a bat mitz-
vah at Temple Israel 
in West Bloomfield on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, 
2018. She will be 
joined in celebration 

by her proud parents, Erin and Dr. 
Marvin Bleiberg, and grandparents 
Marcia and Ira Auslander, and Ada and 
Mike Bleiberg.  
     She is a student at Detroit Country 
Day School in Beverly Hills.  Gracie, an 
animal enthusiast, found volunteering 
at the Oakland County Animal Shelter 
to be the most meaningful of her many 
mitzvah projects.

Chernett

    Merrick Avery 

Chernett will lead 
the congregation in 
prayer as he becomes 
a bar mitzvah at 
Temple Israel in 
West Bloomfield on 
Friday, Sept. 21, 2018. 
He will be joined in 
celebration by his 

proud parents, Stacy and Jorey 

Chernett, and brothers Brevin and 
Jonah. Merrick is the loving grandchild 
of Vicki and Jeff Ingber, Sande and 
Robert Chernett, and the late Barbara 
Chernett; and great-grandchild of Dan 
Feldman. 

Merrick is a student at West Hills 
Middle School in Bloomfield Hills. For 
his most meaningful mitzvah project, 
he volunteered at Friendship Circle 
in West Bloomfield, including partici-
pating in its Miracle League baseball 
games.

Niskar 

    Noah Chase Niskar, 
son of Jodi Niskar and 
Joseph Niskar, will be 
called to the bimah as 
a bar mitzvah on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, 
2018, at Temple 

Israel in West 
Bloomfield. He will be 
joined in celebration 

by his brother Aidan, proud grandpar-
ents Shelley and Ed Kohl, and Gail and 
Howard Niskar, and great-grandfather 
Louis Landgarten. Noah is also the 
grandchild of the late Howard Bennett.

He is a student at Norup Middle 
School in Oak Park. As his most mean-
ingful mitzvah project, Noah participat-
ed in a basketball event to raise funds 
for research and to support those with 
childhood cancer. 

Rosenzweig

     Jolie Sloan 

Rosenzweig, daugh-
ter of Jackie and Neil 
Rosenzweig, will 
chant from the Torah 
on the occasion of her 
bat mitzvah at 
Temple Israel in 
West Bloomfield on 
Friday, Sept. 21, 2018. 
She will be joined in 

celebration by her brother Chase and 
proud grandparents Barbara and 
Howard Leshman, and Kathy and 
Dennis Rosenzweig. 

Jolie is a student at West Hills Middle 
School in Bloomfield Hills. Among 
her many mitzvah projects, she found 
it most rewarding to raise funds for 
the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of 
America, an organization that is close 
to her family’s hearts.

Smyk

    Evan Smyk, son of 
Julie and Patrick 
Smyk of Farmington 
Hills, will lead the 
congregation as he 
becomes a bar mitz-
vah on Saturday, Sept. 
22, 2018, at Temple 

Kol Ami in West 
Bloomfield. He is the 

grandson of Joani and James Lesser. 
Evan’s sister, Hannah, will also partici-
pate in his ceremony, and Evan is shar-
ing this very special occasion with his 
cousin Jace Bishop.

Evan is an eighth-grader at Warner 
Middle School in Farmington Hills. For 

Bhatti

WHEREVER YOUR 
TRAVELS TAKE YOU.

Experience travel the way it should be.

888-426-8999   |   PentastarAviation.com   |

©2018 Pentastar Aviation.

Private Jet Charter | Aircraft Management | Advisory Services  
Aircraft Maintenance | Avionics Services | Interior Services | Executive Terminal

CANTOR SAMUEL
GREENBAUM 

— Certified Mohel —

Skill, Sensitivity and Tradition 
come together to create your special Bris.

855ABoy@gmail.com
Office: (248) 547-7970

Answering all of your anesthetic 
& aftercare needs.

(248) 417-5632 

1942 Grand River, Detroit, MI I 313.446.8360 I www.castlehalldetroit.com

Castle Hall is located within the historic G.A.R. building in downtown Detroit. Off ering two 
private rooms with high ceilings, original wood fl oor and impressive views of Beacon Park. 
Every event is planned with attention to detail, providing fi nishing touches that elevate your 
event from the ordinary to the curated. From intimate events like weddings and bar/bat 
mitzvahs to corporate mixers and holiday parties, Castle Hall can accommodate the scope 
of your imagination. Please visit CastleHallDetroit.com for more information.
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moments

Y
ifat Clein and Ruby 

Robinson were married on 

Sept. 2, 2018, at El Club in 

Detroit. Rabbi Ariana Silverman 

of the Isaac Agree Downtown 

Synagogue officiated. 

The bride is the daughter of 

Roselyn Clein of Kibbutz Sasa, 

Israel, and the late Joseph Clein. 

The groom is the son of Davida and 

Warren Robinson of Franklin. 

Also participating in the cer-

emony were the couple’s immediate 

family members and close friends. 
Yifat and Ruby reside in Detroit. •

Robinson-Clein

D
r. Richard L. Bluford of 
Bingham Farms celebrated 
his 100th birthday on Sept. 

18, 2018. To commemorate the 
occasion, dinners were held in his 
honor at Eddie V’s, Troy, Sept. 15, 
and Andiamo, Livonia, on Sept. 18.  
The celebrations were attended by 
his children, Alan (Alita) Bluford, 
Larry (Nikki) Bluford and Fran 
(Glenn) Spraetz; granddaughter, 
Amy Bluford; companion, Elayne 
Greenspan; as well as Elayne’s fam-
ily, extended honorary family and 
close friends. Good memories and 
good food were shared by all. •

Bluford 100th

C
huck and Marlene Toby of 
Sylvan Lake celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary 

with a three-week Baltic cruise in 
July. They met in 1957 at Michigan 
State University and wed on Aug. 
27, 1958. They are loved by their 
children, Sheryl Toby and Stuart 
Bandalene, Laurel and Mark 
Felsenfeld, Andrea and Rob Teitel, 
Daryl and Ling Toby; grandchildren, 
Emily, Carmy, Miles, Aaron, Alissa, 
Elana, Ryan, Ari, Levi; and great-
granddaughter Maia. Their children 
marked this special occasion with a celebratory weekend Up North followed by 
a bon voyage get-together with extended family.  •

Toby 60th

his mitzvah project, he enjoyed volun-
teering for multiple programs through 
Jewish Family Service. 

Zamler

     Ari Simon Zamler, 
surrounded by fami-
ly and friends, will 
chant from the 
Torah as he becomes 
a bar mitzvah at 
Temple Israel in 
West Bloomfield on 

Saturday, Sept. 22, 2018. He will be 
joined in celebration by his proud par-
ents, Ellory and Chad Zamler, and 
brother Blake. He is the loving grand-
child of Linda and Richard Goldstein, 
and Carol and Gene Zamler. 

Ari is a student at Berkshire Middle 
School in Birmingham. As part of his 
most meaningful mitzvah project, he 
gave his time volunteering for “It’s a 
Mitzvah,” where he made blankets for 
donation. 

Licensed Specialists 
for Children

& Adults

West Bloomfi eld
Commerce Township

248.926.4100
Located in the 

Lakes Medical Building

Waterford
248-673-4100

Dr. Nelson Hersh
Dr. Marsha Beattie
Dr. Amy Isenberg

Ask the Orthodontist

248-926-4100
www.hershbeattieortho.com

Braces use steady, gentle pressure over time to move teeth into their proper 

positions. They don't look like they're doing much just sitting there, but in fact 

there’s something happening every moment during your orthodontic treatment!  

The main components for tooth movement are braces attached to the teeth, 

a wire uniting the braces, and teeth of course!  Light wires used during the 

beginning of orthodontic treatment have “memory” that when bent to the 

position of crooked teeth apply light pressure to guide teeth into alignment.  

Sometimes these wires are even temperature sensitive, allowing the patient 

to manage their activation and therefore level of comfort.  Finishing archwires 

may be bent if necessary to refl ect your '”ideal" bite - what we want you to look 

like after treatment.  Thanks to advances in the technology of braces and

wires all this happens much quicker and gentler than ever

before - an engineering miracle!

Patients also contribute to achieving a healthy and beautiful treatment result.  

The importance of cooperation with oral hygiene and care of the braces 

cannot be minimized.  Healthy tissues allow teeth to move more predictably 

and effi ciently during treatment.  Rubber bands or elastics are often utilized to 

achieve straighter teeth and bite coordination.  When attached to your braces, 

elastics exert the force that creates the right amount of pressure to move teeth 

in directions that the braces alone can't.  A lack of consistency in wearing 

rubber bands can create discomfort or bring treatment to a standstill. Teeth 

never fail to move when elastics are worn as directed!

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact our offi ce.   

We are located on the border of West Bloomfi eld/Commerce Township.  2300 

Haggerty Road, Suite 1160  (248) 926-4100 and 5133 Highland Road, 

Waterford (248) 673-4100.

How do braces straighten
crooked teeth?Happy 

New Year!

Dr. Craig Singer

Craig Singer, M.D. 
Dermatology, PLLC

Specializing in Medical 
Dermatology, Cosmetic 

Dermatology and 
Dermatological Surgery

31000 Telegraph Rd. Suite 260 
Bingham Farms, MI 48025

Located in the Jamestown Building
on the northeast corner of 

Telegraph Road and 13 Mile

Offi ce (248) 792-3785
www.SingerDerm.com

Certifi ed Mohel 

Traditional bris performed 
by an experienced

physician

VISIT ME ON THE WEB!

Cell (248) 224-3577
Home (248) 792-5666
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JEFF & MATT BARKER

248.425.6000 
je @je barkerhomes.com
www.je barkerhomes.com

Associate Brokers
Top 1% of Realtors Nationally

Over 50 Homes Sold in 2018

6025 Upper Straits Blvd 
100’ Frontage on All-Sports Upper Straits Lake 

Spectacular Southern & Elevated Views, 1.38 Acres 
$1,649,900

576 W Merrill St 
2 BR, 2.1 BA, 1,290 SF 

Downtown Birmingham 
Private Balcony & Garage 

$375,000

2744 Brady Dr 
4 BR, 2.1 BA, 2,450 SF 

Newer Kitchen & Master Bath 
Bloomfield Hills Schools 

$349,900

5975 Seville Cir 
4 BR, 3.2 BA, 3,915 SF 

3/4 Acre Lot, 3 Car Gar 
Upper Straits Lake Privileges 

$529,900

4812 S Valleyview Rd 
4 BR, 2.1 BA, 3,182 SF 

Hardwood Floors Throughout 
Bloomfield Hills Schools 

$379,500
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323 Lakewood Dr ~ City of Bloomfield Hills 
150’ Frontage on Endicott Lake, 2 Acres 

5,560 SF, 4 Car Garage, Birmingham Schools 
$1,425,000

29797 Deer Run 
3 BR, 3.1 BA, 2,200 SF 

Detached, Ranch Condo 
Waterfront Setting 

$369,900

4813 Pelican Way 
3 BR, 2.1 BA, 2,240 SF 

Detached Condo 
John Morgan Bathrooms 

$369,900

3135 Point of the Woods Dr 
3 BR, 2.1 BA, 2,034 SF 

First Floor Master Site Condo 
Newer Kitchen & Master Bath 

$325,000

5678 Drake Hollow Dr W 
2 BR, 2.1 BA, 1,553 SF 

End Unit Condo 
Walled Lake Schools 

$219,900

Trust two generations with 25 years of experience  
and 1,100 homes sold with your real estate transactions.
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A Luxury Experience
at all prices

”

Nanci J. Rands
Associate Broker

TOP PRODUCER

248.701.9000
nanci@nancirands.com

Meredith Colburn
Associate Broker

TOP PRODUCER

248.762.5319
meredith@meredithcolburn.com

  Your wealth of experience in the market and connection to other local 

Realtors sold our home in record time. You utilized great resources  to best 

market and position our home, from the photography to staging – both 

made a HUGE difference.  Your team was always responsive, prompt and 

handled a few road bumps with ease.  

– Seller, Birmingham ”

www.RandsColburn.com

442 S. Old Woodward Avenue | Birmingham, MI 48009

BLOOMFIELD VILLAGE | 3380 Morningview Terrace | $995,000 CITY OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS | 730 Falmouth Drive | $1,350,000 

CITY OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS | 330 Lowell Court | $2,795,000 BLOOMFIELD HILLS | 1265 Club Drive | $1,898,000

BLOOMFIELD HILLS | 7420 Inner Circle Drive | $7,495,000 

   
NEW PRICE

  JU
ST LISTED

  JU
ST LISTED

   
NEW PRICE
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J
im Berk wrote yet another success 
story last month at the Michigan 
Senior Olympics.

The West Bloomfield resident won 
three gold medals and one silver 
medal swimming in four events at 
Oakland University, giving him 15 
golds, three silvers and one bronze 
over six years. 

He’s been in 19 events and won a 
medal in each one of them.

Berk’s most recent golds came in 
the 50-, 100- and 200-yard breaststroke 
and his silver was in the 100-yard indi-
vidual medley in the 60-64 age group.

The IM consists of butterfly, back-
stroke, breaststroke and freestyle legs.

Thanks to his medal haul last 
month, Berk, 64, qualified for the 17th 
National Senior Games next June in 
Albuquerque, N.M., where he plans to 
compete in the 100 and 200 breast-
stroke.

Back in 2015, Berk won a silver 
medal in the 100 breaststroke and 
placed sixth in the 50 breaststroke 
in the National Senior Games in 
Minneapolis. 

Last year at the National Senior 
Games in Birmingham, Ala., Berk 
earned a ribbon and a spot on the 
podium for his eighth-place finish in 
the 200 breaststroke.

While he’s excited about adding to 
his Michigan Senior Olympics medal 

collection, Berk is equally pumped 
about how he did in a 5-kilometer 
(3.11-mile) competitive swim last 
month in Halfmoon Lake in the 
Pinckney Recreation Area.

It was his first open water competi-
tive swim.

“My goal was to finish the lake swim 
in less than two hours, and I did it,” he 
said. “My time was one hour, 51 min-
utes and 20 seconds. It was exhilarat-
ing, but the last mile was challenging. I 
could feel my arms getting tired.”

It wasn’t a windy morning, Berk 
said, so the current didn’t pose many 
problems.

“But the water wasn’t clear. It was 
murky,” he said. “I did mostly breast-
stroke; I could see where I was going. I 
saw swimmers doing freestyle veer off 
the course.”

Even though it was a long day — he 
got up at 4:30 a.m. so he could be at 
Halfmoon Lake in plenty of time for 
the 8 a.m. start of the race — Berk said 
he’d do another competitive lake swim. 

And he’s considering adding lake 
swimming to his training regimen.

“Anything that’s difficult to do can 
help you,” he said. 

Berk is a familiar face and voice to 
Detroit sports fans. 

As a sports broadcaster, he’s worked 
for every local TV station except 
Channel 7, done morning drive-time 
sports broadcasts on WWJ Newsradio 
950, and called play-by-play for 
University of Detroit basketball games 
on the radio.

He still does a show on the Detroit 
Tigers on Comcast cable.

Berk transitioned to a new full-time 
career 18 years ago. He’s a personal 
trainer and exercise teacher, doing 
much of his work in retirement homes.

The National Senior Games is a 
19-sport, biennial competition for men 
and women age 50 and older. It’s the 
largest multi-sport event in the world 
for seniors.

Member organizations of the 
National Senior Games Association 
like Michigan Senior Olympics hold 
qualifying competitions in the year 
preceding each National Senior 
Games. •

Send news to stevestein502004@yahoo.com.

Swim 
3 Miles In
A Lake … 

Why Not?

TOP: Jim Berk shows off the swimming medals he 

won last month at the Michigan Senior Olympics. 

ABOVE: Jim Berk catches up with ex-Detroit Tigers 

star and new Baseball Hall of Famer Alan Trammell 

on the day Trammell was honored by the Tigers 

this summer.

STEVE STEIN CONTRIBUTING WRITER

sports

000000

Keyes Real Estate
Throughout South Florida, Including Boca, Boynton,  

Delray, Broward and Miami-Dade Counties

Nina Spinner-Sands
NinaSpinner-Sands 

@keyes.com

(954) 290-8293

Rita Morse
RitaMorse@keyes.com

(305) 609-7559

Let Old Friends be your Michigan-Florida Connection

Sell  
Your Family's Property

Buy  
Your Florida Home

Invest  
in a Growing Florida Economy

Patient 
Appreciation Day

Steven E. Stein, M.D.

Somerset Center for 
Plastic Surgery

Steven E. Stein, M.D.

1579 W. Big Beaver Rd. Suite B-7, Troy, Michigan 48084

Come See What's New And
Talk To Professionals

(Please note – no procedures will be done the day of the event.)

“BRING A FRIEND” and receive a card 
which allows both of you to receive 10 

free units of Botox! It’s a WIN-WIN!

DISCOUNTED
R.S.V.P. BY SEPTEMBER 27TH – THANK YOU!

248-643-7710
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4130 Telegraph Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

NOAH  BISHOP COHEN
The Next Generation of “SOLD”

ns.cohen26@gmail.com

MELANIE  BISHOP
“SOLD” is my middle name

melaniesold@aol.com 

MelanieSold.comOVER $52 MILLION SOLD IN 2017

248.867.7800

EXTRAORDINARY NANTUCKET STYLE HOMEMANOR HOME ON 3 LOTS

BUILT IN 2000

IMPRESSIVE RENOVATION

END UNIT TOWNHOME

BIRMINGHAM
4484 sq. ft, 4 bed, 4.2 baths, 

3 car attached garage
$1,395,000

FRANKLIN
5469 sq. ft. plus fi nished daylight 

lower level, 5 bed, 5.2 baths
$1,225,000

ALL SPORTS CASS LAKEFRONT

ORCHARD LAKE
3661 sq. ft. plus fi nished walk-out 

lower level, 3 bed, 3.3 baths
$1,150,000

BIRMINGHAM
2056 sq. ft. plus over 1000 fi nished sq. ft. in 

lower level. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms.
$499,900

WEST BLOOMFIELD
1553 sq. ft. plus fi nished walk-out, 

2 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
$225,000

SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS!

WEST BLOOMFIELD
4133 sq. ft. plus fi nished walk-out 

lower level, 4 bed, 4.2 baths
$675,000

BUILT IN 2001 MOVE-IN READY

WEST BLOOMFIELD
3279 sq. ft. plus fi nished lower level

4 bedrooms, 2 full & 2 half baths
$434,900

BLOOMFIELD HILLS
2787 sq. ft, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms

$425,000

TOTO WASHLET bidet seat-a 

complete clean that’s simply brilliant.

A REFRESHING
REVOLUTION 

WWW.WASHLET.COM

Products shown: 

Vespin II Two-Piece Toilet 

with WASHLET S350E

98
YEARS
1920-2018

SHOWROOM & SALES 
1977 E. West Maple Road, Walled Lake, MI 48390  248-669-7474
SALES 
150 Parsons Street, Detroit, MI 48201  313-831-7770 
www.advanceplumbing.com



A 
sukkah can be a humble thing, a 
hut made of plywood two-by-fours 
and nails with a roof of evergreen 

branches. It can be chateau-like in min-
iature, with chandeliers, carpets and 
windows. Or it can be egg-shaped and 
covered in petal-shaped shingles. 

However plain, grand or whimsical, 
the sukkah must serve the purpose of 
providing shelter for the seven days of the 
holiday of Sukkot, this year from sundown 
Sept. 23 through Sept. 30. 

The timing of the harvest holiday coin-
cides with the Detroit Month of Design, 
making the first-ever Sukkah x Detroit 
sukkah design competition a neat addi-
tion to Detroit’s thriving creative economy.

The Isaac Agree Downtown Synagogue 
is lead presenter of the competition, with 
funding coming from a $100,000 grant 
from the William Davidson Foundation 
plus support from Jennifer and Dan 
Gilbert. The competition drew nearly 80 
submissions from as far away as Gibraltar, 
Iran and Uganda. A jury selected five suk-
kah designs based on criteria that includ-
ed functionality, aesthetics, buildability 
and conformity to religious law. 

The winning sukkahs (two by local 
designers) will be exhibited in Detroit’s 
Capitol Park, near the synagogue, 
throughout Sukkot. Programming 
throughout the week includes suk-
kah decoration making, a sukkah hop, 
lunch and learn, a klezmer party and 
other activities connecting the holiday 
to Detroit’s rich tradition of urban farm-
ing and social justice. Program partners 
include The Well, NEXTGen Detroit, 
ChabaD, Hazon, the Jewish Community 
Center, Reboot, Hillel of Metro Detroit and 
Repair the World. For a full schedule, go 
to Sukkah x Detroit’s Facebook page (bit.
ly/2N4WRjU).

A similar competition in New York 
in 2010 inspired Sukkah x Detroit, says 
Jodee Fishman Raines, president of the 
Downtown Synagogue. Detroit is in the 
midst of a rebirth, and because it is one 
of the first cities designated as a City of 
Design by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), celebrating design through 
forms of the sukkah was a natural. Raines 
hopes to introduce new people to the 
Griswold Street synagogue, strengthen 

bonds with other Jewish organizations, 
and educate Jews and non-Jews about the 
holiday of Sukkot.

Sukkah x Detroit competitors were 
required to submit an artist’s statement 
with a rendering of the design. Raines 
loved how thoughtful they were, especially 
because most are not Jewish. 

That egg-shaped sukkah design, how-
ever, was created by a Jew, Noah Ives, who 
runs an architecture firm in Portland, 
Ore. Ives celebrated Sukkot growing up in 
Newton, Mass., but his family didn’t build 
a sukkah at home.

He loved the specificity of the competi-
tion, which came with a $5,000 design fee 
and $10,000 for materials and construc-
tion. 

“I kind of love the nuances of it,” Ives, 
36, says. “It’s great to have a project where 
requirements, instead of being purely 
budgetary or about productivity, have to 
do with daylight and a view of the stars. 
These are all things we love, so it’s great to 
have them built into a project.”

Ives did run into a glitch: He learned 
that a plywood roof wouldn’t pass kosher 
muster, so he had to use basswood, a 
lighter wood that is not considered opti-
mal in builds but works in this case.

A few weeks before coming to Detroit 
for the build, Ives connected with a work-
shop in Detroit to laser-cut the petals that 
form the 1,000-pound sukkah. He still 
wasn’t sure how he’d transport everything 
to the city.

Having a context, or in this case, arcane 
Jewish law, can make a project more 
enjoyable, says Noah Resnick, co-chair 

JULIE EDGAR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Downtown Synagogue’s 

design competition

to bring Sukkot alive at 

Capitol Park. 
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Sukkah x Sukkah x DetroitDetroit

des ign

arts&life

TOP: “Hallel” by Abre Ettah, New Malden, Britain, UK: This 

sukkah brings together the historic elements of Sukkot 

— light, water and festive celebration. ABOVE: Nice One of 

Cambridge, Mass., created this sukkah as an impermanent 

shelter exposed to the elements. Composed of thousands of 

suspended bundles, it hides an intimate place of rest.
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of the Sukkah x Detroit jury. Resnick is the 
director of the master’s program in architec-
ture at University of Detroit-Mercy. He is also 
a principal at LAAVU, an architecture studio 
in Corktown.

“To suggest that these rules have been in 
place for a couple thousand years makes it 
intriguing,” he says. “They’re arbitrary, on one 
hand, but they aren’t made up. They have a 
history behind them; it gives designers some-
thing to dig into.”

Resnick has fond memories of the years he 
and his brother built and lived in a sukkah 
behind their Miami home. It was the first 
structure he built and possibly formative in 
his decision to become an architect. 

“My brother and I didn’t get along super 
well, but that’s one of the rare times we did. 
We took some of the rules pretty seriously. We 
made strictly kosher sukkot and had a lot of 
fun doing that,” he says. The s’chach, or roof, 

was always palm fronds. The extras were 
donated to their shul.

The jury had seven members, includ-
ing co-chair Anya Sirota, an architect 
who teaches at the University of Michigan 
Taubman College of Architeture and 
founded the archtecture firm Akoaki in 
Detroit. 

“Since we are all designers and aes-
thetes, we wanted them to be beautiful,” 
Resnick, 41, says. “Really critical was 
whether these designs were buildable, safe 
and rugged within the $10,000 budget. 

While there were some 
designs that were very 
beautiful, it would’ve cost 
$50,000 to build them. 
Thinking through to the 
physical product at the 
end was something we 
had to consider.”

ORGANIZING THE 
PROJECT
The process that began 
well before the jury began 
its work has been over-
seen to a large extent by 
volunteer Sigal Hemy. 
She helped write the 
request for proposals, 
worked with Rabbis 
Ariana Silverman of the 
Downtown Synagogue 
and Yisrael Pinson of 

Chabad of Greater Downtown Detroit, got 
permits (with help from Dan Gilbert’s orga-
nization), put together a show catalogue and 
exhibit. 

Hemy praised George Roberts, a board 
member of NEXTGen and director of public 
spaces at Quicken Loans, for assistance in 
helping with the build. Jon Koller, an engi-
neer, synagogue member and community 
builder, helped ensure the designs were struc-
turally sound.

 “One of the reasons I was interested in 
organizing the project is first, I work in the 
arts, so something that connects Judaism 
with the arts in Detroit was in my wheel-
house,” says Hemy, an arts program officer at 
the Erb Foundation, where she works with 
Raines. “We support other people’s projects, 
so really, I’ve been enjoying working on some-
thing with my own hands. I’ve learned what it 
takes to get that done.” •

What Is Sukkot?

Sukkot is a celebration of the in-gathering of the fruit harvest in the 
early fall. It is one of three “walking” festivals in which Jews in ancient 
times streamed into Jerusalem to bring sacrifices to the Temple.

The sukkah is a commemoration of the Israelites’ journey through 
the desert after leaving Egypt, when they were protected by clouds of 
glory. Its roof, made of natural materials that allow a view of the sky 
and stars, is meant to evoke their spiritual ascent. Another interpreta-
tion is that the sukkahs represent the tents the Israelites dwelled in 
during the 40-year desert trek. During the week of Sukkot, Jews are 
supposed to eat all their meals and sleep in the sukkah, which should 
be built to withstand the elements. Special prayers are made inside the 
dwelling. 

One of the rituals of the holiday is making a prayer over the four 
plant species —palm, myrtle and willow, along with the etrog, a fra-
grant citrus — that represent the unity of various personalities that 
comprise the community of Israel. •    — Chabad.org

TOP TO BOTTOM: “The Shuk-Kah” by Gamma 

Architects, Paul Bassano, Gibraltar: Recycled plastic 

vegetable crates form the structure and furniture in 

this sukkah that recall fruit displays in markets dur-

ing harvest time; “Pocket Space” by Je-Le, an archi-

tectural design and research office in Detroit headed 

by Michael Jefferson and Suzanne Lettieri. This 

sukkah embraces the fruit harvest and uses inter-

nal netting to define the “walls” of the sukkah and 

more; “Seedling Sukkah” by Noah Ives of Portland, 

Ore.: Inspired by the simple elegance of natural pat-

terns, this sukkah is an intimate gathering space as 

well as an eye-catching place marker.
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I
t won’t be in a sukkah, but the sur-
roundings will give the sense of being 
in one with indoor-outdoor access.

It won’t serve home-cooked holiday 
foods, but the catered dinner menu will 
offer variety and the essence of special 
tastes. And it won’t focus on familiar tra-
ditions, but there will be a dramatic pres-
ence to take participants into what has 
been a storied tradition.

Ultimately, it will introduce a brand-
new Sukkot-centered happening to young 
adults attending an innovative theater 
experience created by The Well in col-
laboration with The In[heir]itance Project, 
based in New York.

It’s called Embodied: Séance–Kabbalah–

Sukkah and invites young adults to join 
imaginative festivities in any one of three 
sessions scheduled Thursday-Saturday, 
Sept. 27-29, and divided between Temple 
Israel in West Bloomfield and the Next 
Space Gallery in Ferndale.

“I’m hoping participants will connect 
with the holiday of Sukkot in a different 
way using a medium that we don’t see 
all that frequently in Metro Detroit — an 
immersive theater experience,” says Rabbi 
Dan Horwitz, founding director of The 
Well, who is developing ways to build a 
sense of community among people in 
their 20s and 30s.

“Jon Adam Ross and Chantal 
Pavageaux, who are creating this event, 
are part of an avant-garde theater com-
pany, and they have received significant 
national recognition for their work. They 
push boundaries and facilitate conversa-
tions,” Horwitz says. “The theater com-
pany is featured as one of the 50 most 
innovative and impactful Jewish organiza-
tions in the country, alongside The Well, 
in the 2018 Slingshot Guide.”

While Slingshot initiatives have to do 

with nurturing the talents of young adult 
members of the Jewish community, The 
In[heir]itance Project works with commu-
nities beyond those that are Jewish.

“Our organization got started in 2015, 
although Chantal and I had been working 
together for about 15 years doing work 

that engages communities by devising 
theater in different ways,” explains Ross, 
managing director and founding artist.

“We have received a very generous 
grant from the {New York City-based] 
Covenant Foundation [which supports 
innovative programming for Jewish edu-
cation] to create a national theater series 
of plays inspired by the Book of Genesis.

“From the start to the end of 2017, we 
devised plays in five different cities explor-
ing stories from Genesis and putting those 
stories in conversation with the experi-
ences of the people in the communities 
where we were making theater.”

In Kansas, for example, where there 
were white supremacist shootings in the 

Jewish and Muslim communities, the 
troupe explored with both of those com-
munities their own inherited versions of 
the story of Sarah and Hagar, Abraham’s 
wives, one the mother of Isaac and one 
the mother of Ishmael.

“In each community we go to, we do a 
similar process of pairing a 
sacred text with the narrative 
of what’s happening or has 
happened in that commu-
nity,” Ross says. “We also do 
projects that are not biblical.

“We have a broad defini-
tion of sacred texts. They do 
not have to be religious, but 
each has to be sacred to the 
community involved. When 
we engage in smaller proj-
ects, like the one in Detroit, 
sacred texts can be traditions 
of a holiday that we turn into 
experiences for that com-
munity.”

For Embodied, the tradi-
tion at the center of the pre-
sentation is Ushpizin. 

“Ushpizin, a Jewish mystical tradition, 
is the closest thing the Jewish tradition 
has to a séance, where we welcome back 
deceased ancestors among our honored 
guests in the sukkah,” explains Horwitz, 
who suggests the concept could involve 
speaking about someone represented by 
an empty chair or using costumed charac-
ters engaged in bibliodrama techniques. 

Local actors will be featured in the pre-
sentation with contributions from volun-
teering participants attending the events.

“In this instance, we started with 
research into the ritual of the holiday 
overall,” says Pavageaux, artistic director 
and founding artist. “Next, we go through 
a process of absorption and classification, 

looking for patterns in the research. 
“Also, in this instance, it became break-

ing down the pattern of the way ancestors 
are called upon and breaking down the 
patterns of the dinner party to find con-
nections. We shape the material to be 
more linear or more narrative depending 
on what the piece calls for in shaping the 
material,” she adds. 

“The final stages usually are design and 
presentation, finding ways to tell the story 
through the other activities happening 
in the room. It’s a little more immersive 
because there’s more than what’s just 
happening [among the actors]. We like to 
think of it as being responsive. The works 
that we make acknowledge that it’s hap-
pening in this moment in this room.” 

Horwitz commissioned the New York 
company and has been working with 
Ross since the two met at a Connecticut 
retreat hosted months ago by the Kenissa 
Network, which aims to bring innovative 
approaches to Jewish life.

“One goal of The Well is to create expe-
riences easily replicable in other Jewish 
communities around the country,” says 
Horwitz, who has been successful in 
achieving this goal with the development 
of a Passover-inspired escape room.

“We’re excited to do research and devel-
opment in Detroit that is then exported 
nationally.” •

SUZANNE CHESSLER  CONTRIBUTING WRITER

theater
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Immersive theater 

experience will provide

a new way of connecting

to the holiday. Sukkot Embodied

TOP: The In[heir]itance Project performance of the Sarah-Hagar 

story from Genesis in Kanas City. ABOVE: Jon Adam Ross with a 

group of kids in Austin, Texas .

Details

Embodied: Séance-Kabbalah-Sukkah  will 
be presented 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
27, at Temple Israel in West Bloomfield and 
8:30-10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Sept. 
28-29, at the Next Space Gallery in Ferndale. 
$34. Visit thewellembodied.
eventbrite.com. 
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S
even-time Emmy Award-winning 
actor Ed Asner stars in Ed. 
Weinberger’s one-man com-

edy A Man and His Prostate at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 22, at the historic 
Players Theatre at 3321 E. Jefferson in 
Detroit. 

He recently sat down with the JN in 
advance of his performance for a fun 
and fact-filled interview.

JN: Because this interview is for the JN, 
let’s talk about Eddie (Yitzhak) Asner, 
the nice Jewish boy who was the son 
of Russian-born parents and raised 
Orthodox.
ASNER: I ceased being a nice Jewish 
boy a long time ago — so far back that 
it’s shrouded in the midst of time.
JN: So, you’re not Orthodox anymore?
ASNER: I triumphantly denied kashrut 
when I was a teenager.
JN: It’s been well-documented that 
you’re a major activist and staunch 
Democrat.
ASNER: If you’re not an activist, then 
you’re a nobody. The interesting thing 
that we now experience as Jews in 
America is the conflict that Israel cre-
ates for us in so many ways. There are 
two bodies of Jews — the Israelis and 
the Americans.
JN: What was it like growing up Jewish 
in Kansas City, Mo., where you were 
born?
ASNER: Kansas City was primarily 
Protestant, and I came to appreciate 
the value of being in a minority and of 
being discriminated against. I’m a Jew 
and I refuse to deny it.
JN: You are a champion for many 
causes including being on the 
Entertainment Board of Directors for 
the Survivors Mitzvah Project and 
an adviser to the Rosenberg Fund for 
Children as well as Autism Speaks. 
In May, you received the Community 
Impact Award from Matan at its Gala in 
New York City. Why is autism advocacy 
so important to you?
ASNER: My youngest son and my 
grandson are autistic, and we have 
many friends who have kids with 
autism. It’s an enormous problem in 
this country, and it needs to have atten-
tion called to it. My oldest son, Matt, 
recently left his position as vice presi-
dent of development for the Autism 
Society of America to head up a cam-
paign with his wife to establish the 
Ed Asner Center in the San Fernando 
Valley. The Center is being created for 
those on the spectrum — any spec-
trum. It’s a much-needed center that 
should be operational by the end of 
December.
JN: Last year, at age 88, you became 
a first-time author of a book with 
the world’s longest title: The Grouchy 

Historian: An Old-Time Lefty Defends 

Our Constitution Against Right-Wing 

Hypocrites and Nutjobs. You co-wrote 
The Grouchy Historian with Ed. 

Weinberger, who you met when he was 
a screenwriter on The Mary Tyler Moore 
show with you. How did the book come 
about?
ASNER: The book was an outcry in gen-
eral against the forces of conservatism. 
Ed. was the driving force on the book, 
and it was aimed at the right wing of 
our country who like to proclaim that 
the Constitution is theirs. We wanted to 
remind people that it belongs to all of 
us and that they’re sadly mistaken. In 
the proper hands, it should be properly 
wielded for all people, left and right.
JN: Are you really grouchy?
ASNER: It all depends on what kinds of 
victims I can find. I’m grouchy when I 
think I can get away with it. Otherwise, 
I’m sweet and amiable.
JN: When you both were working on 
The Grouchy Historian last year, Ed. 
Weinberger came to you with his one-
man comedy A Man and His Prostate 
that you are now starring in. How did 
he approach you about it?
ASNER: He called me — it’s the intrin-
sic society of Ed. I like to say that two 
Eds are better than one.
JN: Tell us about the plot.
ASNER: Many people think that 
this is my story, but it’s not. It’s Ed. 
Weinberger’s story about the cruise he 
took to Italy with his wife and how he 
was assaulted with an attack of pros-
tatitis and what ensued after that. It’s 
very comedic and very funny but, at the 
same time, it gives reminders to all who 
see it of the importance to get exam-
ined, tested and treated. We disclose in 
the show that every 16 minutes in our 
country, a man dies of prostate cancer.
JN: How long is the show and, since 
you’re the sole character on stage, 
wasn’t it incredibly tough to learn all 
those lines?
ASNER: It’s about an hour-and-a-half 
with no intermission. I’ve got the script 
with me on stage, but most people 
don’t even know I’m reading it. With 
the success of plays like Love Letters, 
it’s easier to do a show like this. We’re 
hopping back and forth between me 
telling the story and slides of me as Ed. 
Weinberger in the hospital. It’s very 
humorous.
JN: What’s one of your favorite lines 
from the play?
ASNER: I became so expert at peeing, 
that once in New York, I peed a cock-
roach down the drain.
JN: Love it. What’s another?
ASNER: After a phone conversation 
with my business manager in the play, 
I make a comment, “Of all the business 
managers who are Jewish in L.A., I had 
to pick the one gentile.”
JN: Is your costume a hospital gown?
ASNER: In the play, I’m wearing the 
clothes that I underwent the attack in. 
But the slides show me in the gown at 
the hospital. I never reveal my ass — 
even though I’ve had many requests to 
do so — but I still resist. •

JULIE SMITH YOLLES SPECIAL TO THE JEWISH NEWS 

Ed Asner talks politics,

prostates and philanthropy.

Grouchy 
Old Man

theater

arts&life

TICKET INFORMATION: 
Tickets are $60 general admission seating 

and VIP seating for $75/person, which includes 
a post-show meet-and-greet with Ed Asner, who 

will be signing copies of his book, The Grouchy 
Historian. VIP guests will be treated to light 

beverages and desserts at the afterglow. Tickets 
are available at papaweezeinc.org. 

SCAN THIS PAGE 
TO SEE ED ASNER’S 

FAVORITE MEMORIES 
OF THE MARY TYLER 

MOORE SHOW.
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MOVIES OPENING SEPT. 21
The House with a Clock in Its Walls is 
a magical, spine-tingling film about the 
adventures of a 10-year-old boy who 
goes to live with his uncle (Jack Black, 
49) in a creaky old house with a mysteri-
ous tick-tocking heart. Not long after he 
arrives, the boy accidentally awakens 
the dead and learns a lot about the 
secret world of witches and warlocks. 
Cate Blanchett co-stars and Eli Roth, 46, 
directs. 

The Sisters Brothers is a dark comedic 
western. The title refers to two gunslinger 
brothers, last name “Sisters,” who are 
hired by a rich man to kill a Mr. Warm, a 
chemist who the rich man thinks stole 
from him. The brothers are played by 
John C. Reilly and Joaquin Phoenix, 43. 
The rich guy also hires Morris, a private 
detective (Jake Gyllenhaal, 37) to find 
Warm and get him to the Sisters broth-
ers. However, Warm may have a way to 
find gold easily and that possibility makes 
Morris think about chucking his assign-
ment and, instead, going into business 
with Warm. This film got rave reviews 
early this month when it premiered at the 
Venice Film Festival. 

             
TV SEASON BEGINS
The Good Cop is a 10-episode comedy/
drama Netflix series that premieres on 
Friday, Sept. 21. Based on an Israeli TV 
series, the American version (which may 
have a second season if viewers like it) 
was created by Andy Breckman (cre-
ator of Monk, his biggest hit), 63. Tony 
Danza plays a disgraced former NYPD 
officer who never followed the rules. Josh 
Groban (who has Jewish ancestry but 
isn’t Jewish) plays Danza’s straight-arrow 
son, a NYPD detective. The two become 
unofficial partners and solve crimes. 

 Emma Stone and Jonah Hill, 34, co-
star in Maniac, a Netflix limited series that 
also premieres Sept. 21. They play people 
with differing mental problems indepen-
dently drawn to participate in a mys-
terious pharmaceutical trial. They hope 
the drug used in the trial will cure their 
problems almost instantly. Appearing in 
recurring roles are Julia Garner (Ozark), 
24, and Jemima Kirke (Girls), 33. 

Single Parents premieres on ABC 
on Sept. 26 (9:30 p.m.). It’s a comedy 
about Will Cooper (Taram Killiam), a 
single father of a young daughter. His 
friends urge him to get back in the dat-
ing game. Brad Garrett (Robert Barone 
on Everybody Loves Raymond), 58, has a 
regular role as Douglas, a wealthy wid-
ower with two young twin daughters. He 
urges Cooper to “hire a babysitter” and 
get out there. 

MORE ROSEANNE
Late last month, Roseanne co-star John 
Goodman spilled the beans to the Sunday 
Times (UK) that the Roseanne character, 
played by Roseanne Barr, 65, will be 
written out of the series via her char-
acter’s death. As you recall, ABC fired 
Barr in May following what most viewed 
as racist tweets. Goodman also told the 
Times: “I know for a fact that she’s not 
racist.” Barr quickly thanked Goodman for 
his support. 

Retitled The Connors, the latest itera-
tion of Roseanne will premiere Oct. 16. 
Meanwhile, as you might have already 
read, Roseanne did a podcast with Rabbi 
Shmuley Boteach, 51, on Sept. 1. A few 
highlights: She intends to be in Israel 
when The Connors premieres and will 
stay there for a few months and study 
with her favorite teachers; she is not 
going to “curse or bless” the “reboot” but 
will be “neutral” about it; and she’s sorry 
about what she tweeted, but she’s also 
sorry she publicly apologized. •

NATE BLOOM
COLUMNIST

Jack Black

Jake Gyllenhaal

Joaquin Phoenix
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low-priced trays

24555 W. 12 MILE ROAD

248-352-7377
www.stardeli.net

$5 OFF
Expires 11/1/18. One Per Order. Not Good Holidays. 

10 Person Minimum. With this coupon.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

“…one of America’s finest 
carryout-only delicatessens! 

Star’s reputation 
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— Danny Raskin
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Prices subject to change
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saturday, sept. 22
‘READ IN THE PARK’
1-4 pm, Sept. 22. Baldwin Public 
Library in Birmingham sponsors 
outdoor event. It will feature talks 
by visiting authors Elizabeth Berg at 
1:30 and, for children, Lisa Wheeler 
at 3. Oak Park-based Book Beat will 
sell authors’ books. At Beverly Park, 
18801 Beverly Road, Beverly Hills. 
Info: 248-647-1700.

sunday, sept. 23
SUKKAH HOP
Noon-2:45 pm, Sept. 23. Isaac 
Agree Downtown Synagogue will 
celebrate the Jewish harvest fes-
tival of Sukkot with food, drinks 
and hospitality in various homes. 
Starts at 4546 Avery, Detroit. At 3 
pm, participants are encouraged to 
return to Capital Park for the official 
Sukkah x Detroit kickoff event. Info: 
hello@downtownsynagogue.org or 
313-962-4047.

wednesday, 
sept. 26
‘DROP IN & LEARN’
1-2:30 pm, Sept. 26. “The 
Challenges of Character: When Our 
Leaders Fail.” Micah Goodman’s 
lecture is fourth in a nine-part video 
series, “Derech Eretz: Building 
Character and Building Society,” 
through Oct. 31. The lectures took 
place during the Shalom Hartman 
Institute in Jerusalem’s 2018 
Community Leadership Program 
Summer Retreat. Each video is 
self-contained and can be attended 
independently. Free, and no res-
ervations are required. At Cong. 
Beth Ahm, 5075 W. Maple, West 
Bloomfield. Free. Walk-ins are wel-
come. Info: nancyellen879@att.net 
or 248-737-1931.

SPOUSAL BEREAVEMENT GROUP
1-3 pm, Sept. 26-Oct. 17. National 
Council of Jewish Women/MI 
offers a Wednesday afternoon sup-
port group series for individuals 
who have experienced the death 
of a spouse or partner. At Cong. 
Shaarey Zedek, 27375 Bell Road, 
Southfield. Free, but donations are 
appreciated. RSVP: mail@ncjwmi.
org or 248-355-3300, ext. 0. 

MONTH IN REVIEW
2 pm, Sept. 26. Retired social 
studies teacher Dave Higer reviews 
highlights of the month’s current 
events at monthly program. Open 
to the community. At Temple Kol 
Ami, 5085 Walnut Lake Road, West 
Bloomfield. Free. Info: cspektor@
tkolami.org or 248-661-0040.

SPOTTING FAKE NEWS
6:30 pm, Sept. 26. WDET’s Sandra 
Svoboda, Southfield Public Library’s 
Jim Krueger and other experts will 
discuss the impact of misinforma-
tion and how to find the facts. At 
Southfield Public Library, 26300 
Evergreen. Free with advance reg-
istration. RSVP via Eventbrite, with 
link at southfieldlibrary.org. Info: 
248-796-4380.

CANADIAN ANTI-SEMITISM
7:30 pm, Sept. 26. “The Good, 
the Bad and the Hopeful: Anti-
Semitism in Canada Today.” 
John Cappucci, Ph.D., a Windsor 
University professor, speaks during 
the Windsor Jewish Federation’s 
UJA Kickoff Reception. At Mazal 
Tov Kosher Cuisine, 1653 Ouellette, 
Windsor, Ontario. Info: info@
jewishwindsor.org or 
mazaltovkoshercuisine.com. RSVP: 
519-973-1772, ext. 221.

on the go
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continued on page 48

SEPT. 22-23: 
NOIR CITY DETROIT
Two days, seven classic film-noir gems! The 

Redford Theatre presents Noir City Detroit, its 

third-annual Detroit film-noir festival. Hosted 

by Czar of Noir Eddie Muller, founder of the 

Film Noir Foundation, the festival kicks off 

with a double-feature of two films: Act of 

Violence (1949, directed by Fred Zinneman 

and starring a 20-year-old Janet Leigh) in 

which a former POW hides his secret of 

assisting his Nazi captors; and The Killing 

(1956, directed by Stanley Kubrick). Other 

films include Taxi Driver (1976), Force of 

Evil (1948, written and directed by Abraham 

Polonsky and starring John Garfield, born 

Jacob Julius Garfinkle), Inside Detroit (1956) 

and more. $10-$25. (313) 537-2560; 

redfordtheatre.com.

SEPT 28-OCT. 13: 

BRIGHTON BEACH MEMOIRS
The Farmington Players opens its season 

with a nod to the King of Comedy, the 

late Neil Simon, who died Aug. 26, with 

Brighton Beach Memoirs. The first of a trio 

of the playwright’s semi-autobiographical 

works about growing up in a poor Jewish 

family in 1930s Brooklyn. Cast includes 

Hannah Weinraub. $18; $16 for students 

and seniors. (248) 533-2955; 

farmingtonplayers.org.

SEPT. 22: 
RACHEL BAY JONES
Following a sold-out fifth-anniver-

sary season, Cabaret 313 presents 

Rachel Bay Jones, fresh off a 2017 

Tony win for Dear Evan Hansen. In 

her visit to Detroit, Jones will per-

form two showings of Something 

Beautiful, her brand-new cabaret 

show featuring works by Richard 

Rodgers, Andrew Lloyd Webber 

and Joni Mitchell. The Cube at 

the Max M. Fisher Music Center, 

Detroit. $25 (ages 40 and younger) 

and up. Cabaret313.org.
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Daily Special: Soup and Salad or Sandwich and Salad for $8

9/30/18

9/30/18

HOURS: 
Monday:  Closed
Tuesday-Friday: 
 Bakery 7am-9pm 
 Cafe      8am-9pm
Saturday:
 Bakery 8am-9pm 
 Cafe 8am-9pm
Sunday: 
 Bakery and Cafe 
  8am-2pm

2495 Orchard Lake Rd., Sylvan Lake, Michigan

Now Open 
for Dinner!

ELLEN,S
BAKERY & CAFE

Wishing you a 
happy, healthy, 
peaceful and 
prosperous 
New Year 

L’Shana Tovah 
2018 / 5779
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thursday, sept. 27
RADIOTHON FOR KIDS
6 am-7 pm, Sept. 27. “Turn Up the Miracles 
Radiothon for Beaumont.” Radio station 
WOMC (104.3) holds event to raise funds for 
Beaumont Children’s, a Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospital. Donations: 833-870-KIDS 
(5437).

FASHION & FITNESS
5-8 pm, Sept. 27. “Fall Into Fun, Fashion & 
Fitness.” Greater West Bloomfield Chamber 
of Commerce hosts the event. It features 
a fashion show and entertainment, includ-
ing a clairvoyant and vendor tables. At 
Orchard Mall, 6445 Orchard Lake Road, 
West Bloomfield. West Bloomfield Parks & 
Rec co-sponsors. Free admission. Info: 248-
626-3636.

DISCUSSING GUN VIOLENCE
7 pm, Sept. 27. “Curbing Gun Violence: A 
Legislative Update.” The nonpartisan League 
of Women Voters Oakland Area and co-spon-
sor, Northwest Unitarian Universalist Church, 
present a panel discussion. At the church, 
23925 Northwestern Hwy., Southfield. Free. 
Info: lwvoa.org or 248-594-6602.

HOARDING TOPIC
7-8:30 pm, Sept. 27. “Understanding 
and Treating Hoarding Disorder.” Attorney 
Terence Shulman gives a presentation. At 
Royal Oak Public Library, 222 E. 11 Mile. 
Free. Info: shulmancenter.org and 248-358-
8508. 

friday, sept. 28
TRACKING DOWN CHILD KILLER
6 pm, Sept. 28. J. Reuben Appelman will 
discuss his book The Kill Jar. He was a 
child during the Oakland County child kill-
ing spree, circa 1976-1977. At age 7, he 
evaded an abduction attempt. As an adult, 
he spent more than a decade researching 
the murders. At Pages Bookshop, 19560 
Grand River, Detroit. Free admission. Info: 
313-473-7342. 

saturday, sept. 29
ART HOP BENEFIT
8:30 am-4 pm, Sept. 29. Visit homes of 
four notable art collectors and see two 
new design galleries before they open to 
the public. Collections feature contempo-
rary prints, drawings, sculpture, decora-
tive arts and folk art. Fundraiser for Fems 
for Change, a group of women who work 
across party lines to educate and advocate 
for progressive values. At Covington Middle 
School, 1525 Covington Road, Bloomfield 
Hills. $65; includes lunch and bus transpor-
tation. $250 VIP donation carries additional 
benefits. RSVP due now: femsforchange.
org.

‘COME HUNGRY, LEAVE HAPPY’
9:30 am-noon, Sept. 29, Oct. 6 & 13, 
Nov. 17. On these select Saturdays, Linda 
Yellin’s Feet on the Street Tours offers 
culinary tours of vendors and businesses 

in historic Eastern Market. Meet at 9:15 
at Rocky’s, 2489 Russell, Detroit (across 
from Shed 2). $31 online; includes $1 
donation to Gleaner’s Community Food 
Bank. RSVP required: enjoythed.com. Info: 
313-393-2055.

YOUTH SHOW AUDITIONS
10 am-2 pm, Sept. 29. Anna Paints Trees, 
written by local teens in the 2018 Young 
Playwrights program, will introduce the 
audience to teen realities, including iden-
tity, peer relationships and milestones in 
maturity. Farmington Hills Youth Theater, 
a program of City of Farmington Hills’ 
Cultural Arts Division, will conduct the 
auditions. At Costick Activities Center, 
28600 W. 11 Mile, Farmington Hills. No 
RSVP is required. Info: Jessica, 248-473-
1856.

DETROIT SUKKAH HAVDALAH
6-8:30 pm, Sept. 29. Sukkot-themed jus-
tice learning, food, narrative sharing and 
celebratory Sukkot and Havdalah ritual, 
inspired by alternative educational move-
ments and rooted in the historic black-Jew-
ish connection to Detroit’s North End neigh-
borhood. Co-sponsors are Hazon Detroit, 
Cong. T’chiyah, Isaac Agree Downtown 
Synagogue and Oakland Avenue Urban 
Farms. Held at the farms, 9227 Goodwin, 
Detroit. Info: hello@downtownsynagogue.org 
or 313-962-4047.

CULINARY GALA
7 pm, Sept. 29. Annual strolling dinner, 
CHAMPS for Mott, will feature culinary cre-
ations from top chefs, live entertainment 
and an auction. Proceeds are for develop-
ment of a new hybrid operating room at 
University of Michigan C.S. Mott Children’s 
Hospital. The gala host will be chef, actor 
and U-M alumnus David Burtka, known 
for hosting Celebrity Dish on the Cooking 
Channel. At the Delta Air Lines hangar in 
Detroit Metro Airport. Starts at $375 for 
an individual. Tickets: champsformott.com 
and Katy, 734-763-1074 or Gene, gskidz@
umich.edu. 

sunday, sept. 30
FALL BLOOD DRIVE
8 am-2 pm, Sept. 30. Give the gift of life. 
Trained Red Cross specialists will be on 
hand. Donors, age 17 and older, must be 
in good health and weigh at least 110 
pounds. At Adat Shalom Synagogue, 29901 
Middlebelt, Farmington Hills. Appointments 
are preferred at redcrossblood.org and enter 
“adatss” for sponsor code. Info: 248-851-
5100. 

VETERANS’ BENEFITS
11 am, Sept. 30. Jewish War Veterans 
presents speaker Robert Price, director of 
targeted outreach for the Michigan Veterans 
Affairs Agency. Veterans of any military 
branch and their guests are welcome. 
At Temple Shir Shalom Social Hall, 3999 
Walnut Lake Road, West Bloomfield. Free. 
Info: jwv-mi.org, artfishman70@yahoo.com 
or 248-808-2500.

MUSIC@MAIN
3-4 pm & 4:30-5:30 pm, Sept. 30. Doors 
open at 2:30. Detroit-based Aaron Jonah 
Lewis and Friends. The trio of multi-
instrumentalists will offer old-time fiddle 
and banjo, along with stories and dancing. 
Ken Knoppow arranges the monthly music 

series. At West Bloomfield Twp. Public 
Library, 4600 Walnut Lake Road. Free. 
Info: www.westbloomfieldlibrary.org or 
248-232-2234.

SEPT. 30
SUKKOT FAMILY DAY
10 am-noon, Sept. 30. Bailey Linninger of 
the Detroit Audubon Society will highlight 
ways of identifying birds using 21st-cen-
tury technology. At Jewish Ferndale, 1725 
Pinecrest, Ferndale. Free. Light refreshments 
will be served in the sukkah, weather-
permitting. Info: .jewishferndale.com or 248-
798-5082.

OCT. 1
SIMCHAT TORAH DANCING
7-10 pm, Oct. 1. Community celebration of 
Simchat Torah is marked by dancing with 
scrolls on the streets of Detroit. Alcoholic 
refreshments for age 21 and older. At Isaac 
Agree Downtown Synagogue, 1457 Griswold, 
Detroit. Info: hello@downtownsynagogue.org 
or 313-962-4047.

on the go Sept. 23Sept. 23
continued from page 47

DIY SUKKAH 
DECORATION
10:30 am-noon, Sept. 
23. Families are invited to 
make an eco-friendly craft, 
a Sukkot-ready pinecone 
bird feeder, with Isaac Agree 
Downtown Synagogue and 
Hazon Detroit. At Capitol 
Park, bounded by Shelby, 
Griswold and State streets 
in Downtown Detroit. Info: 
hello@downtownsynagogue.
org or 313-962-4047.

48  September 20 • 2018 jn



HEART2HART
5:30-8:30 pm, Sept. 30. Doors open at 
5. Como’s Fall Fest is a fundraiser for the 
charitable food program in Downtown 
Detroit. Event features JN Contributing 
Writer Alan “Big Al” Muskovitz as emcee, 
the Gary Shunk Trio’s music and a silent 
auction. At Como’s, 22812 Woodward, 
Ferndale. New owner Chef Zack Sklar is 
the host. $100; includes food and two 
drink tickets. RSVP: h2hd.org/2018-
fundraiser. Info: 248-884-4434.

SIMCHAT TORAH AT TKA
6:15 pm, Sept. 30. The celebration 
includes dinner, service at 7 and the 
klezmer group Klezundheit. Dinner: $6, 
or $3 for under age 10. RSVP for dinner 
by Sept. 25: cspektor@tkolami.org or 
248-661-0040.

SIMCHAT TORAH AT EMANU-EL
6:30 pm, Sept. 30. Families of all 
ages will march with the Torah scrolls 
and eat apples and caramel apples. 
Celebration will include Rabbi Matt 
Zerwekh, Cantorial Soloist Kelly 
Onickel, a multi-generational choir and 
the Sam Harris Band. A Simchat Torah 
Yizkor service is at 10:30 am, Oct. 1. 
At Temple Emanu-El, 14450 W. 10 Mile, 
Oak Park. Info: templefamily@emanu-
el-mich.org or 248-967-4020. 

monday, oct. 1
SHEMINI ATZERET YIZKOR
9 am, Oct. 1. Join minyan for the 
Conservative synagogue’s Yizkor 
service. At Isaac Agree Downtown 
Synagogue, 1457 Griswold, Detroit. 
Info: hello@downtownsynagogue.org or 
313-962-4047. 

wednesday, oct. 3
REDUCE STRESS SERIES
6-8:30 pm, Oct. 3-Dec. 5. Includes 
all-day retreat on Sunday, Nov. 11, 
but no classes Oct. 17 & Nov. 21. 
Dr. Ruth Lerman and Rabbi Aaron 
Bergman have teamed up again to lead 
the weekly “Shalem: a Mindfulness 
Based Stress Reduction” program. 
Participants will learn meditation 
and mindful practices of yoga, eating 
and communication to reduce stress. 
At Adat Shalom Synagogue, 29901 
Middlebelt, Farmington Hills. Course 
fee includes 29 hours of instruction, 
four meditation/yoga recordings and 
a handbook. Info: shalemstressreduc-
tion.com, adatshalom.org/flyers or 
ShalemStressReduction@gmail.com.

saturday, oct. 6
RED TIE BALL
6-11 pm, Oct. 6. Fundraiser will 
offer cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, din-
ner and auctions. Proceeds are for 
Beaumont Hospital Dearborn’s Center 
for Exceptional Families and its autism 
center. At Motor City Casino, 2901 
Grand River, Detroit. $275 and higher 
for sponsors. RSVP: beaumont.org/
red-tie. 

monday, oct. 8
YAD EZRA FUNDRAISER
6 pm, Oct. 8. Ellen and David Sherman 
will be honored at the annual fundrais-
ing event for Yad Ezra, Metro Detroit’s 
kosher food pantry in Berkley. At Adat 
Shalom Synagogue, 29901 Middlebelt, 
Farmington Hills. Info: yadezra.org or 
248-548-3663. 

wednesday, oct.17
DERSHOWITZ FOR MDA
6-10 pm, Oct. 17. Keynote speaker 
at 7 is attorney-author Prof. Alan 
Dershowitz. Judy and David Karp host 
the American Friends of Magen David 
Adom dinner, in support of MDA’s work 
as emergency medical first responders 
and guardians of Israel’s blood supply. 
At Cong. Shaarey Zedek, 27375 Bell 
Road, Southfield. $18; with VIP spon-
sorships available. RSVP: afmda.org/
events/Detroit. Info: Sharon, skober-
nik@afmda.org or 888-674-4871.

Esther Allweiss Ingber / Contributing Writer 

Send items at least 10 to 14 days in 

advance to calendar@thejewishnews.com.
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Sneaker “stock market” co-founded by 

Dan Gilbert rockets to success. 

I
n his 20s, Dan Gilbert announced a reason for his success: 
fun. “I’ve just always enjoyed going on to the next goal 
and achieving the next plateau,” he said in a 1990s story in 

Crain’s Detroit Business.
As of this month, a new mountain can be declared in 

Gilbert’s extensive business topography. StockX, a startup he 
co-founded and incubated with Josh Luber and Greg Schwartz 
— which launched just about 30 months ago — has raised a 
$44 million funding round, co-led by two of the nation’s most 
distinguished venture capital investment firms, GV ( formerly 
Google Ventures) and Battery Ventures, the JN reports with 
approval of the company. 

This infusion of capital values the business well into the 
hundreds of millions of dollars. Even adjusting for inflation, the 
business has grown its value quicker than many of the most 
noted businesses in the nation — from GM to Dow to Nike — 
during their early chapters.

StockX, which markets itself as “The Stock Market of 
Things,” creates a virtual marketplace for consumers to buy 
and sell actual sneakers; often these are limited-edition, in-
demand and sought-after items. The company has a process 
to check the legitimacy of each item to ensure the transaction 
is authentic, a key part of its business model, which is done 
through four operations centers. The business also has created 

ADAM FINKEL CONTRIBUTING WRITER

on the cover

jews   din 
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StockX
Laces Up

TOP: The StockX office at One Campus Martius.
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continued on page 52

a price guide based on the data and 
analysis of these collectible items to 
offer real-time information to its cus-
tomers and greater transparency to 
the sneaker marketplace.

That Adidas Yeezy Boost 350 V2 
Butter your neighbor down the street 
wanted? Bidding is live now and 
starts at $258. The Converse Chuck 
Taylor All-Star edition you’ve always 
desired is being offered in real time, 
with bids starting at $135. It’s not 
uncommon to see some collectible 
sneakers bid in the tens of thousands 
of dollars. The “Nike Air MAG Back 
To the Future (2016)” is currently 
seeking $30,000. 

You can use the marketplace to 
both purchase items and offer ones 
you own for sale. This original sneak-
er ecosphere has quickly grown into a 
sizable business, raking in well more 
than $2 million in daily sales. 

The company is based almost 

entirely in the city of Detroit, yet 
most of the region has not heard 
about it. StockX is taking a 10 per-
cent fee on each transaction. Do the 
math: That’s hundreds of thousands 
of dollars coming back to this One 
Campus Martius-headquartered ven-
ture, day after day.

The StockX business model is 
rarely seen in the Midwest economy, 
yet the company proved early that 
not only can the business be centered 
in Detroit, but it can also have almost 
all its employee based here.

Its four operations centers are in 
Corktown; Tempe, Ariz.; greater New 
York (with plans for growth); and just 
outside of London, England. There is 
a small office in London as well. Most 
of the 400-plus employees hired dur-
ing the last three years are well under 
age 40 and live and work in the city 
of Detroit. The company is predicting 
an employee base around 1,000 by 

HONG HUA
FINE CHINESE DINING

“A wonderful adventure in fine dining” ~ Danny Raskin

Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner
Catering and carryout available

Gift certificates 

27925 Orchard Lake Rd., North of 12 Mile, Farmington Hills  

248-489-2280
www.honghuafinedining.com

 “BROADWAY’S FUNNIEST  
MUSICAL COMEDY IN AT LEAST 400 YEARS!”

–TIME OUT New York
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the end of the year and an annu-
alized revenue run-rate well in 
excess of $ 1 billion.

GENESIS OF STOCKX
The roots of StockX began when 

Dan Gilbert, 
observant of 
his son’s inter-
ests, had the 
inkling of an 
idea to create a 
sneaker stock 
market. Gilbert 
asked serial 
entrepreneur 
Greg Schwartz 
of Bloomfield 

Hills to take the lead on this 
effort. Schwartz, current compa-
ny COO, was thinking of a move 
at the time to the West Coast but 
saw this as a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. He bet on Detroit 
when the region’s economy was 
causing many of his peers to flee.

“Despite challenging economic 
times,” Schwartz commented 
in September 2011, “I believe 
there is a very strong future for 
Michigan business.” 

Since then, the lifelong Temple 
Beth El member has developed 
multiple ventures in the commu-
nity, including Mobatech (while 

he was in school) and later UpTo, 
a mobile app around events that 
was funded by Detroit Venture 
Partners.

The native Detroiter graduated 
from Birmingham Seaholm High 
School in 1999 and received a 
bachelor’s degree in computer 
engineering from the University 
of Michigan in 2003. Schwartz 
couldn’t be more “proud, excited 
or humbled” to be a fourth-
generation Detroit entrepreneur, 
working day-to-day not far from 
where his prior family members 
worked Downtown. He follows 
his father Mark, his grandfather 
Bernie, who just turned 96, and 
his grandfather Albert.

Schwartz and his wife were 
both raised in close-knit Jewish 
families, and Schwartz remarked 
on the deep importance it is to 
be close to the people they love 
in his hometown.

It was Sept. 3, 2016, when 
Schwartz realized StockX was 
a stand-out in the local startup 
scene. Prior to that, the company 
had 40-60 sneaker sales a day. 
Yet, on that day, they did a few 
hundred sales. They did more 
sales that day than they expected 
for many months because of the 
success of a certain model of the 
Air Jordan “Bred” sneaker.

Comparing the startup com-

munity in Downtown Detroit 
over the last five years, Schwartz 
said, “It is night and day. I started 
working Downtown in October 
2011, when the startup commu-
nity was just taking shape. More 
and more young people today 
are choosing to live, work and 
stay in the city. I think, over the 
next five years, we will see more 
and more young talented people 
come to the city.

“I love seeing all the energy 
that is Downtown — new res-
taurants, new developments 
and new retail establishments 
launching regularly. Now is the 
time for potential entrepreneurs 
to move here because of the 
access to capital and the chance 
to be impacting something big-
ger than just one’s day-to-day 
business.”

SNEAKER EXPERT 
Shortly after Gilbert brought 
Schwartz into the idea, they 
realized they needed more than 
just business, e-commerce and 
technology expertise. They 
needed an expert in the sneaker 
culture and they found that in 
Josh Luber, 40, who became a 
co-founder of the business and 
its CEO.

It’s part of a remarkable 
story of the business that Luber 
wanted to create the exact type 
of marketplace that Gilbert was 
envisioning at the time. Luber, 
a native of Philadelphia, had an 
earlier business called Campless, 
which focused on data for sneak-
ers, similar to what the Kelley 
Blue Book offers for automobiles. 
There was also a blog akin to 
“Freakonomics” about the eco-
nomics of collecting sneakers.

Today, at StockX, Luber is 
most focused on human capital 
— on building the right team 
and how best to scale the people 
side of the business. He also 
works on public relations and 
investor relations, with inves-
tors ranging from noted entre-
preneur/investor Steve Case to 
Eminem, who joined a funding 
round in early 2017.

“We’ve been very fortunate to 
have Dan as a co-investor. We’ve 
never had to worry about money 
or runway,” Luber said, referring 
to the money they have readily 
available and that they were not 
pressured to raise more capital 
too soon. “This most recently 
announced round includes a fur-
ther commitment from Gilbert 
and a half-dozen other strategic 
investors. 

“We never intentionally set 
out to get the biggest names 
involved; it happened organically, 
many just started helping.”

Gilbert, founder and chair-
man of Quicken Loans and 
Rock Ventures, and chairman 
of the Cleveland Cavaliers, told 
the JN, “StockX is redefining 
eCommerce as we know it — a 
platform of ingenuity and ser-
endipity, with first-of-its-kind 
market-leading technology built 
in Detroit. 

“StockX is a classic example of 
a company (and there are many 
others) that is keeping young 
talented Detroiters at home, but 
also attracting talent from all 
over the world, while at the same 
time experiencing hyper-growth,” 
he added. “We are continuing 
to invest in more of these tech-
nology-centric, talent-attracting 
companies that will add to the 
momentum taking place in 
Detroit.”

INSIDE LUBER
Josh Levine of Huntington 
Woods has known Luber for a 
little more than three years. He 
remembers their first dinner 
meeting well, as it was right after 
Luber moved here. 

“Josh walks into our house 
and immediately had to excuse 
himself to take a call,” Levine 
said. “He disappeared into one 
of our rooms for 20 minutes or 
so. It turns out he was in the last 
stages of finalizing his new busi-
ness deal for StockX — and this 
was about 10 minutes after just 
meeting Josh for the first time.”

Luber, who received a BBA, 
MBA and law degree from 
Atlanta-based Emory, lives with 
his wife, 6-year old daughter and 
3-year-old son in Birmingham. 

jews   din 
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“Now is the time for potential entrepreneurs to move 
here because of the access to capital and the chance 

to be impacting something bigger than just 
one’s day-to-day business.”

— GREG SCHWARTZ

continued from page 51

Greg Schwartz

ABOVE: StockX CEO Josh 

Luber with company co-

founder Dan Gilbert, founder 

and chairman, Quicken Loans 

and Rock Ventures, and 

chairman of the Cleveland 

Cavaliers.
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When he and his wife have a spare 
moment, they are exploring synagogue 
options for their family. 

Levine points to Luber being a vora-
cious worker as a key attribute that 
sets him apart. “It’s clear he absolutely 
loves what he’s doing and spends most 
of his waking hours thinking about and 
executing on how his business can be 
more successful,” Levine said.

“Josh shared with me on multiple 
occasions his vision for his company 
and, in a very short time, that vision has 
become a reality and so much more. 
There were many times that my wife, 
Shayna, and I would go out with Josh 
and Patricia and, after the evening was 
over for us, Josh was heading back to his 
house to put in a few more hours on the 
business.

“Josh turned a hobby and a passion 
into a wildly successful business,” Levine 
said. “He combined creativity, common 
sense and foresight to identify a massive 
disconnect in a marketplace most of us 
never would have considered.”

DRAWING YOUNG TALENT
Behind the massive growth of the 
business are stories of young adults 
in their 20s and 30s who can now live 
and work in Detroit and be a part of 
a growing tech opportunity. One such 
example is Josh Sklar, who is 27 and 

lives Downtown. Sklar joined StockX as 
its 21st employee on June 20, 2016. He 
works on the technology side and was 
drawn to the big idea being furthered, 
the greater transparency it is offer-
ing to customers and the chance to 
be involved with a tech upstart with a 
strong team behind it.

“Everyone has a mentality to get 
things done,” Sklar said. “It’s contagious 
and it’s evident.”

While Sklar was originally nervous 
about the social network he’d have 
Downtown, he began to thrive as soon 
as he moved to the city. He sees an 
involved and tight-knit Jewish commu-
nity. He lists Chabad in the D as one of 
his favorite Jewish communal resources. 
He has regularly hosted its events and 
is drawn to the welcoming approach 
of the Pinson family to engage all in 
Jewish-related events.

To a peer considering a move today, 
he says he’d suggest they absolutely 
do it. “There’s a growing, developed 
Downtown atmosphere. You’re missing 
out if you don’t.”

Sklar restated one of his favorite 
quotes, from Sheryl Sandberg, when he 
thinks of the opportunity with StockX 
and the chance to live and work in 
Downtown Detroit: “If you’re offered a 
seat on a rocket ship, don’t ask what 
seat. Just get on.” •

wishes a happy and 
healthy new year to all

of our partners and 
fellows who participate
in the programs that are 

operated in your 
community

Teacher Institute

ACCELERATE
Project

Star Trax Events will present its 
Fall Event Show from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 23, at the Jewish 
Community Center in West Bloomfield. 
The show will bring together hundreds 
of local products, talents and services 
from leaders in the event industry and 
feature more than 50 exhibitors. 

“We feature everything you need to 
plan an entire event from the invita-
tion to the parting gift and everything in 
between.” said Rebecca Schlussel, mar-
keting director. “It’s a great time to find 
new ideas and get added value.” 

 The Event Show offers attendees 
who are looking to plan memorable 
social, nonprofit and corporate events 
the opportunity to meet exhibitors face 
to face. Featured vendors include event 
planners, décor and design specialists, 
floral designers, entertainment com-
panies, venue representatives, caterers, 
photographers, videographers, sweet 
treat providers, invitation specialists 
and more.

“We are thrilled to share many of 
the amazing vendors who help to cre-
ate spectacular events for our clients,” 
said Geoff Kretchmer, president of 
Star Trax Events. “The Star Trax team 
understands the importance of securing 
top-quality vendors to make your event 
memorable.”

The Event Show is an opportunity to 
gather resources and take advantage of 
special promotions from show exhibi-
tors. Star Trax will be offering 15 per-
cent off an extensive list of event activi-
ties, including all photo products.

Ferndale‐based Star Trax Events pro-
vides interactive entertainers, lighting 
and staging, event activities, furniture 
rental, valet parking as well as an advi-
sory team to oversee the overall produc-
tion of an event.

The Event Show is free and open to 
the public. Walk ins are welcome. For 
more information, visit StarTrax.com or 
contact Becca@StarTrax.com at (248) 
268-3805. •

Fall Event 
Show Set 
Sept. 23

$400 off
of a pair 

Premium Technology 
Batteries Included

Not to be combined with any other offer. Offer expires 9.15.18

Better Hearing for Better Living

www.hinderliterhearing.com Kristin Hinderliter, Au.D.

Call Today
for Your Free Hearing 

Screening!

751 CHESTNUT, SUITE 205   BIRMINGHAM    248.430.8425

"I have been a patient of 
Dr. Hinderliter for over 10 years.  Until I was 

referred to her I was constantly struggling to fi nd 
the right hearing aids and someone to properly 

adjust them. Dr. H and her staff  are the most caring 
and professionally trained staff  that I have had 

the pleasure of working with since I began wearing 
hearing aids and I highly recommend them."

Stan Bershad

WISHING 
EVERYONE A 

HAPPY & HEALTHY 
NEW YEAR
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Email: jrcmycomputerguy@gmail.com

305 COMPUTER SERVICES

Call today for your free in-home consultation

248.855.8747
Caren Bass

Custom Closets,Inc.Custom Closets,Inc.
WHERE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

as featured on

HGTV

            Leading the industry 
           with over 30 years experience 

           in the Metro Detroit Area. 
Now also organizing the Metro Denver Area 

with our 2nd location Custom Closets, West, Inc.

304 CLOSET ORGANIZERS

2139180

Call for a free estimate  248-547-4525

HOUSEWORK  
GOT YOU DOWN?

BROOM HILDA’S

We specialize in quality service

BHILDACLEANING@GMAIL.COM

Est. 1986 



300 CLEANING SERVICES

BOOKS
LIBRARY BOOKSTORE

Bought & 
Sold

Open 7 Days M. Sempliner

Books Bought In Your Home
  248.545.4300

Let our experienced team handle all of your estate needs:

Hands free-hassle free estate sales

     Call Leslie Weisberg today for a free consultation 

248-709-9648

CHANGING HANDS 

ESTATE SALES

Visit our Leshoppe showroom in Keego Harbor 

Serving the community since 1976

Certified Appraiser
Available for Estate Sales in South Florida

EDMUND FRANK & ASSOCIATES
(313) 854-6000

Entrusted with the best houses

Pictures & Details on estatesales.net

ANOTHER GREAT ESTATE SALE 
Friday & Saturday, September 21st & 22nd   

 
North of 7 mile west of Woodward. 

 Moving to California! Complete contents of a large 
beautiful home, designer selected contents, traditional and 

contemporary furniture, leather library sofas, elegant  
Louis 16th dining room, impressive master bedroom, huge  
amounts of quality miscellaneous throughout. See U There!

230 HOUSEHOLD GOODS

MAX THE HANDYMAN

You Name It – I’ll Do It!

248-356-0114

2140000

'3&&�&45*."5&4�t�-*$&/4&%���*/463&%

HANDYMAN 

SERVICE

t  Carpentry
t  Plumbing
t  Electrical

REMODELING

t  Kitchen
t  Bath
t  Basement

A�E
CONSTRUCTION

248-425-9565
Serving the Jewish 

Community for
Over 25 Years

342 HANDYMAN

2139200
2139200

Sales  Service

Audio  Video  Telephones   

Paging  Intercom  Computers  

Signal Systems & more

Warren Mendelsohn 248-470-7715

ELECTRONICS UNLIMITED

318 ELECTRONICS

2128330

Lior: 248-895-7666

Powerwashing  Sealing 

Protect & restore your deck with the Pros

DECKS BY COBE, LLC.  
Professional Deck Care

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
20 yrs exp.

         

10% off with this ad
Call for FREE estimate & Details

308 DECKS/POWERWASHING

2198920

Apple a Day
Take a bite out of learning!

Call Debbie! (248) 514-8349

On Site Apple Training and Support

305 COMPUTER SERVICES

Free Estimates
Southfield Company

248-521-8818

LACOURE’S
LANDSCAPING

New landscaping, maintenance, 
re-landscaping, walkways, 

retaining walls, patios, 
sod, fall and spring cleanups, 

Shrub/Tree trimming & removal, 
irrigation winterization.

356 LANDSCAPING

Heating, Air Conditioning
 Service and New Installations 

24 Hour Emergency Service 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Serving the Community for Over 55 Years

248-352-4656WHATEVER IT TAKES:

$65 
Service Call

Nothing per hour, plus parts.

Serving the metropolitan 
  area for over 40 years!
STATE LICENSED #3984

Heating t Air Conditioning t Installation and Repair

248-855-0437

BOB MENDELSON
& SON

346 HEATING/COOLING

Serving Wayne and 

Oakland Counties.

248-521-8818    248-489-5955

Removal of ALL 

unwanted items from 

garages, attics,  

basements, offices, 

warehouses, etc.
HAUL  
AWAY

Free  
Estimates

A
N

D

CLEAN UP

0000000

Junk-B-Gone
We Haul It All!

Still the Lowest Prices in Town!
SAME DAY SERVICE!

Proudly Serving the Jewish Community 
for over 20 Years

Owner Present on EVERY job!

248-760-4450
SENIOR AND 
MILITARY 

DISCOUNTS

FREE 

ESTIMATE

Mention the Jewish News and get 10% Discount
2184980 

344 HAULING
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INTERN 
NEEDED
Fast paced sales department 

is looking for a Fall/Winter 

intern for 2018-19 to assist 

with various projects.

Please contact 

Keith Farber at 248-351-5107 

to schedule an interview

180 SITUATIONS WANTED

AGA 2273390
2 X 1.99 i
445 CALLIGRAPHY
FULL
THE WRITE STUFF
THE WRITE STUFF

445 CALLIGRAPHY

2141320

Pet resort  � Daycare � Training 
Grooming � Web Cameras

248-230-PAWS (7297)

2244 Franklin Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI
48302
www.4pawscc.com

“Let us love your pet while you are away”

374 PET CARE

Insured

586-850-6661

EUROPEAN TOUCH LLC
Painting Interior & Exterior

1995490

370 PAINTING

180 SITUATIONS WANTED

DTW $55 appts local reliable
prompt-LARA license-insured
248-804-2334♦Ed Rapoport

Airport & Appts.
Ontime at a reasonable price

Howard.248-345-8709

1 AAA BEST DRIVER
Reasonable Rates/Airport $50

HAROLD 248-496-1302
Mastercard, Visa, AMEX

1A1 DRIVER for Dr´s appts,
shopping, airports and
more. Renee (248)991-4944.

95 TRANSPORTATION

Profess iona l Careg iver,
t r u s t w o r t h y h o u s e h o l d
companion/ chauffeur. Daniel
248-217-2877

In-Home personal trainer. Call
for rates/times. Call Matthew:
810-922-1458

A MOVING truck to
Florida and returning
Bud 239-273-3565

80 SERVICES

2150040

248-505-1019    www.lesliejacobsevents.com

500 PARTY PLANNERS

Alicia R. Nelson

KETUBAHS

Tradition! Tradition!

(248) 557- 0109
www.traditiontradition.com

and Other Wedding Stuff

486 JUDAICA

Reading Tutor
Emergent/ Elementary Reading Development

and Intervention

248-762-1239Jodi Tobin
joditobin61@gmail.com

453 EDUCATION

Garage fo r ren t . Wes t
Bloomfield. 415.602.1471
$250/per mo. Now - May.

Cleaning by Dawn has open-
ings. Long term local refs.avail.
321-557-0031

An Honest, Hardworking
Cleaning Lady w/refs & exp.
Call Lana 313-534-1514.

180 SITUATIONS WANTED

CASH FOR YOUR VEHICLE
any make or model

Call Barry 248-865-2886

165
AUTOS - 

DOMESTIC/IMPORTS

Two gravesites in Beth El Me-
morial, Shir Shalom Section
$2,000 Marilyn 248-761-5580

140 CEMETERY LOTS

NORMAN. Airport or other
transportat ion. Rel iable.
248-737-8847, 248-408-7660.

GLS Transportation. Handicap
accessible w/wheel chair lift.
24/7 service.248-692-3363.

95 TRANSPORTATION

1A1 CAREGIVER / COMPAN-
ION. Part/Full Time or 24 Hr
Care Exc.Refs 248-991-4944

10+ Experience. Expertise in
geriatric care dealing with
diabetes-dimentia. Ione B.A.
248-569-7813

190 HEALTHCARE

Tutor: Reading Exp. Reas
rates, Oak Park area. Brenda:
248-254-2635

S N O W B I R D S ? F I N A L
MOVE? Coming to Florida? I
can help!
Professional Organizer Since
2000.Getorganizedflorida.
com
Julie@getorganizedflorida
Let’s talk....954-406-4485

Look at Faith Inc. All metro
areas. Private home care, at-
tended care, hospice, palliative
care. 734-444-4081

180 SITUATIONS WANTED

 David J Blatt 
Mortgage Consultant

NMLS 114358

Kaye Financial Corporation 
West Bloomfi eld, MI 48322

NMLS 130290

 FREE Appraisal 

    (some restrictions apply and credited at closing.) 

 Low rates/ Fast closings
 Self-employed programs
 Bank turndown programs
 Over 25 years’ experience
 Reverse mortgages

Call 248-763-1438
davidjblatt.com | reversemortgagesmichigan.com

I say YES when others may say NO!

852 REAL ESTATE SERVICESX

1729 E. 14 Mile Rd.,  Ste 250

Troy, MI  48083

Licensed ∙ Insured

-Bathroom Safety Products
-Stairlifts & Platform Lifts
-Barrier Free Construction

Disability Made Easy

 48083
580

FREE ESTIMATE   248-569-1580 

DISABILITY MADE EASY
-Grab Bars
-Wheelchair Ramps
-Portable & Rental Ramps

-Bathroom Safety Products
-Stairlifts & Platform Lifts
-Barrier Free Construction

731 HANDICAP CONSTRUCTION

525 VALET PARKING

Professional & compassionate
CNA. Service areas: West
Bloomfield, Farmington Hills &
Southfield. Refs. avail. Martina
248-550-4951

NIGHT NURSE LPN available
for F/P time. Mature, exper-
ienced, refs. 248-358-9863

NEW Jazzy Elite power
wheelchair. Retail $3,500. Sell
Price $999. text 248-390-8960

MALE LPN private duty nurse,
live-in, errands, companion,
Exc ref. Call 248-275-6752

Jewish caregiver with over
20yrs expierience and ref-
erences.
Call Michelle at 248-432-7642

´Always Show´ guarantee. Ex-
perienced, mature and caring
individual available for hourly
or live-in position.
Contact Amy 248-444-3353.

ABLE CAREGIVER. 10+ yrs.
exp. Live in or hrly. Refs. avail.
Reas. rates. 313-405-3966

190 HEALTHCARE
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Barr

    DR. MARTIN 

BARR, 92, of West 
Bloomfield, died 
Sept. 7, 2018.

Dr. Barr was 
a tireless and 
visionary educator 
and academic 
leader at Wayne 
State University 
and its College 
of Pharmacy and 

Health Sciences, including serving 
as dean of the college and vice 
president of Wayne State University 
during his 24-year career there. 

Since his retirement from Wayne 
State University 30 years ago, he 
served the community in many ways 
and was given an Eight Over Eighty 
award as well as recognition by the 
Institute for Retired Professionals at 
the JCC for making more than 150 
educational presentations to the 
IRP over 17 years.

Dr. Barr is survived by children, 
Dr. Lawrence (Sue) Barr, Richard 
Barr (Nancy Welber Barr), Debbie 
Shapiro and Steven (Patti) Barr; 
grandchildren, Dr. Rachel (Lee 
Grzesh) Barr, Allison (Blake) 
Bertany, Jessica ( Joel) Albers, 
Jennifer (David Matters) Shapiro, 
Emily (Henri) Larivee, Rebecca 
(Benn) Moore, Michael Barr, 
Jaclyn Shapiro and Logan Barr; 
great-grandchildren, Isabella and 
Gabriella Larivee, Zara Shapiro-
Matters and Maya Grzesh. 

He was the beloved husband of 
the late Ruth “Nancy” Barr; brother 
of the late Anita Sabulsky.

Interment was at Beth El 
Memorial Park. Contributions may 
be made to Wayne State University 
College of Pharmacy, Attn: Martin 
Barr Endowed Lecture Fund, 259 
Mack Ave., Detroit, MI 48201, cphs.
wayne.edu; or Institute for Retired 
Professionals (IRP)/JCC, 6600 W. 
Maple Road, West Bloomfield, 
MI 48322. Arrangements by Ira 
Kaufman Chapel. 

Bloom

    HILDA BLOOM, 92, 
of Farmington Hills, 
died Sept. 12, 2018. 

She is survived 
by her sons and 
daughter-in-law, 
Ken and Pam 
Bloom, Rick Bloom; 
daughter and son-
in-law, Cindy and 
Dovid Romand; 
grandchildren, 

Shlomo Meir (Chana Yittel) 
Romand, Jennifer (Drew) Kravis, 
Moshe (Dassi) Romand, Stephanie 

Bloom ( fiancé, Spencer Lucker), 
Rivka Nathan, Yosef (Basya) 
Romand, Menachem Romand, 
Natalie Bloom; great-grandchildren, 
Sarah, Leah, Tzvi Hirsh, Chaim, 
Esther Liba Gitty, Yosef Shalom, 
Esther Bracha, Yechezkal, Shana, 
Yishai, Sarah, Yechiel Michel and 
Theo; many other loving family 
members and friends. 

Mrs. Bloom was the beloved wife 
of the late Mitcheal Bloom.

Interment was held at Adat 
Shalom Memorial Park Cemetery 
in Livonia. Contributions may 
be made to Congregation Beth 
Shalom, to the Jewish Hospice 
and Chaplaincy Network or to the 
Friends of the IDF. Arrangements by 
Dorfman Chapel. •

Hoffman

    SARA HOFFMAN, 
86, of Farmington 
Hills, died Sept., 14, 
2018. 

She is survived by 
her daughter and 
son-in-law, Amy 
and Ronnie Weiner; 
grandchildren, 
Hannah and Abigail 
Weiner.

Mrs. Hoffman was 
the devoted wife for 55 years of the 
late Marvin Hoffman; the loving 
daughter of the late Helen and the 
late Harry Kogan; the dear sister of 
the late Shield Kogan, the late Louie 
Kogan and the late Aaron Kogan.
Interment was at Beth El Memorial 
Park. 
     Contributions may be made 
to Gilda’s Club of Metro Detroit, 
3517 Rochester Road, Royal Oak, 
MI 48073, gildasclubdetroit.
org; Hospice of Michigan, 43097 
Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills, 
MI 48302, www.hom.org/donations; 
or Temple Israel, 5725 Walnut 
Lake Road, West Bloomfield, MI 
48323, www.temple-israel.org. 
Arrangements by Ira Kaufman 
Chapel. •

MANUEL JOSEPH KANER, 89, 
died Sept. 8, 2018, at NEA Baptist 
Hospital. 

He lived in Jonesboro, Ark., 
moving from Livonia. He was an 
avid chess player; and he loved 
to read, always having a book, 
magazine or newspaper in his hand. 

He worked as a dentist for more 
than 50 years. He loved his family, 
but his grandchildren were his 
passion. 

Survivors include his wife, Fay 
Kaner; son, Paul Levy (Andrea); 
daughters, Phyllis Kaner (Damian), 
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32906 Middlebelt Rd (at 14 Mile)

(248) 855-0007
Please see our menu at 

www.johnnypomodoros.com

DAIRY TRAY FRUIT TRAYMEAT TRAY

Johnny Pomodoro’s is your ONE STOP SHOP for all of your needs!

MEDITERRANEAN TRAY MARTY'S COOKIES

Delivery Available

Shiva Trays, Deli Nosh Dairy and Deli Trays, Marty’s Cookie Trays, Johnny’s Signature Fruit & Veggie Trays

CALL JOHNNY’S FOR TRADITIONAL AND NON-TRADITIONAL SHIVA TRAYS. 

Monument Center Inc.
Monuments and Markers

Bronze Markers
Memorial Duplicating

Cemetery Lettering & Cleaning

“Same Location Over 80 Years”

www.MonumentCenterMichigan.com

MANIA "MARY" RAIBER
September 21, 2004

We cannot believe 14 years have passed. 
Our endless love & devotion will always last.  

 There is not a day that goes by that we don’t think of you.

You are deeply missed and you will be forever in our thoughts and hearts.

Your loving family,
Frieda & Jay

Lili & Les
Esther & Frank

All of your loving grandchildren and great grandchildren

Order by phone  I  Delivery available

248-851-4450 I 1-800-966-7263
We Ship Nationwide www.americangourmet.com

6698 Orchard Lake Rd., West Bloomfield MI 48322

Certifi ed Kosher 
Under the 
Supervision of
Kosher Michigan - 
Rabbi Jason Miller

COUPON

COUPON

AG51

COUPON

$10 OFF  
GIFT TRAY OVER $50

Please use code when calling in order.
 Expires 10/30/18.

Limit 2. Expires 9/30/18.

Limit 2 lbs. Expires 9/30/18.

$2.49
PER LB.

APRICOTSTURKISH 
SWEET

$3.99
PER LB.

WALNUTS HALVES
& PIECES



A funeral isn’t an 
ordinary circumstance.

That’s why we have 
an extraordinary website.

• Preplanning

• Grief Resources

• Send Condolences

• Chapel Tour

• Much More

Familiarize yourself with all of our offerings from 
the comfort of your home computer. Explore our
website today. Get to know our extraordinary
facilities, staff and our preplanning selections.
Whether you simply need directions or want to
send condolences to someone suffering a loss,
everything you need is in one easy-to-use location. 

www.thedorfmanchapel.com

©Adfinity

www.thedorfmanchapel.com
30440 Twelve Mile Road

Farmington Hills • MI 48334

(248) 406-6000
TOLL FREE 1-866-406-6003

Licensed Funeral Directors:
Alan Dorfman, Jonathan Dorfman

2138200

Laurie Goldstein ( Jake), Marcie 
Levy; brothers, Bernard Kaner 
( Judy), Sanford Kaner (Roberta), 
Albert Kaner (Pauline); 
grandchildren, Arie, Jeremy, 
Emily and Ilyse.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, and Sally, the 
mother of his children.

A graveside service was held 
at Temple Israel Cemetery 
in Jonesboro. For lasting 
memorials, consider Helping 
Neighbors Food Pantry, P.O. Box, 
19182, Jonesboro, AR 72403. •

Litman

    SHOSHANA 

LITMAN, M.D., 
85, of West 
Bloomfield, died 
Sept. 9, 2018. 

She is 
survived by 
her sons and 
daughters-in-
law, Dr. Michael 
and Sherri 
Litman, Dr. 

Gabriel Litman, and Dr. Eli and 
Galyna Litman; grandchildren, 
Eric, Daniel, Benjamin, David, 
Jacob, Sarah, Eve and Jonathan 
Litman. 

Interment was at Clover Hill 
Park Cemetery. Contributions 
may be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association-Greater Michigan 
Chapter, 25200 Telegraph Road, 
Suite 100, Southfield, MI 48033, 
www.alz.org/gmc; or Jewish 
Federation of Metropolitan 
Detroit, 6735 Telegraph Road, 
Suite 260, P.O. Box 2030, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303, 
jewishdetroit.org/
donate-online. Arrangements by 
Ira Kaufman Chapel. •

Lutz

    SHERWIN 

LUTZ, 93, of 
Traverse City, 
died Sept. 9, 
2018.

He is survived 
by his children, 
Karen and 
Ron Fenwick, 
Robert and 
Cheryl Lutz, 
Michael and 

Kathryn Lutz, Robert and Amy 
Dorr, Carol Melcher and Jack 
Politz, Deb and Steve Lazaroff, 
and Diana Dorr; grandchildren, 
Stephen and Samuel Schwartz-
Fenwick, Marla and Al Garmo, 
Kristofer and Lisa Stimac, 
Patrick Walenty, Jeffrey and 
Dana Lutz, Bradley Lutz, David 
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Lutz, Kyle Lutz, Jenn Dorr, Kate 
Melcher, Scott and Carrie Melcher, 
Carlee and Ryan Hemphill, Shelby 
and Scot MacPherson, Chelsea 
and Derek Eisele, Kristen and 
Chris Stoehr, Jenny and Rob 
Lindquist, and Cortney Cox; 
great-grandchildren, Jack, Maya, 
Eve, Lucian, Layla, Anderson, 
Emerson, Lauren, Stevie, Luke, 
Jude and Cameron; brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law, Wes and 
Pat Thompson, Larry and Denise 
Thompson, and Diane Thompson; 
his dear friend, Martha McDougall; 
and his caregivers. 

Mr. Lutz was the beloved 
husband of the late Laurel Lutz; 
the loving brother of the late 
Herbert Lutz; the dear brother-in-
law of the late Ken Thompson. 

Contributions may be made 
to a charity of one’s choice. 
Arrangements by Ira Kaufman 
Chapel. •

Millimet

    SONIA 

MILLIMET, 89, of 
Troy, died Sept. 12, 
2018. 

She is survived 
by her daughters 
and son-in-law, 
Kathi and Robert 
Wagner, and 
Elizabeth Blake; 
son and daughter-
in-law, Scott and 

Janet Millimet; grandchildren, 
R.J. Wagner, Kori Wagner, Sara 
Millimet Kaveeshwar and Rahul 
Kaveeshwar, Mark Millimet and 
Hannah Millimet; other loving 
relatives and friends. 

Mrs. Millimet was the beloved 
wife of the late Col. (Ret.) Stanley 
Millimet; the loving sister of the 
late Midred and the late Hy Boyar. 

Interment was at Oakview 
Cemetery. Contributions may 
be made to Jewish Hospice & 
Chaplaincy Network, 6555 W. 
Maple, West Bloomfield, MI 
48322, www.jewishhospice.org. 
Arrangements by Ira Kaufman 
Chapel. •

JEANETTE MIRVIS, 95, of 
Bloomfield Hills, died Sept. 10, 2018.

She is survived by her nieces 
and nephews, Lynn Cookson, 
Ilene (Steven) Leff, Bruce (Beverly) 
Hoffrichter, Glenn (Nancy) 
Hoffrichter; Devoted brother-in-law, 
Russell Mirvis; many other loving 
family members and friends. 

Mrs. Mirvis was the beloved wife 
of the late Selden Mirvis; aunt of the 
late Neal Hoffrichter. 

Interment was held at Clover 
Hill Park Cemetery in Birmingham. 
Arrangements by Dorfman Chapel. •

Rott

   SEYMOUR “CY” 
ROTT, 86, of 
Commerce 
Township, died 
Sept. 7, 2018. 

He is survived 
by his beloved 
wife, Elysa Rott; 
daughters and 
sons-in-law, 
Danielle Rott, 
Nicole ( Jerry) 

Abidor and Jaclyn (Brent) Jarnicki; 
son and daughter-in-law, Robert 
(Angela) Rott; grandchildren, 
Ethan, Emily, Eli, Anthony, Jacob 
and Bradley; brothers and sister-
in-law, Marvin (the late Fritzie) 
Rott and Sheldon (Carol) Rott; 
sister and brother-in-law, Ruth 
(Paul) Chosid. 

Interment was held at Machpelah 
Cemetery in Ferndale. Contributions 
may be made to a charity of one’s 
choice. Arrangements by Dorfman 
Chapel. •

Strosberg

    GORDON 

STROSBERG, 97, 
of West 
Bloomfield, died 
Sept. 13, 2018. 

The son of 
immigrants from 
Poland, Gordon 
was born and 
raised in Windsor, 
Ontario. 

He was 
employed in the automotive 
industry during his entire working 
lifetime. After high school and 
trade school, he became a skilled 
tool and die worker with General 
Motors and Ford Motor Company. 
During World War II, his skills kept 
him employed in a war materials 
manufacturing facility. While 
employed as a tool and die worker 
during the day, he would attend 
night school at the University of 
Detroit and eventually earned 
an undergraduate degree in 
engineering when he was 27. 

As an engineer, he specialized 
in processes and facilities at Ford 
for nearly 40 years in the U.S. and 
Canada and received numerous 
patents and awards related to the 
production of automobiles and 
trucks. 

His son David states, “While 
my mother wanted me to become 
an ophthalmologist, Gordon 
was always supportive of my 
interest in buildings and property 
development. From the time 
that I constructed my first house 
after college in 1977, Gordon 
encouraged me and invested with 
me. He was unfailingly supportive 
of Morningside, even during the 
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You can honor the memory of a loved one in a most meaningful way
by sponsoring a day of Torah learning at Yeshiva Beth Yehudah. 

We’re offering one that actually will.

PARNES HAYOM PROGRAM

 Harry Alpiner
 Seymour Gorman
 Louis Radine
 Manuel Rosenthal
 Jennie Wasserman

 Abraham Applebaum
 Shirley Gallison
 Chana Gershman
 Barnett Gittleman
 Gertrude Hyams
 Maureen Bernice Kleiman
 Helen Klein
 Julius Lefton
 Laela Miriam Saulson
 Esther Silverman

 Elizabeth Brown
 Julius Corman
 David M. Edelman
 Harold Kaplan
 Allen Krakow
 Harry Levine
 Celia Margolis
 Phillip Rossen
 Morris Silverstein
 Esther Rose Smith

 Leon N Cutler
 Joseph Hess
 Sadie Kaufman
 Minnie Kideckel
 Dora Strom Rothenhaus
 Simon Shlom
 William Solomon
 Rose Weingarden

 Jack Blue-Bluestein
 Dorothy Bodzin
 Stanley Brawer
 Sadie Ettinger
 Shirley Feldman
 Jack Franks
 Harry Nathan Goldman
 Samuel Granitz
 William Morris Isenberg
 Samuel Kief
 Tillie Koss
 Sol Kwartowitz
 Abraham Sender Lipson
 Tania Safran
 Fannie Warsen
 Sam Weintraub

 Henry Benach
 Isadore Berkowitz
 Tova Goldstein
 Berko Iger
 Robert Jonas
 Ida Katzman
 Harry Levin
 David Levine
 Bella Raim
 Isadore Rolnitzky
 Sol Stein
 George Raymond Terebelo
 Richard Neal Wayne

 Jack Beckwith
 Sam Bielewitch
 Harry A. Davidson
 Benjamin Eizelman
 Charles Rubel
 Harry Wexler

Nibbles     Nuts

CUSTOM SHIVA TRAYS

*With Purchase of Any Tray over $50

$10 OFF*
SPECIAL

Come Visit
Our Store at

32550 Northwestern Hwy.
Farmington Hills

248.737.8088     NIBBLESandNUTS.com

We use the FRESHEST Kosher 
Bakery, Nuts, Chocolate & Fruits

Same Day Local Delivery
Nation Wide Delivery

WWW.HOM.ORG CALL 24/7 TOLLFREE: (888) 247-5701  

CHOOSE  
THE  

EXPERTS

Proud to partner with the  
Jewish Hospice & Chaplaincy Network 

CARING FOR THE DETROIT JEWISH  
COMMUNITY SINCE 1980
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ENTERING OUR SECOND CENTURY 
OF CARING AND RESPECTFUL SERVICE

Driving and texting is a bad idea. Unless you’re participating in Driving to Distraction, our annual 
Don’t-Text-and-Drive awareness event sponsored by HEBREW MEMORIAL CHAPEL. 

Join us Sunday, Oct. 7th from 4-6 pm at Paradise Park, 45799 Grand River Avenue in Novi, where 
teens can test their go-cart driving skills with and without cell phone in hand. It’s a safe, hands-on 
way to learn just how dangerous texting and driving can be.

Thanks to Hebrew Memorial Chapel, there is no charge for this event.

HAVE YOUR YOUTH GROUP COME, CHALLENGE OTHER 
YOUTH GROUPS AND CHAPTERS AND LEARN THAT 
TEXTING WHILE DRIVING IS A DANGEROUS HABIT.

Gentlemen, Start Your Text Messages...

HebrewMemorial.org | 248.543.1622 | 800.736.5033 | 26640 Greenfield Rd, Oak Park, MI 48237

 

Your Community Funeral Home

HEBREW MEMORIAL CHAPEL

Your Community Funeral Home
HEBREW MEMORIAL CHAPEL

Your Community Funeral Home
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downturns and disappointments. 
After his retirement from Ford, 
he would visit the Morningside 
construction sites in Michigan and 
frequently attended construction-
related meetings. His counsel will be 
missed.”

Mr. Strosberg is survived by his son 
and daughter-in-law, David and Jory 
Strosberg of Chicago, Ill.; daughter, 
Gail Strosberg; grandchildren, Sigi, 
Simone and Sid. 

He was the beloved husband of 
the late Charlotte Strosberg; dear 
brother of the late Maurice Strosberg 
(a navigator during WWII who died 
during a bombing mission over 
Hamburg, Germany) and the late 
Phillip Strosberg.

Contributions may be made to 
Congregation Beth Shalom, 14601 
Lincoln, Oak Park, MI 48237. Services 
and interment were held at Adat 
Shalom Memorial Park in Livonia. 
Arrangements by Hebrew Memorial 
Chapel. •

Sugerman

c. 1987 

    DONALD 

SUGERMAN, of Ann 
Arbor, died Sept. 8, 
2018.

In addition to his 
family and friends, 
Donald loved nothing 
more than planning 
and implementing a 
good practical joke. 

A labor lawyer 
who began his 

career with the NLRB, Donald went 
on to represent union men and 
women, ending his work career as 
an arbitrator of labor/management 
disputes and an arbiter of bow ties. 

In his retirement, Donald continued 
his passion for bike riding and, after 
switching to a recumbent bike, was 
often seen dangerously riding in the 
streets of Ann Arbor in his quest for a 
doughnut breakfast.

He loved collecting antique clocks, 
pens and Japanese prints.

Mr. Sugerman is survived by 
Barbara, his loving wife of 61 years; 
children, Steven, Cheryl and Andy 
(Gayle Rosen); his grandchildren, who 
were the lights of his life, Beth, Eli, 
Alex and Sam; nieces and nephew, 

Julie, Pamela and Joseph. He was also 
beloved by Michael, Lee, Allen, Ted, 
Neil and Chip.

A memorial service was held at the 
Birmingham Temple. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made in Donald’s 
name to the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation, Anti-Defamation 
League or the Michigan Coalition for 
Immigrant Rights. •

Zeidman

    JUDITH ZEIDMAN, 
84, of Farmington 
Hills, died Sept.7, 
2018. 

She is survived 
by her children, 
Murray and Gail 
Zeidman, and Joel 
and Donnell Zeidman; 
grandchildren, Erin 
and David Espinoza, 
Alexander Zeidman, 

Max Zeidman and Aidan Zeidman; 
great-grandchildren, Abbigayle and 
Lylah Espinoza; sister and brother-in-
law, Marilyn and Robert Segal. 

Mrs. Zeidman was the beloved wife 
of the late Irving H. Zeidman.

Interment was at Machpelah 
Cemetery. Contributions may be made 

to Matthew Bittker Foundation, 5786 
Bloomfield Glens, West Bloomfield, 
MI 48322, matthewbittkerfoundation.
org; or to a charity of one’s choice. 
Arrangements by Ira Kaufman Chapel. •
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OBITUARY CHARGES

The processing fee for obituaries is: 
$100 for up to 150 words; $200 for 
151-300 words, etc. A photo counts 
as 30 words. There is no charge for 
a Holocaust survivor icon.

The JN reserves the right to edit 
wording to conform to its style 
considerations. For information, 
have your funeral director call the 
JN or you may call Sy Manello, 
editorial assistant, at (248) 351-
5147 or email him at smanello@
renmedia.us.

continued from page 58
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Leo’s Coney Island 

chain is biggest 

in America.

Danny Raskin
Senior Columnist

Peter and Leo Stassinopoulos

A
s time goes by and sto-
ries are told of winners 
and losers in the restau-

rant world, standout topics that 
never go out of style are the suc-
cess stories of immigrants who 
arrive on our shores to become 
United States citizens and even-
tually find those golden side-
walks they heard and dreamed 
so much about.

It was rarely easy … Constan-
tine “Gust” Keros  shined shoes 
and sold hot dogs from a make-
shift pushcart before opening 
American Coney Island … 
Brother Bill came here from 
Greece to learn and work hard 
for Gust … and after a couple 
of years was able to open next 
door as Lafayette Coney Island 
… Then the two opened a third 
nearby and called it Senate 
Coney Island.

American shores had become 
known as the land of opportu-
nity … And while American and 
Lafayette go on about who has 
the better restaurant, another 
popular Coney dog place has 
joined the local party in a big 
way.

 The rise of Leo’s Coney Island 
restaurants, owned by Leo and 
brother Peter Stassinopoulos, 
nephews of Gust and Bill, 
started here in 1972 with a small 
Southfield restaurant called 
Souvlaki Coney Island … 10 
years later, another opened in 
Farmington … When a third 
opened in Troy, the change in 
name was made to Leo’s Coney 

Island, which today numbers 
a still-growing clean Coney 
operation … serving chunky hot-
ties, regular or kosher, topped 
with meat sauce and onions, if 
desired, along with other goodies 
… Plus its excellent family recipe 
Greek dressing, passed down 
from generations that is found 
only in specialty markets and 
local grocery stores … for salads 
like its wonderful Greek combi-
nation of fresh vegetables.

No more do you find just a 
few items … Leo’s Coney Island 
menus now include five pages of 
selections … kosher dogs, New 
York hotties, Chicago Coneys, 
plain chili, loose chili, chili with 
beans, Greek specialties, fish and 
chips, chicken dinners, shrimp, 
beef, spaghetti, burgers galore, 
corned beef, turkey, children’s 
menu, suggestions, etc.

Leo and Peter began franchis-
ing in 2005, and Leo’s Coney 
Island is now the largest Coney 
Island hot dog chain in the world 
… with Leo Stassinopoulos wear-
ing two hats … as co-owner and 
chief operating officer … for his 
and brother Peter’s excellent rise 
to Coney Island hot dog fame.

Among the things that have 
made Leo’s Coney Island so 
popularly well-liked is its faithful 
adherence to Michigan’s strict 
hot dog quality requirements 
under state law. 

Another wonderful immigrant 
success story of American-
dream-come-true that has 
become as big as the tributes to 

which its owners have deserved 
and received.

THE MUCH-HERALDED 
“City Fest” at the Whitney, 
Woodward and Canfield, Detroit, 
now going on by this fine time-
honored Detroit legend, is owner 
Bud Liebler’s and son Pat’s 
endeavor they hope to be an 
annual event … It began Sept. 14 
and continues through Sept. 23 
… “We’re trying to do something 
new and different in Detroit as a 
way to celebrate all the new and 
different things happening in 
the city,” Bud says. “It’s all about 
celebrating the revived spirit of 
Detroit through culinary events” 
… Menus have been specially 
created … On Sept. 21, ladies 
take over the Whitney’s kitchen 
and dining rooms when some of 
the finest female chefs in Detroit 
join the Whitney’s executive Chef 
Natasha Vitti … “City Fest is a 
huge undertaking, but we think 
it’s a great way to introduce the 
Whitney’s new and regular din-
ners and all we have to offer,” 
Bud says … which is a lot!

MAIL DEPT. … From Robert 

Abrams … “Why are you so 
against new restaurants opened 
by people who have never 
been in the restaurant business 
before?”

(Very far from it, Robert! Only 
many of those who open a res-
taurant for the first time try to 
run it themselves without any 
knowledge whatsoever of doing 
so … Countless new restaurant 

owners are most appreciative in 
accepting whatever good advice 
and other necessary assistance 
that their highly experienced 
employees, as example, can give 
them.)

THE TRUE ITALIAN dining 
selections from various parts 
of Italy featured each month at 
Bacco, Northwestern, Southfield, 
are going over big … Ten sugges-
tions during the remainder of 
September are from the Puglia 
Region, or “the Italian boot” … 
noted for its wonderful dishes 
and fine wines, especially the 
red. 

OLDIE BUT GOODIE … 
From Jerry and Jeannette Olson … 
“Mildred lives in a home for the 
aged among many single men. 
At dinner, she stands up, makes 
a fist and raises her arm, and 
says, ‘If anybody can tell me vat’s 
in dis hand, they can have vild 
and kinky sex with me all night!’ 
Silence comes over the hall, and 
from the back someone yells out, 
“An elephant!” Mildred yells back, 
“Close enough!”

CONGRATS … To Morton 
Plotnick on his birthday … To 
Bruce Milen on his birthday … To 
Jim Newman on his 81st birthday 
… To Seymore Resnick on his 
birthday … To Arthur and Gina 
Horwitz on their 40th anniver-
sary … To William and Georgann 
Wolf on their 55th anniversary. •

Danny’s email address is 

dannyraskin2132@gmail.com.

raskin
the best  of  everyth ing

Let’s Go To Leo’s

THE GALLERY RESTAURANT
Daily Special to choose from for lunch & dinner… 

Dinner specials come with complimentary rice or chocolate pudding or jello

“For 40 years, Gallery Restaurant has served up masterpieces”   
                                                                                             ~ Danny Raskin

www.thegalleryrestaurant2.com

OPEN 7 DAYS: 

Now Serving 
Beer & Wine
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Here are two of Detroit’s most famous sports heroes at Navin Field on July 1, 1935: Jewish Detroit Tiger “Hammering” Hank Greenberg and Joe Louis, “The Brown 
Bomber.” That year, Greenberg was at his peak, leading the baseball league in RBIs and tied for the most home runs in the American League. He was unanimously 
voted the American League’s Most Valuable Player. Louis had only been a professional boxer since 1934, but, in 1938, he won the heavyweight championship of 

the world and would hold the title until 1949. Baseball had been played at “The Corner” of Michigan Avenue and Trumbull in Detroit since 1912. Navin Field was 
renamed Briggs Stadium in 1938 and then Tiger Stadium in 1961. It is now the home of the Detroit Police Athletic League.  

looking back

L
ast week, I stayed at Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island. Yes, yes 
— it was tough duty. Beautiful architecture, gourmet meals, 
first-rate service, drinks on the massive porch with a great 

view of the Mackinac Bridge … I don’t know how 
I survived! I was on business for the University of 
Michigan’s Bentley Historical Library, which holds 
Grand Hotel archives, so I tried not to have fun. 
But, that is impossible. 

Grand Hotel is one of Michigan’s world-class 
landmarks. A “grand hotel” is usually defined as 
a large, impressive hotel with an international 
clientele. Opened in 1887, Grand Hotel is indeed 
“grand.” Owned by the Musser family since 1979, 
it became a National Historic Landmark in 1989. 

I went into the Davidson Digital Archives to see 
what I could find about Grand Hotel. The earliest 

entry was from the Sept. 21, 1917, issue of the Jewish Chronicle. It 
noted: “Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bykowsy have been spending the past 
two weeks at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac.” Almost all of the earli-

est entries cited who was vacationing at Grand Hotel. For years, the 
JN and the Chronicle had lots of social news like this about Jewish 
Detroiters. There are also other more recent stories that are inter-
esting.

For many years, Grand Hotel has celebrated Rosh Hashanah. 
This year, it was celebrated with Rabbi David Shepherd of the 
Mackinac Island Synagogue, Kehillat Hatzav Hagadol. The July 7, 
2017, issue of the JN has a great story with all the facts about Grand 
Hotel, as well as excellent color photos.

Let me be clear — I am not a paid agent of Grand Hotel. I am 
shilling for the Grand as a historian. I know how unique it is, a bona 
fide historical gem in Michigan. Of course, as a guest, I am totally 
impressed with the hotel itself, as well as its great hosts, president 
Dan Musser III and his crew. It has been a destination for Jewish 
Detroiters for many, many years for very good reasons. •

Want to learn more? Go to the DJN Foundation archives, available for free at  

www.djnfoundation.org.

From the DJN Foundation Davidson Digital Archive of Jewish Detroit History
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Mike Smith
Detroit Jewish News 
Foundation Archivist



Democratic gubernatorial candidate Gretchen Whitmer has picked a 
left-wing, anti-Israel radical to be her running mate.
 
Garlin Gilchrist has attacked pro-Israel politicians for “kissing Israel’s ass” and 
Gilchrist has sympathized with Hamas terrorists, saying Hamas is a legitimate 
political party that arose because of Israel’s aggression.
 
Whitmer herself expressed hostility toward Israel when she refused to condemn 
the radical BDS movement at a recent forum in Dearborn. Any friend of Israel 
would have immediately renounced this radical movement to starve Israel’s 
economy of foreign investment.
 
Michigan’s Jewish community has a clear choice for Governor.
 
Bill Schuette is a strong supporter of Israel, and he has condemned the BDS 
movement and Israel’s and America’s terrorist enemies in the strongest terms.

THE MOST ANTI-ISRAEL TICKET IN 
MICHIGAN HISTORY

Paid for by Bill Schuette for Governor  |  P.O. Box 12307, Lansing, MI 48901

WHITMER-GILCHRIST



4301 Orchard Lake Rd. 
West Bloomfield, MI 48323 
 

(248) 801-0075

 
*Offer valid until 9/30/18 in the West Bloomfield location only* 

www.MyAmazingSmile.com 


	001RDB.092018
	002RDB.092018
	003RDB.092018
	004RDB.092018
	005RDB.092018
	006RDB.092018
	007RDB.092018
	008RDB.092018
	009RDB.092018
	010RDB.092018
	011RDB.092018
	012RDB.092018
	013RDB.092018
	014RDB.092018
	015RDB.092018
	016RDB.092018
	017RDB.092018
	018RDB.092018
	019RDB.092018
	020RDB.092018
	021RDB.092018
	022RDB.092018
	023RDB.092018
	024RDB.092018
	025RDB.092018
	026RDB.020917
	027RDB.020917
	028RDB.092018
	029RDB.092018
	030RDB.092018
	031RDB.092018
	032RDB.092018
	033RDB.092018
	034RDB.092018
	035RDB.092018
	036RDB.092018
	037RDB.092018
	038RDB.092018
	039RDB.092018
	040RDB.092018
	041RDB.092018
	042RDB.092018
	043RDB.092018
	044RDB.092018
	045RDB.092018
	046RDB.092018
	047RDB.092018
	048RDB.092018
	049RDB.092018
	050RDB.092018
	051RDB.092018
	052RDB.092018
	053RDB.092018
	054RDB.092018
	055RDB.092018
	056RDB.092018
	057RDB.092018
	058RDB.092018
	059RDB.092018
	060RDB.092018
	061RDB.092018
	062RDB.092018
	063RDB.092018
	064RDB.092018

